
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (A)
PEW BUDDY

T H E                   APR IL 25/26 ,  2026

“ I  came so tha t  they
m igh t  have l i f e  and
have i t  abundan t l y . ”

St. Margaret Church & Parish Office 
30300 Cathol ic Hal l Road | Hammond | LA 70403

P.O. Box 100 | Albany | LA 70711

St. Thomas the Apostle Chapel 
31718 Main Street | Springfield | LA 70462

OFFICE HOURS
We are open Tuesday 
through Friday from 

8:00AM until 3:00PM, 
but closed for lunch from 

12:00PM until 1:00PM!
We are closed on Monday!

By Phone:
225.567.3573

By Email:
 stmargaret@diobr.org

Website:
stmargaretstthomas.com

CONTACT US

~ J o h n  1 0 : 1 0



PONDERINGS OF THE
PEDALING PADRE

By Father Paul Gros

Dear Parish Family,

Peace in the Lord Jesus Christ as we continue to celebrate this Easter Season. I want
to begin my bulletin article with a little "Church Etiquette 101." Courtesy is a virtue that
falls under the theological virtue of Charity. It means being attentive to others’ needs
and feelings, being gentle in speech, and respecting others’ time, space, and dignity.
Courtesy is something we should all foster in many different ways, especially at Mass—
letting others into the pew, refraining from chewing gum, excusing yourself if you feel
unwell, yielding to one another in the parking lot, and opening doors for one another.
These are simple and courteous ways we can all be mindful of living out our Christian
faith within the very community with whom we worship.

When it comes to children… you know I love having our children at Mass! However, as
parents, we too want to be courteous and mindful of those around us. Children are
going to cry, squirm, coo, cackle, smile at the people in the next pew, and climb on
their father’s arms (as I once did). This is what children do, and as a community, we
should expect and welcome this. As the saying goes, "A church that isn’t crying is
dying"!

At the same time, I want to encourage parents to feel that it is okay to excuse yourself
if a child is "screaming bloody murder" or has crossed the threshold into disrupting the
entire congregation. A father once joked to me, "Father, we call that the walk of
shame." He was being facetious, of course, but it is true that children have a way of
humbling us! Please know that as parents, you are still participating in the Mass even if
you feel you "didn't get anything out of it." Grace is still present to you and your family,
and you are teaching your children the vital importance of our Sunday obligation.

I also want to discourage toys that make noise in the pews—anything that clicks, beeps,
honks, toots, bellows or pings. These kinds of toys can be quite distracting to those
sitting nearby. This, of course, does not include stuffed animals, books, "Squishies," or
toy planes or cars rolled quietly on the padded pews.

In the end, children will be children, and we embrace that as a parish family. I applaud
and thank all our parents who take the promises they made to God at their child’s
baptism seriously by bringing their little ones to Holy Mass. Parents thank you for
making our parish a living, breathing family of faith. May our patience and courtesy
towards one another be a reflection of the Father’s infinite patience and love toward
us. 

Have a wonderful week!

Fr Paul 
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EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH
SEMINARIAN CRAWFISH BOIL THIS WEEKEND

Come join us for the 2026 Crawfish Boi l in honor of our seminar ians. This is a great t ime to
vis i t wi th the seminar ians and fe l low par ish ioners. The crawfish boi l wi l l  be held on Sunday,
Apri l 26, 2026 , at 12:30PM .  With your t icket , you wi l l  receive 3 pounds of crawf ish, corn and
potatoes. Tickets are $25 each and wi l l  be sold after each Mass and in the par ish off ice. Join
us in th is wonderfu l cause in support ing our seminar ians as they journey to pr iesthood!

MAY CROWNING
On Sunday, May 3, 2026, after the 10:00AM Mass, our PSR students wi l l  part ic ipate in our
annual May Crowning in the piazza in front of the Church. Young people (and old ones too!)
are invi ted to br ing l ive f lowers to place at the base of the statue of the Blessed Mother.
Dur ing the month of May, we pray for a l l  of our Mothers as we ask the Blessed Mother’s
intercess ion that we might grow to be more l ike her in fa i th, love and char i ty ! Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Pray for us!

FR. KUMAR & FR. LAZ HOST INDIAN DINNER FUNDRAISER
On Tuesday, May 5, 2026 , at 6:00PM Fr . Kumar and Fr . Laz wi l l  be host ing an “ Indian Meal”
fundra iser in the par ish hal l to ra ise funds to send young women in India to school . Their abi l i ty
to get an educat ion wi l l  help prevent the human trafficking of these young women. I t only costs
$350 to send one young lady to school for a year in India. We wi l l  enjoy a tradi t ional Indian-sty le
meal and good company with each other . Please br ing a dessert to share for after the meal .
Donat ions are appreciated!

STEWARDSHIP THIS WEEK
Thanks to your generosi ty , 
the Regular Col lect ion for 

the weekend of Apri l 18/19, 2026, 
tota led: 

$12,780.00.

