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THE GREATEST
COMMANDMENT

By Deacon Randell  Waguespack

“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”

At the heart of this Sunday’s Gospel is Jesus’ beautiful and straightforward answer: “You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” Then He adds, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus makes it clear that these two commandments belong
together. We cannot truly love God while ignoring the people He places in our lives.

The first reading from Exodus helps us understand what that love looks like in practice. God tells His
people not to mistreat foreigners, widows, or orphans, and not to take advantage of the poor. The
reason is simple: God cares deeply for those who are vulnerable. He hears their cries, sees their
struggles, and expects His people to treat them with compassion and justice.

It is easy to love those who love us in return. It is easy to be kind to family, friends, and those who
share our values. But Jesus calls us to something greater. He calls us to love as God loves.

Dorothy Day, founder of the Catholic Worker Movement, offered a challenging reflection on this
commandment: “If you truly love God, your love for Him should match your love for the person you
love the least.”

Those words invite us to pause and examine our hearts.

Who do I love the least?

Perhaps it is someone who has hurt us. Perhaps it is someone whose opinions frustrate us, whose
actions disappoint us, or whose personality simply rubs us the wrong way. Maybe it is someone we
have judged, ignored, or quietly written off. It may even be a group of people to whom we carry
unexamined prejudices or assumptions. We all have biases that can shape how we see others,
especially those who are different from us in their background, culture, politics, beliefs, economic
status, or life experiences. The Gospel invites us to recognize those attitudes honestly and to ask God
to help us see others as He sees them.

Jesus does not ask us to love only the people who are easy to love. He calls us to see every person
as a beloved child of God. Loving others does not mean agreeing with everything they do or
pretending that wounds do not exist. It means recognizing their God-given dignity and desiring their
good. It means treating them with respect, praying for them, and showing the same mercy we
ourselves hope to receive.

The challenge of this Sunday's readings is not only to ask whether we love God. Most of us would
answer that question with a sincere “yes.” The deeper question is whether that love is visible in the
way we treat other people, especially those who are struggling, vulnerable, or difficult for us to love.

This week, spend a few moments in prayer reflection on Dorothy Day’s challenge: Who do I love the
least? Is that how I love God?

The answer may show us exactly where the Lord is inviting us to grow. For when we learn to love
others as God loves them, we grow closer to the One who is Love itself.
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ALL SAINTS DAY EVENTS
Our Al l Saints Candle l ight Mass wi l l  be on Saturday, October 31, 2026 , at 4:00PM
at St . Margaret Church. We wi l l  honor our beloved dead who have died since last Al l
Sa ints Day. The Blessing of the Graves wi l l  immediate ly fol low the 10:00AM Mass on
Sunday, November 1 , 2026 , which wi l l  be held at the cemetery (weather permit t ing,
br ing your chairs). Please make plans to join us to honor our beloved dead! We wi l l
a lso pray for a l l  of our beloved deceased inscr ibed in our Book of Remembrance
through the month of November . This Book of Remembrance is in the back of the
church. Remember to inscr ibe the names of those who have died s ince last year and
are NOT a lready in the book from a pr ior year .

EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH

DO SOMETHING SPECIAL THIS CHRISTMAS - ADOPT A FAMILY
Your St . Margaret/St . Thomas St . Vincent de Paul Conference is looking for
indiv iduals , fami l ies, or service-or iented groups interested in adopt ing a fami ly for
Chr is tmas th is year .  We typica l ly receive requests from our local schools to assis t
needy fami l ies as wel l as ca l ls from people l iv ing in our immediate area pleading for
help. Thanks to the generosi ty of many, last year 108 chi ldren exper ienced the
blessing of gif ts that included toys, cloth ing, and food at Chr is tmas. We al l recognize
that h igher l iv ing costs and ut i l i ty expenses wi l l  create an even greater need th is year
for many fami l ies in our area. We suggest two gif ts per fami ly member , with each
gif t ranging from $20-$40. I f you or your organizat ion feel ca l led to adopt a fami ly
th is year , please contact Tracy Andry at 225-485-5215 by Saturday, November 14,
2026 , and help make Chr is tmas 2026 specia l for neighbors in our community who
are in need!

HONOR OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
Please jo in the Knights of Columbus and Mondays with Mary ministry on Monday,
November 2, 2026 , at 5:00PM in St . Margaret Church for a specia l rosary and
prayer service to honor the patroness of the Americas, Our Lady of Guadalupe. Al l
are welcome to come hear the te l l ing of the mirac le that occurred in 1531 in Mexico
with the appearance of Our Lady. More than 30 mi l l ion indigenous people converted
to Cathol ic ism dur ing the next decade. We wi l l  aff i rm our devot ion to Our Lady and
to protect l i fe, especia l ly the blessed and innocent unborn, those in most need of
protect ion. Please cal l Glenn Young at 225-964-0947 for more informat ion.

