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WHAT CAN WE LEARN
FROM THE READINGS?

By Fr.  Kumar Kolakani

Dear Par ish Fami ly ,

This Sunday’s readings present us with a beaut i fu l image: God’s invi tat ion to a
heavenly banquet. Through the prophet Isa iah, we hear of the Lord prepar ing a
magnificent feast for a l l  peoples—a feast of r ich food and choice wines. In the
Gospel , Jesus presents the Kingdom of Heaven as a wedding banquet to which
everyone is inv i ted.

Yet Jesus a lso speaks about the wedding garment. This garment represents a l i fe
prepared for God—a l i fe of fa i th, hol iness, repentance, char i ty , and good works. We
receive the garment of sanct i fy ing grace at Bapt ism, and throughout our l ives the
Sacraments strengthen us to remain fa i thfu l to Chr is t .

Every Sunday, the Euchar is t is a foretaste of th is heavenly banquet. The Lord invi tes
us to His table, feeds us with His Word, and nour ishes us with the Body and Blood
of Chr is t . Therefore, Holy Mass is not simply an obl igat ion; i t is a sacred encounter
with Jesus and a preparat ion for the eterna l banquet of Heaven.

Pope Leo XIV recent ly reminded us that Chr is t , though rejected by many, became the
cornerstone of God’s saving plan. God can br ing new l i fe and hope even from what
appears to be rejected or broken. This is a powerfu l reminder that God never stops
invi t ing us back to Himself . No matter how far we may have wandered, His mercy
gives us the opportuni ty to return, receive forgiveness, and begin again.

As we cont inue through October , the Holy Father has encouraged us to pray the
Rosary for peace and to accompany our prayers with acts of mercy, reconci l iat ion,
and char i ty . These are pract ica l ways of wear ing our wedding garment - a l lowing our
fa i th to become visible through love.

Let us ask ourselves: Am I ready for the Lord’s banquet? Am I wear ing the wedding
garment of grace? Do my words, choices, and act ions reflect the love of Chr is t?

May we never take God’s invi tat ion for granted. Let us come fa i thfu l ly to the
Euchar is t ic banquet with humble and repentant hearts , part icipate act ive ly in the Holy
Mass, and carry Chr is t ’s love into our homes and community .

May the Lord keep us fa i thfu l , s trengthen us by His grace, and one day welcome us
into the eterna l banquet of Heaven.

God bless you and your fami l ies!

Fr . Kumar Kolakani  
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EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH

SAVE THE DATE - 2026 ST. MARGARET FALL FESTIVAL
This year’s St . Margaret Fest iva l Day is Sunday, November 15, 2026 .  The Fal l Fest iva l
Committee is seeking donat ions for our Fest iva l Auct ion. Your handiwork (woodwork,
meta lwork, fabr ic crafts , paint ings, needlework, etc.) or ta lents (gardening, baking,
handyman, updo sty l ing, etc.) can ra ise funds for our church whi le a lso celebrat ing our
diverse community ! I f you have a NEW i tem or a handmade i tem, or i f you have a
service you can provide, p lease contact Gina Li t t le (504-237-7105 or
gl i t t le1985@gmai l .com), even if i t 's not ready yet . I f you are wi l l ing to help prepare
and plan, a lso let us know.

CATHOLIC CITIZENSHIP ESSAY CONTEST
The St . Margaret Knights of Columbus are sponsor ing a Cathol ic Ci t izenship Essay
Contest for 8th through 11 th grade youth. The 500 to 750 word typed essay topic is
“The r ights of man come not from the generosi ty of the state but from the hand of
God.” Expla in what th is quote from former U.S. Pres ident and Knights of Columbus
member John F. Kennedy’s 1961 inaugura l address means and i ts importance for the
f lour ish ing of a nat ion. The winner of each grade level wi l l  receive a $50 award from
the Knights and higher awards for winners of each higher level of the contest up to
$500. This contest encourages today’s youth to be more connected to their
community and their fa i th. For more informat ion and to submit essays please contact
Glenn Young at rgyoung2@bel lsouth.net . Deadl ine to submit essays is Thursday,
November 5, 2026 .
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THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD

OCTOBER FOOD DISTRIBUTION
St. Margaret Food Distr ibut ion is Thursday October 15, 2026! (3rd Thursday of the month) 

Food Distr ibut ion Pick-up t ime is 8:30AM-10:30AM .  
Volunteers are needed from 7:00AM–11:00AM .  

