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“O you o f  l i t t l e  f a i t h ,
why d id  you doub t? ”

St. Margaret Church & Parish Office
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St. Thomas the Apostle Chapel
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OFFICE HOURS
We are open Tuesday-Thursday,

8:00AM-3:00PM, and 
Friday from 8:00AM-12:00PM! 
We are closed for lunch from

12:00PM-1:00PM.
We are closed on Monday!

By Phone:
225.567.3573

By Email:
 stmargaret@diobr.org

Website:
stmargaretstthomas.com

CONTACT US

~ M a t t h e w  1 4 : 3 1 b



By Father Paul Gros

PONDERINGS OF THE 
PEDAL-N-PADRE

Dear Parish Family,

Peace in the Lord Jesus Christ! 

This weekend’s Gospel is one of my favorite passages to pray with: Peter walking on the water. "Lord, if it is you,
command me to come to you on the water!"

The Lord always sees far more in us than we see in ourselves. Peter was beginning to realize that Jesus was truly God—
able to defy the laws of nature by walking on the sea. Something deep inside Peter—likely the promptings of the Holy
Spirit—led him to call out, believing he too could do the impossible if Jesus called him. Jesus’ response is beautiful and
simple: "Come."

Peter had the courage to step out of his comfort zone—the safety of the boat—and go to the One who was calling him.
As he stepped onto the water and walked toward Jesus, I suspect Peter never imagined he would ever do such a thing.
Yet there he was! As long as he kept his eyes fixed on Jesus, he could do the impossible.

However, because Peter still needed to grow in faith, he eventually lost sight of the Lord. He began to focus on himself
and the storm raging around him, and that is when he started to sink. Yet Jesus would not let him drown. Even in Peter’s
moment of weak faith, when he called out, Jesus immediately reached down to save him.

This is a powerful lesson for us. Jesus sees our true potential. If we feel Him calling us, and if we have the courage to
pray, "Lord, command me to come to you," He will invite us forward. But we have to "get out of the boat"—leaving behind
our safe spaces and comfort zones to step out toward Him. It may feel daunting at first, but with our eyes fixed on Jesus,
we can accomplish what seems impossible. Even when we falter and feel ourselves sinking, we can trust that calling out to
Him will always bring His saving hand.

For me, it is comforting to know that even the great St. Peter struggled with a lack of faith at times. He needed this
experience to grow, and the same is true for us. God calls us and stretches us not to watch us flounder, but to help us
mature in faith. He sees a greatness in us that we so often miss in ourselves.

A Note on Mass Etiquette

Finally, several of you have asked me to continue sharing reminders about Church etiquette. These gentle reminders are a
wonderful way to help all of us grow in the virtue of piety during Sunday Mass.

Over the coming weeks, we will look at practical ways to honor Our Lord together:
· Preparing our hearts for Mass.
· Genuflecting or bowing reverently toward the Tabernacle upon entering.
· Dressing modestly and appropriately for the Lord.
· Refraining from chewing gum in church.
· Fully participating in the prayers, responses, and hymns.
· Ensuring we are spiritually disposed to receive the Holy Eucharist.
· Minimizing distractions during Mass (such as unnecessary trips to the restroom).
· Remaining through the final blessing and recessional hymn before leaving (barring an emergency).

All of these small acts of reverence help foster a prayerful environment where our whole community can encounter Christ.

Have a wonderful and blessed week!

In Christ,

Fr. Paul
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EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH
FALL FESTIVAL PLANNING MEETING

I t 's t ime to start planning our annual St . Margaret Fal l Fest iva l , which wi l l  take place
on Sunday, November 15, 2026 .  Al l are welcome to at tend our fi rs t planning meet ing
on Tuesday, August 11 ,  2026, at 6:00PM in the Seton Room of the Hal l of Saints .
We are hoping to include more fami ly games th is year , which wi l l  require volunteers
to help run them. I f you would l ike to volunteer , contr ibute new i tems, or share your
ta lents, please at tend the meet ing or contact Gina Li t t le at g l i t t le1985@gmai l .com or
504.237.7105.

