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DOING THE FATHER’S
WILL WITH THE
HEART OF CHRIST

By Deacon Randall  Waguespack

The Scr iptures th is week invi te us to reflect on a fundamenta l quest ion of discipleship: Is my
faith expressed only in what I say, or is it vis ible in the way I l ive?

In the Gospel , Jesus te l ls the story of two sons. One in i t ia l ly refuses his father 's request to
work in the vineyard but later changes his mind and goes. The other readi ly agrees but never
fol lows through. The lesson is simple yet chal lenging: God desires not merely our words, but
our hearts . What matters most is not what we promise, but whether we ul t imate ly respond to
His love by doing His wi l l .

Most of us can probably see a l i t t le of both sons in ourselves. There are t imes when we
enthusiast ica l ly say "yes" to God, but then we struggle to fol low through when circumstances
become inconvenient or difficu l t . There are other t imes when we resis t His ca l l  at fi rs t , only to
discover His grace gent ly leading us back. The comfort ing truth is that God never gives up on
us. He is a lways ready to welcome a change of heart and a renewed commitment to fol low Him.

In his Letter to the Phi l ippians, St . Paul g ives us a beaut i fu l picture of what genuine Chr is t ian
l iv ing looks l ike: "Humbly regard others as more important than yourselves, each looking out not
for his own interests, but a lso for those of others." These words can seem counter intu i t ive in a
wor ld that often encourages us to focus on ourselves fi rs t . Yet Paul is not asking us to th ink
less of ourselves. He is inv i t ing us to love as Chr is t loves, with a heart at tent ive to the needs,
joys, and struggles of others.

Paul goes on to say, "Have in you the same at t i tude that is a lso in Chr is t Jesus." Everyth ing
about the Chr is t ian l i fe begins here. We are cal led not simply to admire Jesus, but to imitate
Him. Chr is t 's humi l i ty , compassion, mercy, and self-giv ing love become the pat tern for our own
l ives. He cont inual ly placed others before Himself , reaching out to the forgotten, comfort ing the
suffer ing, and offer ing His l i fe for our sa lvat ion.

This is why love of God can never be separated from love of neighbor . We encounter Chr is t
not only in prayer and worship, but a lso in the people He places before us each day. A l is tening
ear , a word of encouragement, pat ience with a fami ly member , concern for someone who is
lonely , care for the poor , or forgiveness offered to one who has hurt us are a l l  ways of l iv ing
the Gospel . These ordinary acts of love reveal whether we are tru ly a l lowing Chr is t 's at t i tude to
take root with in us.

This week, perhaps the Lord is inv i t ing us to look honest ly at our own l ives. Where is He cal l ing
us to move beyond words and into act ion? Who might need our at tent ion, our compassion, or
our help? In what ways can we more closely reflect the humi l i ty and love of Jesus?

The Gospel reminds us that the Father is not seeking perfect people. He is seeking wi l l ing
hearts . Even when we have fa l len short , He invi tes us to begin again. May we ask for the grace
to have the mind and heart of Chr is t , so that our fa i th may be seen not only in what we
profess, but in how we love. In doing so, we become l iv ing witnesses to the One who teaches
us that the surest path to God is found in humble love and service to one another .
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EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
We are blessed to have Euchar is t ic Adorat ion on Wednesdays between 7:30AM and
8:00PM .  One hour of s i lence with Jesus can sure ly change your l i fe. We are
especia l ly in need of commit ted adorers for the hour from 10:00AM unt i l  1 1 :00AM. I f
you can commit to an hour weekly or need addi t ional informat ion, contact Gretchen
Johnson at 225-921-4071 or at gret johnson5@yahoo.com.

HELP FOR YOUR MARRIAGE
Is your marr iage going down the r ight road . . . or is i t a l i t t le off track? Does the
distance between you seem wide? Are you a lready separated? Looking for a better
way? Retrouvai l le can help and offers hope for a better re lat ionship. Retrouvai l le is a
peer minis try of volunteer couples that can help you learn the tools of heal thy
communicat ion, bui ld int imacy, and heal , just as they have done in their own
marr iages. Retrouvai l le is Chr is t ian-based, and Cathol ic in or ig in, but welcomes
couples of a l l  fa i ths as wel l as non-re l ig ious couples. Retrouvai l le can help get your
re lat ionship back on track. For more informat ion about the upcoming local Retrouvai l le
Weekend program for couples, (October 2-4, 2026) ca l l  1-800-470-2230 or visi t our
websi te: ht tps://helpourmarr iage.org/batonrouge

BLESSINGS OF THE PETS
In honor of St . Francis of Assis i , we wi l l  have the blessing of the pets next Sunday,
October 4, 2026, at 12:30PM between the Church and the Hal l of Saints . Br ing your
cat , dog, turt le , bird, fish, rabbi t , duck, hamster , snake, horse, goat , cow, chinchi l la ,
guinea pig, l izard, gerbi l , ferret , frog, pig, hermit crab, l lama, etc. Father Kumar wi l l
welcome the animals and give them a specia l blessing (some of them need i t , r ight !)

