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DIVINE MERCY AND 
THE GIFT OF LIFE

By Deacon Randell  Waguespack

On this Second Sunday of Easter, the Church celebrates Divine Mercy Sunday, drawing our attention
to the tender, healing love that flows from the heart of the risen Christ. Today’s Gospel (John 20:19–
31) finds the disciples locked away in fear, burdened by failure, confusion, and doubt. Into their fear,
Jesus comes, not with condemnation, but with mercy. He stands among them and says, “Peace be
with you.”

The mercy of Jesus does not ignore wounds; it meets them. He invites Thomas to touch His hands
and side, transforming doubt into faith and fear into trust. Divine Mercy reveals that no situation is
beyond God’s healing love and no human life is beyond His concern. His mercy reaches every
wounded place, including fragile moments when life itself hangs in the balance.

This celebration of Divine Mercy coincides with April’s invitation to reflect on the dignity of human
life, especially the lives of unborn children, their mothers, and children living in vulnerable
circumstances. Mercy and respect for life are inseparable. The Gospel reminds us that respect for life
is not rooted in judgment or fear, but in a faith-filled love that restores hope and opens the door to
new possibilities.

Women facing unexpected pregnancies and families living through difficult circumstances experience
isolation, anxiety, and uncertainty. Like the disciples behind locked doors, they may feel overwhelmed
and alone. The message of Divine Mercy speaks directly into those moments: You are not alone.
Peace is possible. Help is near.

God’s mercy takes concrete form through ministries like Walking with Moms in Need, which
accompanies pregnant and parenting women with compassion, practical support, and authentic
relationships. Mercy also shines through the Fostering Hope Ministry, which supports foster families
who open their hearts and homes to children in need of safety, stability, and love. Together, these
ministries embody the Church’s commitment to walk with families at every stage of life - listening
without judgment, offering help with dignity, and ensuring that choosing life is supported by real
compassion and real care.

When Jesus tells the disciples, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you,” He sends them -and us
- to be instruments of mercy. We are sent to unlock doors, to accompany rather than abandon, and
to make God’s love tangible through prayer, presence, and practical support. Supporting mothers,
welcoming children, and standing alongside foster families are powerful ways the Church lives this
mission.

On this Divine Mercy Sunday, let us pray that our hearts be shaped more fully by the heart of Christ.
May our community be a place where fear gives way to peace, doubt to hope, and vulnerability to
faithful companionship. And may we never forget: every human life is a gift, and mercy makes room
for life to flourish.

“Jesus, I trust in You.”
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EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH
EVALUATE THE DEACON CANDIDATES
Join Father Jamin David, Vicar Genera l , and the Deacon Format ion Homi let ics Class to
part ic ipate in a night of homi l ies, feedback and evaluat ion! Deacon candidates wi l l  be expected
to give homi l ies in a lab sett ing at St . Margaret , and Fr. Jamin wi l l  cr i t ique them based upon a
model that had previous ly been given them in their f i rs t preaching class. YOU CAN HELP! We
need a “congregat ion” to a lso part ic ipate in giv ing construct ive feedback. The “preaching lab”
wi l l  be on Tuesday, Apri l 14, 2026 , from 6:00PM unt i l  9:00PM in St . Margaret Church. Your
part ic ipat ion as a “teaching par ish” is great ly appreciated, and our candidates wi l l  learn much
from your wisdom, feedback, and presence! Please br ing your fr iends!

THEOLOGY IN A BOTTLE
Our next “Theology in a Bott le,” our adul t educat ion minis try , wi l l  be Sunday, Apri l 19, 2026 , at
6:45PM (fo l lowing the 5:30PM Mass) .  Dr . Chr is topher Ragusa, Assis tant Professor of Theology
at Franciscan Missionar ies of Our Lady Universi ty , wi l l  present “The Last Gulp: The Digni ty of
the Human Person & the End of Life.” Join us to learn more about your fa i th!

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR OUR SEMINARIANS
Come join us for the 2026 Crawf ish Boi l in honor of the seminar ians. This is a great t ime to
vis i t wi th the seminar ians and fe l low par ish ioners. The crawfish boi l wi l l  be held on Sunday,
Apri l 26, 2026 , at 12:30PM .  With your t icket , you wi l l  receive 3 pounds of crawf ish, corn and
potatoes. Tickets are $25 each and wi l l  be sold after each Mass and in the par ish off ice. Join
us in th is wonderfu l cause in support ing our seminar ians as they journey to pr iesthood!

WELCOME NEW CATHOLICS! 
Congratu lat ions to our new, fu l ly in i t iated
members to receive the Easter Sacraments last
weekend: Daniel Crider, Jackson Hirsch,
Jameson Hirsch, Trace Sceroler, Maria Jimenez
Taveras, Corey Zeigler, Emily Dantone, Dawn
Webster Dolski , Malcolm Fitzhugh, Garrett
Hoyt, Summer Matherne Martinez, Breck
Ragan, Chloe Crain Sheridan, Brooke Martin
Thames .  Tiffany Comeaux and Esjay Canchola
were a lso Confirmed in the Lord. Cont inue to
pray for them in their fa i th journey!