BIBLE STUDY - A BIBLICAL WALK THROUGH THE MASS
The Mass is noth ing short of amazing. Through i t , we encounter God in the most
int imate way possible as we hear him speak to us in the Li turgy of the Word and as
we receive him Body and Blood, Soul and Div in i ty in the Holy Euchar is t . In h is v ideo-
based study A Bibl ica l Walk Through the Mass, Dr . Edward Sr i explores the roots of
the words and gestures we exper ience at Mass and expla ins their profound
significance. This fascinat ing tour of the Mass wi l l  renew your fa i th and deepen your
love for and devot ion to the Holy Euchar is t . Join us for A Bibl ica l Walk Through the
Mass at St . Margaret beginning Thursday, August 27, 2026 , from 6:00PM–8:00PM
in the St . Margaret Room of the Hal l of Saints every Thursday for 5 weeks. For more
informat ion or to regis ter for the study, ca l l  Jennifer Batson at 817.269.7482 or via
emai l : jen.batson64@gmai l .com. Registrat ion forms are avai lable at the entrance of
the church.

HOLY DAY MASS SCHEDULE AND OFFICE CLOSURE
In observance of the Assumpt ion of the Blessed Virg in Mary, we wi l l  have Holy Day
Mass on Friday, August 14, 2026, at 6:00PM and Saturday, August 15, 2026, at
8:00AM at St . Margaret Church. 

The par ish off ice wi l l  a lso be closed on Wednesday, August 12, 2026 , from
8:00AM unt i l  1 :00PM for our month ly Staff Meet ing. Please come by before or
after th is t ime if you have any business in the off ice. Thank you for your
considerat ion!

OCIA - NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN US
I f you want to become Cathol ic or learn more about your fa i th, i t is not too late to
part ic ipate in the St . Margaret Order of Chr ist ian In i t ia t ion of Adul ts (OCIA). The St .
Margaret OCIA program meets on Wednesday nights at 6:30PM in the Hal l of
Saints . OCIA is a transformat ive process that inv i tes non-bapt ized adul ts and
bapt ized Chr ist ians seeking fu l l  communion with the Roman Cathol ic Church to
explore, learn, and grow in their fa i th. For more informat ion, p lease contact Dar lene
at dar lenemkg@icloud.com or Kr ist ie at sa lon51tan@gmai l .com or ca l l the par ish
off ice. 

mailto:darlenemkg@icloud.com
mailto:Salon51tan@gmail.com
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“TAKE COURAGE, IT IS I ;

GROWING WITH LEAPS AND BOUNDS
Please give a warm welcome to these newly registered St . Margaret par ish ioners and their
fami l ies: Donna Hampton, Juanette Russel l & Lathan Hart, Courtney & Adli Carter, Mary
Kay & Ryan Ford, Bravi l le & LouAnn LeBlanc, Paige LeBleu, Claire Cyrus, and Scott,
Lauren, Ashton, Adal ind Viola & Landon Hymel .  Thank you for becoming members of the St .
Margaret community . Remember to “off ic ia l ly” register i f you have not done so; registrat ion
forms are avai lab le on our websi te or in the par ish off ice. Family members are also asked to
register when they turn 18 years of age. Come grow with us on our journey toward the truth
which is God’s love! 

 

REGISTER FOR PSR 2026-2027
The Par ish School of Rel ig ion (PSR) for the 2026-2027 school year begins on
Sunday, August 23, 2026 !  I f you missed the deadl ine of August 7th, you can
st i l l  regis ter with a late fee. Please use the QR code here. I f you have any
quest ions, please contact Bale igh Henderson at the par ish office or by emai l at
bohenderson@stmargaretst thomas.com. 



Lord, let us see your k indness, and grant us your sa lvat ion.

