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Masthead photo: A young friar prepares CALLED BY NAME
for transitus, the Franciscan tradition of

o e EE T ‘THEY SAW SOMETHING IN ME
: ' THAT | COULDN'T SEE IN MYSELF'

take on special significance, as Pope
Leo has declared a special jubilee year
recognizing eight centuries of Francis of 149 hen I first became Vocation Director, I discovered something
Assisi's profound influence on the Church. remarkable,” said Fr. Jordan Dosch, a priest of the Diocese of Bismarck.
“I was looking through our archives and discovered an old ‘Called by Name’
list from about fifteen years earlier” The list was from a campaign during which
the bishop asked people to suggest young men who might make good priests. “As
I looked at this long list of hundreds of
young men, I saw my own name.”
“What's amazing to me is that when
my name was submitted, I was in junior
high, and wasn’t even thinking about the
priesthood—I barely even understood
what it was. But someone saw something
in me that I couldn’t yet see in myself”
As Fr. Dosch examined the list, he saw
more names he recognized. “T checked i .
closely, and almost all of our young " ) :
priests were on that list,” he said. “And Z‘f{gﬁzﬂﬁf ;‘Z’nﬁ_c,‘ff';rfsn;{fjl,fg’ﬂfre
some names were on the list ten times,  with two deacons at their ordination in St.
which is a pretty good clue!” Peters Bosilica
Fr. Dosch says lay people have an
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The Romance of Religious Life

Many women say, “| could never be a nun. |
want a guy to sweep me off my feet. | want
walks on the beach, candlelight dinners,

and warm embraces.” And yet there are important role to play in calling forth priestly vocations. “Every young Catholic
thousands of religious sisters who are guy has to struggle at some point with whether God may be calling him,” he said.
head-over-heels in love with Jesus Christ, “So when you see a devout young man and ask, ‘Have you ever considered the
who relish being His bride, who will do priesthood?” it might confirm something that is already stirring in his heart”

anything to please Him, and who are too
romantic to choose any other kind of life!
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