St . Margaret is blessed with many wonderfu l volunteers who help with everyth ing from
sett ing up tents, tables/chairs & signs to sort ing food, direct ing traffic and greet ing
recipients. The Food Distr ibut ion Prayer Circle is another way to support people in need.
Volunteers meet in the Hal l of Saints after we sort the per ishable food for Food
Distr ibut ion. They usual ly meet around 8:00AM .  Volunteers pray for the recipients and a l l
the people in our area who are physica l ly , emot ional ly or spir i tua l ly in need. I f you are a
regular food distr ibut ion volunteer , let your team leader know that you wi l l  be able to help.
I f you want to get involved, please cal l 985-969-7477 so we can best ut i l i ze your t ime and
ta lents. For the September 17th Food Distr ibut ion 161 Fami l ies (459 Indiv iduals) picked up
food. We had 52 volunteers provide 171 .25 hours of serv ice.

CELEBRATE WORLD MISSION SUNDAY
Join Cathol ics around the wor ld in support ing the Church’s mission! Every October ,
Cathol ics throughout the wor ld come together to celebrate World Mission Sunday, a day to
pray for missionar ies and support the work of the Church in places where the Gospel is
st i l l  being procla imed and communit ies are st i l l  growing in fa i th.
 
The World Mission Sunday col lect ion provides essent ia l support to missionar ies, pr iests ,
re l ig ious sis ters and brothers, and lay leaders serving in mission dioceses across Asia,
Afr ica, Lat in America, Oceania, and the Middle East . Your generosi ty helps these
communit ies cont inue shar ing the Gospel and bui ld ing up the Church.
 
This year is especia l ly significant as we celebrate the 100th anniversary of World Mission
Sunday. Our theme, “One in Chr is t , Uni ted in Mission,” reminds us that through our
bapt ism, each of us has a role in the Church’s mission.
 
World Mission Sunday wi l l  be celebrated in our par ish on October 17/18, 2026 .
 
Through your prayers and generosi ty , you can help missionar ies br ing Chr is t ’s love and the
hope of the Gospel to communit ies around the wor ld. Give today and be part of the
mission!
 
You can give here through the diocesan websi te: ht tps://diobr .org/wor ld-mission-sunday

MONTHLY STAFF MEETING
The par ish off ice wi l l  be closed from 8:00AM unt i l  1 :00PM on Wednesday, October 14,
2026 , for our month ly staff meet ing. Please take care of any business before or after th is
t ime. Thank you for your considerat ion!

https://diobr.org/world-mission-sunday


I  sha l l  l ive in the house of the Lord a l l  the days of my l i fe.
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THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Gather Hymnal Number 1173

Isaiah 25:6-10a
Poetic images of God as a provider, 

a warrior, a comforter.
Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20
God strengthened Paul 

and will strengthen the faithful
Matthew 22:1-14

“Many are invited, 
but few are chosen.”

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 17/18, 2026
Isaiah 45:1, 4-6

1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b
Matthew 22:15-21

STEWARDSHIP THIS WEEK
Thanks to your generosi ty , 

the Regular Col lect ion 
for the weekend of 

October 3/4, 2026, tota led:

$13,635.00.

The Bui lding & Maintenance Fund
Second Collection tota led :

$2,991.00.

The Special Collection 
next weekend wi l l  be for the
Propagation of the Faith !  

Thank you for your k indness 
and generosi ty to our ministr ies!

TO 
GIVE...

THERE IS NOTHING I SHALL WANT
PRAY FOR GOD’S MERCIFUL HEALING

 Please jo in our Prayer Line Ministers as we pray for these fami ly members and fr iends: 
 
Tina Al len, Howard Balthaser & Family, Coy Behler, Cindy Brasington, Carol Bates, Joyce
Butler, Amber Sti l ley Cocchiola, Hatt ie Davis, Betty Sue Deakles, Jason Fischer, Mary Ann
France, Lisa Goings,  Hannah Gui l lotte, Todd Hagan, Joseph Hanewinkel , Joe Hanewinkel , I I I ,
Trist ian Harrison, Fulton Charles Hebert, Randy Heitman, Brian Helmstetter, The Herbert
Family, Marsha Hoffman, Paul Horrel l ,  Herbeth Howell ,  Carrol Istre, Melanie Johnston, Trevor
Kinchen, Frank Kovach, Barbara Lebovitz, Bi l l  Louviere, Gregg Mader, Patricia Matthews,
Dwaine McDaniel , Maggie Mil let , Evelyn Moreland, Gunner Norman, Amelie Oriol , Gasper
Guy Palermo, June Catherine Peterson, Pete Pfiffner, Adrian Phi l l ips, Jr. , Steve Plauche,
Herb Pretus, Marie Prine, Lauren Rodriguez, Brooklyn Sansone, Valeri i  Sekisov & Family,
Mary Stabi le, Judy Staub, Brittnay Sti l ley, Danette Sti l ley, Christ ine & Joseph Stolf , Sharon
Stolf , Elaine Taylor, Trysten Tucker, Robert & Ashley Wheat, Lucy Whiddon, Judy Wright,
those in the Armed Services and law enforcement, and al l who need our prayers.
 