PRAY FOR THOSE WHO NEED HEALING
 Please jo in our Prayer Line Ministers as we pray for these fami ly members and fr iends: 
 
Tina Al len, Louis Bartus, Nancy Bergeron, Cindy Brasington, Carol Bates, Joyce Butler,
Amber Sti l ley Cocchiola, Kathleen Coleman, Hatt ie Davis, Betty Sue Deakles, Jimmy
Giannobi le, Wendy Gil l ,  Lisa Goings, David Gui l lot , Hannah Gui l lotte, Joseph
Hanewinkel , Joe Hanewinkel , I I I ,  Ann Hassenbouhler, Trist ian Harrison, Fulton Charles
Hebert, Tommy Hebert, Randy Heitman, Brian Helmstetter, Lani Herbert, Mary E.
Herbert, Marsha Hoffman, Bi l l  Hoover, Herbeth Howell ,  Suzanne Howze, Melanie
Johnston, Trevor Kinchen, Frank Kovach, David Landeche, Barbara Lebovitz, Bi l l
Louviere, Gregg Mader, Mike Matherne, Patricia Matthews, Dwaine McDaniel , Maggie
Mil let , Joseph Mocsary, Erica Montz, Evelyn Moreland, Fay Murray, Amelie Oriol ,
Meghan Page, Gasper Guy Palermo, Terry Parrino, Pete Pfiffner, Adrian Phi l l ips, Jr. ,
Steve Plauche, Wayne Poche, Herb Pretus, Marie Prine, Kim Prokop, Brooklyn
Sansone, Valeri i  Sekisov & Family, Ricky Simoneaux, Mary Stabi le, Brittnay Sti l ley,
Danette Sti l ley, Christ ine & Joseph Stolf , Sharon Stolf , Elaine Taylor, Carolyn Toole,
Trysten Tucker, Barney Wall ,  Lucy Whiddon, Dominick David Wright, Judy Wright,
those in the Armed Services and law enforcement, and al l who need our prayers.
 

Want to add someone to th is prayer l is t? Cal l the par ish off ice. 
Want our prayer warr iors to pray for your intent ions? 

Contact Rose Mary at 985.507.7487.
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DO NOT BE AFRAID.”

STEWARDSHIP THIS WEEK
Thanks to your generosi ty ,

the Regular Col lect ion for the weekend of
August 1/2, 2026, tota led:

$17,107.50.

The Second Collect ion for 
Bui lding & Maintenance Fund tota led: 

$4,023.00.

There wi l l  be no Second or Special
Col lect ion next weekend !

Thank you for your k indness and generosi ty
to our ministr ies!

TO 
GIVE...

A BEAUTIFUL SANCTUARY
The flowers in the Sanctuary th is
weekend at St . Margaret are in memory
of the Karen Chemay by Mark
Chemay. I f you would l ike to have
flowers given in memory of a loved
one or in honor of a specia l occasion,
ca l l  the par ish office to schedule in
advance. 

CONGRATS NEWLYWEDS
Congratu lat ions to our newest couple
marr ied at St . Margaret dur ing the
month of July : Andrew Porche &
Kennedy Bougere .  We wish them many
blessings in the future together !
Contact one of the clergy to schedule
your wedding or to learn more about
marr iage at St . Margaret ! 

 



Saturday, August 8, 2026, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass
Victor Amato, Bergeron-Plauche’ Famil ies, Bob Bouterie, Karen Chemay, El izabeth Cornwall ,

Shir ley Darouse, Larry J. Evans, June & Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. , Homer Gaspard, Cheryl Gaudet,
Ricky Genre, Hi lton Hoover, Mary, Joe L. & Wil l iam Juhasz, Alberta & Francis Kronlage, 

Vernon & Dorothy Landry, Donna Laciura, Ray & Connie Louviere, Manina Family, 
Gina & Adam Mocsary, Judy, Mitch, Andrew & Tony Monistere, Patt i Niehaus, Sue Novak, 

Dr. Wil l iam T. O’Brien, I I I ,  Amelie Oriol , Lynette Pfiffner, Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner, 
Anne Sherman, Judy Sherman, Wil l iam F. Sherman, Sr. , MD, Vito Tal l ia, Sr. , Luke Tregre, 

Yancy Watkins and Tonya Wise

Sunday, August 9, 2026, 8:00AM Mass, St. Thomas Chapel
Jerry Adamcewicz, Al & Jackie Cox, Angie Del iberto, Lloyd Dominguez, John LaGrange, 

David Landeche & Family, Margie & Joe Liuzza, Audrey Maduel l ,  Charl ie Martin, 
and Gerard Lou Staub

Sunday, August 9, 2026, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, August 9, 2026, 5:30PM Mass
George & Eric Navarre
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Margaret Church is given 

in memory of Dorothy Hanewinkel by Joe & Lucie Hanewinkel .