SAVE THE DATE - 2026 ST. MARGARET FALL FESTIVAL
This year’s St . Margaret Fest iva l Day is Sunday, November 15, 2026 .  The Fal l
Fest iva l Committee is seeking donat ions for our Fest iva l Auct ion. Your handiwork
(woodwork, meta lwork, fabr ic crafts , paint ings, needlework, etc.) or ta lents
(gardening, baking, handyman, updo sty l ing, etc.) can ra ise funds for our church
whi le a lso celebrat ing our diverse community ! I f you have a NEW i tem or a
handmade i tem, or i f you have a service you can provide, p lease contact Gina Li t t le
(504-237-7105 or gl i t t le1985@gmai l .com), even if i t 's not ready yet . I f you are wi l l ing
to help prepare and plan, a lso let us know.

CONFESSION & MASS NEWS
There wi l l  be no Confessions avai lable on Thursday, October 8, 2026, and no Dai ly
Mass on Monday, October 5 through Thursday, October 8, 2026, due to mandatory
pr iest cont inuing educat ion. We wi l l  have Dai ly Mass on Friday, October 9, 2026 .
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Remember your mercies, O Lord.

PRAY FOR GOD’S MERCIFUL HEALING
 Please jo in our Prayer Line Ministers as we pray for these fami ly members and fr iends: 

 
Tina Al len, Howard Balthaser & Family, Louis Bartus, Coy Behler, Nancy Bergeron, Cindy
Brasington, Carol Bates, Joyce Butler, Amber Sti l ley Cocchiola, Hatt ie Davis, Betty Sue Deakles,
Mary Ann France, Jimmy Giannobi le, Wendy Gil l ,  Lisa Goings, David Gui l lot , Hannah Gui l lotte,
Todd Hagan, Joseph Hanewinkel , Joe Hanewinkel , I I I ,  Ann Hassenbouhler, Trist ian Harrison, Fulton
Charles Hebert, Tommy Hebert, Randy Heitman, Brian Helmstetter, The Herbert Family, Marsha
Hoffman, Bi l l  Hoover, Paul Horrel l ,  Herbeth Howell ,  Suzanne Howze, Carrol Istre, Melanie Johnston,
Trevor Kinchen, Frank Kovach, David Landeche, Barbara Lebovitz, Bi l l  Louviere, Gregg Mader,
Mike Matherne, Patricia Matthews, Dwaine McDaniel , Maggie Mil let , Joseph Mocsary, Erica Montz,
Evelyn Moreland, Fay Murray, Gunner Norman, Amelie Oriol , Meghan Page, Gasper Guy Palermo,
Terry Parrino, June Catherine Peterson, Pete Pfiffner, Adrian Phi l l ips, Jr. , Steve Plauche, Wayne
Poche, Herb Pretus, Marie Prine, Kim Prokop, Lauren Rodriguez, Brooklyn Sansone, Valeri i  Sekisov
& Family, Ricky Simoneaux, Mary Stabi le, Judy Staub, Brittnay Sti l ley, Danette Sti l ley, Christ ine &
Joseph Stolf , Sharon Stolf , Elaine Taylor, Carolyn Toole, Trysten Tucker, Barney Wall ,  Robert &
Ashley Wheat, Lucy Whiddon, Dominick David Wright, Judy Wright, those in the Armed Services
and law enforcement, and al l who need our prayers.
 

Want to add someone to th is prayer l is t? Cal l the par ish off ice. 
Want our prayer warr iors to pray for your intent ions? 

Contact Rose Mary at 985.507.7487.
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STEWARDSHIP THIS WEEK
Thanks to your generosi ty ,

the Regular Col lect ion for the weekend
of September 19/20, 2026, tota led:

$11,106.00.

The Parish School of Rel igion 
Second Collection tota led :

$1,829.00.

The Second next weekend wi l l  be for 
the Bui lding & Maintenance Fund !

Thank you for your k indness 
and generosi ty to our ministr ies!

TO 
GIVE...

THIS SUNDAY'S
READINGS

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gather Hymnal Number 1167

Ezekiel 18:25-28
Those who transform their lives shall live.

Philippians 2:1-11
Christ’s self-emptying is 

a model for the Philippians.
Matthew 21:28-32

A parable about the truly righteous.