Want to add someone to th is prayer l is t? Cal l the par ish off ice. 
Want our prayer warr iors to pray for your intent ions? 

Contact Rose Mary at 985.507.7487.



Saturday, October 10, 2026, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass
Karen Chemay, Shir ley Darouse, Larry J. Evans, 

June & Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. , Homer Gaspard, Ricky Genre, Hi lton Hoover,
Donivan Jones, Earl ine Kraemer, Alberta & Francis Kronlage, 

Vernon & Dorothy Landry, David LeJeune, Ray & Connie Louviere, 
Manina Family, Patt i Niehaus, Sue Novak, Dr. Wil l iam T. O’Brien, I I I ,  

June Koles Olah, Lynette Pfiffner, Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner, 
Anne Sherman, Judy Sherman, Wil l iam F. Sherman, Sr. , MD, Vito Tal l ia, Sr.

and Yancy Watkins

Sunday, October 11 , 2026, 8:00AM Mass, St. Thomas Chapel
Jerry Adamcewicz, Fred Armand, Jr. , Lloyd Dominguez, Paul Kluka, 

John LaGrange, David Landeche & Family, Margie & Joe Liuzza, 
Charl ie Martin, Eron Puro and Gerard Lou Staub

Sunday, October 11 , 2026, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, October 11 , 2026, 5:30PM Mass
Susan Hammett Brantley
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Margaret Church 

is given in memory of Josh Tye by Kim Navarre.

The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Thomas Chapel is burning 
for the Holy Souls in Purgatory .

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Monday, October 12, 2026, 5:30PM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Chuck Raborn, Sr.

Tuesday, October 13, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Larry J. Evans

Wednesday, October 14, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Jeanne Dakin Gui l lot

Thursday, October 15, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Memorial of St. Teresa)
George & Eric Navarre

Friday, October 16, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Lynette Pfiffner
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PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM on
Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a message
on the emergency line at extension 106.

PRIESTS
Father Paul August Gros (Pastor)

Father Kumar Kolakani (Parochia l Vicar)
 

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Admin is trat ive Ass is tant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ion is t 

& Cemetery Sa les)
Peggy Dessel le (Contr ibut ions Manager 

& Wedding Coordinator)
 

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 

(Rel ig ious Educat ion, Youth Min ister ,  
& Communicat ions Coordinator)

Debbie Corbett (Safe Environment 
& Bapt ismal Coordinator)

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday - 7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM - St . Margaret Church

Sunday-8:00AM - St . Thomas Chapel
10:00AM & 5:30PM - St . Margaret Church

Daily Masses
Monday-5:30PM (after Mondays with Mary)

 Tuesday through Fr iday-7:00AM 
St. Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF

OUR OFFICE HOURS
We are open Tuesday-Thursday,

8:00AM-3:00PM, and 
Friday from 8:00AM-12:00PM! 
We are closed for lunch from

12:00PM-1:00PM.
We are closed on Monday!

By Phone:
225.567.3573

By Email:
 stmargaret@diobr.org

Website:
stmargaretstthomas.com

CONTACT US



Sunday, October 11 , 2026
 1 1 : 15AM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades K-6) , Hal l of Saints
 6:45PM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grade 7) , Hal l of Saints 
 6:45PM—High School Bible Study , St . John Paul I I  Room

Monday, October 12, 2026
 8:00AM—Cathol ic Schoolhouse , Hal l of Saints
 5:00PM—Mondays with Mary , St . Margaret Church
 5:30PM—St. Vincent de Paul Meeting , St . Jean Vianney Room
 6:00PM—Young Adult Book Study , St . Margaret Room

Tuesday, October 13, 2026
 8:30AM—St. Matthew’s Gui ld , St . Ceci l ia Room
 9:30AM—Holy Spir it Bible Study , St . Ignat ius Room
 6:30PM—OCIC , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 

Wednesday, October 14, 2026
 Parish Office is Closed From 8:00AM unti l  1 :00PM!
 7:30AM—Eucharist ic Adoration , St . Margaret Church
 9:00AM—Staff Meeting , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 6:30PM—High School Youth Group , St . John Paul I I  Room
 6:30PM—OCIA , Par ish Hal l
 6:30PM—OCIC , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 6:30PM—Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus , St . Mar ia Gorett i Room

Thursday, October 15, 2026
 8:00AM—Food Distr ibution , Church Grounds
 4:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church

Friday, October 16, 2026
 No Extraordinary Events Scheduled Today!
 
 
Saturday, October 17, 2026
 Propagation of the Faith Special Col lect ion!
 3:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

To send prayer intentions
to Fr. Paul , email :

Prayers4frpaul@gmail .com

Food Distr ibut ion Saints