  

2026 ST. MARGARET FALL FESTIVAL
This year’s St . Margaret Fest iva l Day is Sunday, November 15, 2026 .  The Fal l
Fest iva l Committee is seeking donat ions for our Fest iva l Auct ion. Your handiwork
(woodwork, meta lwork, fabr ic crafts , paint ings, needlework, etc.) or ta lents
(gardening, baking, handyman, updo sty l ing, etc.) can ra ise funds for our church
whi le a lso celebrat ing our diverse community ! I f you have a NEW i tem or a
handmade i tem, or i f you have a service you can provide, p lease contact Gina Li t t le
(504-237-7105 or gl i t t le1985@gmai l .com), even if i t 's not ready yet . I f you are wi l l ing
to help prepare and plan, a lso let us know.
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O LORD, MY STRENGTH
CATHOLIC CITIZENSHIP ESSAY CONTEST

The St . Margaret Knights of Columbus are sponsor ing a Cathol ic Ci t izenship Essay
Contest for 8th through 11 th grade youth. The 500 to 750 word typed essay topic is
“The r ights of man come not from the generosi ty of the state but from the hand of
God.” Expla in what th is quote from former U.S. Pres ident and Knights of Columbus
member John F. Kennedy’s 1961 inaugura l address means and i ts importance for the
f lour ish ing of a nat ion. The winner of each grade level wi l l  receive a $50 award
from the Knights and higher awards for winners of each higher level of the contest
up to $500. This contest encourages today’s youth to be more connected to their
community and their fa i th. For more informat ion and to submit essays please contact
Glenn Young at rgyoung2@bel lsouth.net . Deadl ine to submit essays is Thursday,
November 5, 2026 .

TIME CHANGE NEXT WEEKEND
Dayl ight Savings Time ends next Sunday,
November 1 , 2026 .  Set your clocks back
one hour next Saturday night .



May the God of my sa lvat ion be exal ted.
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STEWARDSHIP THIS WEEK
Thanks to your generosi ty , the 

Regular Col lect ion for the weekend
of October 17/18, 2026, 

tota led:

$13,376.00.

The Special Col lect ion for the
Propagation of the Faith tota led:

$1,226.00

There wi l l  be no Second or 
Special Collection next weekend! 

Thank you for your k indness
and generosity to our ministries!

PRAISE BE THE LORD!

CEMETERY REMINDERS
Al l Saints Day is fast approaching and
many of you wi l l  be cleaning up the
graves of your loved ones in our
cemetery. Our groundskeeper, Jason,
works very hard at making our cemetery a
beaut i fu l and safe place to vis i t . When
making your loved one’s rest ing place a
th ing of beauty, p lease be sure to observe
the ru les of the cemetery. No weed ki l ler
of any k ind is a l lowed on the grounds.
Only latex paint (no oi l-based paint) is
a l lowed on the graves. For safety reasons,
no glass is a l lowed in the cemetery. Al l
f lowers left after Al l Saints Day around
the graves in the grass need to be
removed by December 1 , 2026 , or wi l l  be
disposed of. Any other i tems left in the
cemetery cannot remain in the grass. I f
you have any quest ions concerning our
cemetery, p lease cal l Tammy in the par ish
off ice. I f you are interested in having your
loved ones grave pressure washed for a
fee by our groundskeeper, p lease ca l l  the
par ish off ice for contact informat ion.

TO 
GIVE...

FOSTERING HOPE MINISTRY
Foster ing Hope Minis try provides indiv idual ized support to foster chi ldren and to the foster ,
kinship, and adopt ive fami l ies who care for them. This fa l l ,  we are helping an 18-year-old
foster student begin col lege at ULM and pursue a career in nursing. We are a lso support ing
two new foster fami l ies, one in Albany and one in Spr ingfie ld—who have graciously opened
their homes to chi ldren in need. Our goal is to give these fami l ies the pract ica l support they
need to provide safe, loving homes where chi ldren and caregivers can thr ive. Services that
Foster ing Hope offers fami l ies: help with grocer ies and meals, laundry, tutor ing, provide for
fees or equipment for extracurr icu lars, transportat ion, and any other indiv idual ized needs we
can, help with chi ldren’s needs including beds/bedding, uniforms, school suppl ies, etc. We
tai lor our support to the direct needs of each fami ly and chi ld we help. Foster ing Hope also
helps to stock the fami ly v is i tat ion pantry at the Liv ingston DCFS office & provides shelf
s table meals for chi ldren exper iencing food insecur i ty . We partner with local nonprofi ts &
DCFS to help meet needs of fami l ies in need in our local area and spread the word on what
resources are avai lable. Direct ways you can help - sign up to cook or provide grocer ies, do
laundry, tutor or dr ive. Donate suppl ies for pantry meals or chi ldren’s needs. Help pack meals
for the DCFS visi tat ion pantry . Thank you for helping us to foster hope, support fami l ies, and
share God’s love with those in need.