The Second Collection next weekend wi l l
be for the Bui lding & Maintenance Fund !  

Thank you for your k indness 
and generosi ty to our ministr ies!

TO 
GIVE...
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Saturday, Apri l 25, 2026, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass
Bergeron-Plauche’ Famil ies, Susan Hammett Brantley, Elroy Cain, Karen Chemay, 

Jeff Day, Larry J. Evans, Pete Fisher, June & Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. , Homer Gaspard,
Ricky Genre, Lathan Hart, Sterl ing & Jeanette Higginbotham, Hi lton Hoover, 
Mary, Joe L. & Wil l iam Juhasz, George Kerner, Alberta & Francis Kronlage, 

Vernon & Dorothy Landry, Frank Leon, Ray & Connie Louviere, Manina Family, 
Brandon Mayeaux, Gina Moscary, Judy, Mitch, Andrew & Tony Monistere, Patt i Niehaus,

Sue Novak, Dr. Wil l iam T. O’Brien, I I I ,  Sidney Ourso, Lynette Pfiffner, 
Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner, Joseph, Mary & Raymond Resetar, Anne Sherman, 

Judy Sherman and Vito Tal l ia, Sr.

Sunday, Apri l 26, 2026, 8:00AM Mass
Jerry Adamcewicz, Shelby Aucoin, Lloyd Dominguez, John LaGrange, 

Clarence & Faye Landeche & Family, David Landeche & Family, 
Margie & Joe Liuzza, Charl ie Martin, Pam Newman, Stormy Perry, E.D. Purvis, 

Gerard Lou Staub and Charles & Marie Stumpf & Family

Sunday, Apri l 26, 2026, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, Apri l 26, 2026, 5:30PM Mass
Hilton Hoover 
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Margaret is given in memory of 

Shel ly Cyrus by Carol McGough.

The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Thomas Chapel is given in memory of 
Paul ine Frisbie by Mary & Stephanie.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Monday, Apri l 27, 2026, 5:30PM Mass (Easter Weekday)
Donivan Jones

Tuesday, Apri l 28, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Easter Weekday)
Lynette Pfiffner

Wednesday, Apri l 29, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Memorial of St. Catherine of Siena)
George & Eric Navarre

Thursday, Apri l 30, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Easter Weekday)
Mary LeBlanc

Friday, May 1, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Easter Weekday)
Chuck Raborn, Sr.



The Pew Buddy | Page 06

PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM on
Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a message
on the emergency line at extension 106.

PRIESTS
Father Paul August Gros (Pastor)

Father Kumar Kolakani (Ass istant Pastor)
 

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Admin is trat ive Ass is tant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ion is t 

& Cemetery Sa les)
Peggy Dessel le (Contr ibut ions Manager 

& Wedding Coordinator)
 

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 

(Rel ig ious Educat ion, Youth Min ister ,  
& Communicat ions Coordinator)

Debbie Corbett (Safe Environment &
Bapt ismal Coordinator)

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Gather Hymnal Number 1070

Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Peter preaches to the Jews.

1 Peter 2:20b-25
“By his wounds you have been healed.”

John 10:1-10
A call to follow in the footsteps of Jesus,

the gate and the shepherd.

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 2/3, 2026
Acts 6:1-7

1 Peter 2:4-9
John 14:1-12

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM - St . Margaret Church

Sunday-8:00AM - St . Thomas Chapel
10:00AM & 5:30PM - St . Margaret Church

Daily Masses
Monday-5:30PM (after Mondays with Mary)

 Tuesday through Fr iday - 7:00AM 
St. Margaret Church

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday - 7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF



Sunday, Apri l 26, 2026
 World Day of Prayer for Vocations!
 Cathol ic Home Missions Special Col lect ion!
 1 1 : 15AM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades K-6) , Hal l of Saints
 12:30PM—Seminarian Crawfish Boi l , Par ish Hal l
 6:45PM—Confirmation Practice (Grades 9-11) , St . Margartet Church
 
Monday, Apri l 27, 2026
 8:15AM—Cathol ic Schoolhouse , Hal l of Saints
 5:00PM—Mondays With Mary , St . Margaret Church 

Tuesday, Apri l 28, 2026
 8:30AM—St. Matthew’s Gui ld , St . Ceci l ia Room
 6:00PM—Confirmation (Grade 9) , St . Margaret Church
 6:00PM—Adult Confirmation Class , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
  
Wednesday, Apri l 29, 2026
 Adoration Ends at 5:00PM Tonight!
 7:30AM—Eucharist ic Adoration , St . Margaret Church
 6:00PM—Confirmation (Grades 10 & 11) , St . Margaret Church
  
Thursday, Apri l 30, 2026
 4:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church
 
Friday, May 1, 2026
 9:30AM—Divine Readers , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 
Saturday, May 2, 2026
 Bui lding & Maintenance Fund Second Collection!
 3:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church
 

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

Regina Cael i  
(O Queen of  Heaven)  

-  sung at  the end of  Mass
before the c losing col lect .