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 3/4, 2026
Isaiah 5:1-7

Philippians 4:6-9
Matthew 21:33-43

TEACH ME YOUR PATHS, LORD



Saturday, September 26, 2026, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass
Jeremiah & Cayden Amato, Oliver & Marinette Amato, Karen Chemay, 

Shir ley Darouse, Larry J. Evans, June & Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. , Homer Gaspard,
Ricky Genre, Hi lton Hoover, Earl ine Kraemer, Alberta & Francis Kronlage, 

Vernon & Dorothy Landry, Frank & Guy Leon, Ray & Connie Louviere, 
Manina Family, Patt i Niehaus, Sue Novak, Dr. Wil l iam T. O’Brien, I I I ,  

June Koles Olah, Timmy Patton, Lynette Pfiffner, Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner,
Anne Sherman, Judy Sherman, Wil l iam F. Sherman, Sr. , MD and Vito Tal l ia, Sr. 

Sunday, September 27, 2026, 8:00AM Mass, St. Thomas Chapel
Jerry Adamcewicz, Fred Armand, Jr. , Lloyd Dominguez, Robert Guidry, Sr. , 
Paul Kluka, John LaGrange, David Landeche & Family, Margie & Joe Liuzza,

Charl ie Martin, Eron Puro and Gerard Lou Staub

Sunday, September 27, 2026, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, September 27, 2026, 5:30PM Mass
Hilton Hoover
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Margaret Church is given 

in memory of Davis Dessel les by Lucie & Joe Hanewinkel .

The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Thomas Chapel is burning 
for the Holy Souls in Purgatory .

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Monday, September 28, 2026, 5:30PM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Chuck Raborn, Sr.

Tuesday, September 29, 2026, 7:00AM Mass 
(Feast of the Archangels Michael , Gabriel , and Raphael)

Fr. Kumar Kolakani

Wednesday, September 30, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Memorial of St. Jerome)
Jason Summers

Thursday, October 1 , 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Memorial of St. Therese)
Fr. Paul Gros

Friday, October 2, 2026, 7:00AM Mass 
(Memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels)

Savanna Balado
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PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM on
Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a message
on the emergency line at extension 106.

PRIESTS
Father Paul August Gros (Pastor)

Father Kumar Kolakani (Assistant Pastor)
 

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Admin is trat ive Ass is tant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ion is t 

& Cemetery Sa les)
Peggy Dessel le (Contr ibut ions Manager 

& Wedding Coordinator)
 

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 

(Rel ig ious Educat ion, Youth Min ister ,  
& Communicat ions Coordinator)

Debbie Corbett (Safe Environment 
& Bapt ismal Coordinator)

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday - 7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM - St . Margaret Church

Sunday-8:00AM - St . Thomas Chapel
10:00AM & 5:30PM - St . Margaret Church

Daily Masses
Monday-5:30PM (after Mondays with Mary)

 Tuesday through Fr iday-7:00AM 
St. Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF

OUR OFFICE HOURS
We are open Tuesday-Thursday,

8:00AM-3:00PM, and 
Friday from 8:00AM-12:00PM! 
We are closed for lunch from

12:00PM-1:00PM.
We are closed on Monday!

By Phone:
225.567.3573

By Email:
 stmargaret@diobr.org

Website:
stmargaretstthomas.com

CONTACT US



Sunday, September 27, 2026
 Visit the Vocations Committee Ministry Table!
 1 1 : 15AM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades K-6) , Hal l of Saints
 1 1 : 15AM—PSR Reconci l iat ion (Grade 5) , St . Margaret Church
 6:45PM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grade 7) , Hal l of Saints 
 6:45PM—High School Bible Study , St . John Paul I I  Room

Monday, September 28, 2026
 8:00AM—Cathol ic Schoolhouse , Hal l of Saints
 5:00PM—Young Adult Gathering , St . Margaret Church
 5:00PM—Mondays with Mary , St . Margaret Church
 

Tuesday, September 29, 2026
 8:30AM—St. Matthew’s Gui ld , St . Ceci l ia Room
 9:30AM—Holy Spir it Bible Study , St . Ignat ius Room
 6:00PM—Adult Confirmation Class , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 6:30PM—OCIC , St . E l izabeth Seton Room

Wednesday, September 30, 2026
 7:30AM—Eucharist ic Adoration , St . Margaret Church
 6:30PM—High School Youth Group , St . John Paul I I  Room
 6:30PM—OCIA , Par ish Hal l
 6:30PM—OCIC , St . E l izabeth Seton Room

Thursday, October 1 , 2026
 4:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church
 

Friday, October 2, 2026
 9:30AM—Divine Readers, St . E l izabeth Seton Room
  

Saturday, October 3, 2026
 HAPPY, HAPPY BIRTHDAY, FR. KUMAR!
 Bui lding & Maintenance Second Collection!
 3:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

Sixth Grade PSR in their e lement.

Firs t High School bible study.