Saturday, October 24, 2026, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass
Velma & Leonce Berteau, Karen Chemay, Shir ley Darouse, Larry J. Evans, 
June & Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. , Homer Gaspard, Ricky Genre, Hi lton Hoover,

Mary, Joe L. & Wil l iam Juhasz, Howard Kidder, Earl ine Kraemer, 
Alberta & Francis Kronlage, Vernon & Dorothy Landry, Ray & Connie Louviere,

Manina Family, Patt i Niehaus, Sue Novak, Dr. Wil l iam T. O’Brien, I I I ,  
June Koles Olah, Lynette Pfiffner, Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner, Ashley Rouse,

Frank & Denise Schi l l ing, Anne Sherman, Judy Sherman, 
Wil l iam F. Sherman, Sr. , MD, Aaron Sziszak and Vito Tal l ia, Sr. 

Sunday, October 25, 2026, 8:00AM Mass, St. Thomas Chapel
Jerry Adamcewicz, Fred Armand, Jr. , Lloyd Dominguez, Paul Kluka, 

John LaGrange, David Landeche & Family, Margie & Joe Liuzza, 
Charl ie Martin and Gerard Lou Staub

Sunday, October 25, 2026, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, October 25, 2026, 5:30PM Mass
Hilton Hoover
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Margaret Church  is given in memory 

of Kathy H. Pol insky by Lucie & Joe Hanewinkel .

The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Thomas Chapel is burning 
for the Holy Souls in Purgatory .

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Monday, October 26, 2026, 5:30PM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Jessica Galatas Bleakley

Tuesday, October 27, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Lynette Pfiffner

Wednesday, October 28, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Feast of Ss. Simon & Jude)
Donivan Jones

Thursday, October 29, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
George & Eric Navarre

Friday, October 30, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Chuck Raborn, Sr.
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PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM on
Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a message
on the emergency line at extension 106.

PRIESTS
Father Paul August Gros (Pastor)

Father Kumar Kolakani (Parochia l Vicar)
 

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Admin is trat ive Ass is tant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ion is t 

& Cemetery Sa les)
Peggy Dessel le (Contr ibut ions Manager 

& Wedding Coordinator)
 

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 

(Rel ig ious Educat ion, Youth Min ister ,  
& Communicat ions Coordinator)

Debbie Corbett (Safe Environment 
& Bapt ismal Coordinator)

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday - 7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM - St . Margaret Church

Sunday-8:00AM - St . Thomas Chapel
10:00AM & 5:30PM - St . Margaret Church

Daily Masses
Monday-5:30PM (after Mondays with Mary)

 Tuesday through Fr iday-7:00AM 
St. Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gather Hymnal Number 1179

Exodus 22:20-26
God’s command to respect the alien, 

the widow, the orphan, the poor.
1 Thessalonians 1:5c-10

The Thessalonians live their faith, 
even in tribulation.
Matthew 22:34-40
Jesus proclaims 

the two greatest commandments.

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
All Saints Day

October 31/November 1, 2026
Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14

1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12a



Sunday, October 25, 2026
 Youth Group Second Col lect ion!
 Visit Our Fostering Hope Ministry Table!
 1 1 : 15AM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades K-6) , Hal l of Saints
 6:45PM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grade 7) , Hal l of Saints 
 6:45PM—High School Bible Study , St . John Paul I I  Room
 6:45PM—Candlel ight Rosary Procession , St . Margaret Church Piazza

Monday, October 26, 2026
 8:00AM—Cathol ic Schoolhouse , Hal l of Saints
 5:00PM—Mondays with Mary , St . Margaret Church
 6:00PM—Young Adult Book Study , St . Margaret Room

Tuesday, October 27, 2026
 8:30AM—St. Matthew’s Gui ld , St . Ceci l ia Room
 9:30AM—Holy Spir it Bible Study , St . Ignat ius Room
 6:30PM—OCIC , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 

Wednesday, October 28, 2026
 7:30AM—Eucharist ic Adoration , St . Margaret Church
 6:30PM—High School Youth Group , St . John Paul I I  Room
 6:30PM—OCIA , Par ish Hal l
 6:30PM—OCIC , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 

Thursday, October 29, 2026
 4:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church

Friday, October 30, 2026
  No Extraordinary Events Scheduled Today!
 

Saturday, October 31, 2026
 3:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church
 4:00PM—All Saints Candlel ight Vigi l Mass , St . Margaret Church

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

To send prayer intentions
to Fr. Paul , email :

Prayers4frpaul@gmail .com

CANDLELIGHT ROSARY PROCESSION
Our Respect Life Minis try invi tes a l l , especia l ly those who have lost an unborn baby, to join them
in a candle l ight Rosary procession to the plaque of the Unborn in St . Margaret Cemetery
beginning in front of the church on Sunday, October 25, 2026 , af ter the 5:30PM Mass.