The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Thomas Chapel is burning for 
the Holy Souls in Purgatory .

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Monday, August 10, 2026, 5:30PM Mass (Feast of St. Lawrence)
Fr. Kumar Kolakani

Tuesday, August 11 ,  2026, 7:00AM Mass (Memorial of St. Clare)
Lynette Pfiffner

Wednesday, August 12, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Karen Chemay

Thursday, August 13, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Kelsey Martin

Friday, August 14, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Memorial of Maximil ian Kolbe)
Chuck Raborn, Sr.

Friday, August 14, 2026, 6:00PM Mass       Saturday, August 15, 2026, 8:00AM Mass
(Assumption of the BVM Vigi l)                      (Assumption of the BVM)     

Phil ip & Irene Leon                                      Shir ley Darouse   
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PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM on
Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a message
on the emergency line at extension 106.

PRIESTS
Father Paul August Gros (Pastor)

Father Kumar Kolakani (Assistant Pastor)
 

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Admin istrat ive Ass is tant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ion is t 

& Cemetery Sa les)
Peggy Dessel le (Contr ibut ions Manager 

& Wedding Coordinator)
 

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 

(Rel ig ious Educat ion, Youth Min ister ,  
& Communicat ions Coordinator)

Debbie Corbett (Safe Environment 
& Bapt ismal Coordinator)

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Gather Hymnal Number 1146

1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a
God is revealed in the tiny, 

whispering sound.
Romans 9:1-5

Paul affirms God’s love for the Jews.
Matthew 14:22-33

Jesus calls Peter to walk on the water.

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 15/16, 2026
Isaiah 56:1, 6-7

Romans 11:13-15, 29-32
Matthew 15:21-28

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM - St . Margaret Church

Sunday-8:00AM - St . Thomas Chapel
10:00AM & 5:30PM - St . Margaret Church

Daily Masses
Monday-5:30PM (after Mondays with Mary)

 Tuesday through Fr iday-7:00AM 
St. Margaret Church

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday - 7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF



Sunday, August 9, 2026
 Visit the Rightway Imaging Table Outside of Mass!
   

Monday, August 10, 2026
 8:00AM—Cathol ic Schoolhouse , Hal l of Saints
 5:00PM—Mondays with Mary , St . Margaret Church
 5:30PM—St. Vincent de Paul Meeting , St . E l izabeth Seton Room

Tuesday, August 11 ,  2026
 8:30AM—St. Matthew’s Gui ld , St . Ceci l ia Room
 5:30PM—GriefShare , St . Ignat ius Room
 6:00PM—Fal l Festival Planning Meeting , St . E l izabeth Seton Room  
 

Wednesday, August 12, 2026
 Parish Office Closed Today from 8:00AM unti l  1 :00PM!
 7:30AM—Eucharist ic Adoration , St . Margaret Church
 9:00AM—Staff Meeting , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 5:00PM—Junior Youth Group , St . John Paul I I  Room
 6:30PM—High School Youth Group , St . John Paul I I  Room
 6:30PM—OCIA , St . Jean Vianney Room
 6:30PM—KC Fourth Degree Meeting , St . Mar ia Gorett i Room

Thursday, August 13, 2026
 4:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church
 5:30PM—Pastoral Counci l Meeting , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 7:00PM—Finance Counci l Meeting , St . E l izabeth Seton Room

Friday, August 14, 2026
 6:00PM—Assumption of the BVM Vigi l Mass , St . Margaret Church
  

Saturday, August 15, 2026
 8:00AM—Assumption of the BVM Mass , St . Margaret Church 
 3:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church
 5:00PM—Young Adult “Rooted” Movie Night , St . Margaret Room
 5:00PM—Going Away Reception for Landry, Par ish Hal l

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

Thank you, Bereavement Commit tee!

Catechists prepar ing for a new
Par ish School of Rel ig ion (PSR) year .

Cover art , Walking on Water by Yongsung Kim, painted 1883.