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
The par ish office wi l l  be closed on Wednesday,
Apri l 15, 2026 , for the staff to at tend a diocese
event . Please take care of any business around  
th is closure. Thanks for your cooperat ion!
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THE LORD IS MY STRENGTH
APRIL FOOD DISTRIBUTION
In March, approximate ly 190 fami l ies (536 Indiv iduals) received per ishables and boxes of food.
Annual regis trat ion wi l l  be on Monday, June 29, 2026 , from 8:30-11 :30AM at St . Margaret in
the Hal l of Saints . We look forward to seeing you on Apri l 16, 2026 for our month ly Food
Distr ibut ion from 9:00-11 :00AM .  Volunteers are needed from 7:00–11 :30AM .  I f you a lready
volunteer , let your team leader know that you wi l l  be able to help. I f you want to get involved,
please cal l 985-969-7477 so we can best ut i l i ze your t ime and ta lents. The St . Margaret Food
Distr ibut ion is the 3rd Thursday of each month!



CALLING ALL PRAYER WARRIORS
 Please jo in our Prayer Line Ministers as we pray for these fami ly members and fr iends: 

 
Gwen & Walter Barado, Louis Bartus, Clark Bergeron, Nancy Bergeron, Cindy Brasington,
Amber Sti l ley Cocchiola, Shir ley Darouse, Hatt ie Davis, Betty Sue Deakles, Rhonda
Dedman, Irene Good DeMars, Adel ine Evans, Jimmy Giannobi le, Wendy Gil l ,  David
Guil lot , Hannah Gui l lotte, Joseph Hanewinkel , Joe Hanewinkel , I I I ,  Ann Hassenbouhler,
Trist ian Harrison, Fulton Charles Hebert, Tommy Hebert, Brian Helmstetter, Lani Herbert,
Mary E. Herbert, Marsha Hoffman, Bi l l  Hoover, Suzanne Howze, Teresa Ivanyisky,
Melanie Johnston, Frank Kovach, Barbara Lebovitz, Bi l l  Louviere, Mike Matherne,
Patricia Matthews, Dwaine McDaniel , Maggie Mil let , Joseph Mocsary, Erica Montz, Fay
Murray, Meghan Page, Terry Parrino, Pete Pfiffner, Adrian Phi l l ips, Jr. , Steve Plauche,
Wayne Poche, Herb Pretus, Marie Prine, Kim Prokop, Lester Sanchez, Brooklyn Sansone,
Valeri i  Sekisov & Family, Ricky Simoneaux, Mary Stabi le, Brittnay Sti l ley, Danette
Sti l ley, Christ ine & Joseph Stolf , Sharon Stolf , Annie Tal l ia, Carolyn Toole, Trysten
Tucker, Barney Wall ,  Lucy Whiddon, Dominick David Wright, Gunner Wrinkles, those in
the Armed Services and law enforcement, and al l who need our prayers.
 

Want to add someone to th is prayer l is t? Cal l the par ish off ice. 
Want our prayer warr iors to pray for your intent ions? 

Contact Rose Mary at 985.507.7487.
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STEWARDSHIP THIS WEEK
Thanks to your generosi ty , the Regular Col lect ion for the weekend of 

Apri l 4/5, 2026, and Holy Thursday Collection tota led: 

$19,819.00.

The Bui lding & Maintenance Fund Second Collection tota led:

$4,299.00.

The Good Friday Col lection for the Holy Land tota led:

$1,795.00

There wi l l  be no Second or Special Col lect ion next weekend! 

Thank you for your k indness and generosi ty to our ministr ies!
TO 

GIVE...

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, His love is ever last ing.
HIS MERCY ENDURES FOREVER



Saturday, Apri l 11 ,  2026, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass
Adam Amato, Bergeron-Plauche’ Famil ies, Cherie Berteau, Susan Hammett Brantley, 
Elroy Cain, Karen Chemay, Barbara Connick, Jeff Day, Larry J. Evans, Pete Fisher, 

June & Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. , Pam, Vincent, Angelo & Joseph Gaeta, Homer Gaspard, 
Ricky Genre, Andrew Heltz, Hi lton Hoover, Mary, Joe L. & Wil l iam Juhasz, 

Alberta & Francis Kronlage, Vernon & Dorothy Landry, Ray & Connie Louviere, 
Manina Family, Judy, Mitch, Andrew & Tony Monistere, Patt i Niehaus, Sue Novak, 
Dr. Wil l iam T. O’Brien, I I I ,  June Koles Olah, Sidney Ourso, Ralph & Phyl l is Penning,

Lynette Pfiffner, Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner, Diosada Ramona Ramos, Conrad Rossie,
Anne Sherman, Judy Sherman, Vito Tal l ia, Sr. and Yancy Watkins

Sunday, Apri l 12, 2026, 8:00AM Mass
Jerry Adamcewicz, Lloyd Dominguez, John LaGrange, 

Clarence & Faye Landeche & Family, David Landeche & Family, Margie & Joe Liuzza,
Charl ie Martin, Pam Newman, John, Grace, Joe & Sunny Notariano, E.D. Purvis, 

Gerard Lou Staub and Charles & Marie Stumpf & Family

Sunday, Apri l 12, 2026, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, Apri l 12, 2026, 5:30PM Mass
Roy & Ada Leblanc 
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Margaret is given in memory of 

George & Eric Navarre by Kim Navarre.

The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Thomas Chapel is burning 
for al l the Holy Souls in Purgatory .

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

Monday, Apri l 13, 2026, 5:30PM Mass (Easter Weekday)
Shir ley Darouse

Tuesday, Arpi l 14, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Easter Weekday)
Melissa Labranche

Wednesday, Apri l 15, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Easter Weekday)
George & Eric Navarre

Thursday, Apri l 16, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Easter Weekday)
Chuck Raborn, Sr.

Friday, Apri l 17, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Easter Weekday)
Donivan Jones
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PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM on
Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a message
on the emergency line at extension 106.

PRIESTS
Father Paul August Gros (Pastor)

Father Kumar Kolakani (Ass istant Pastor)
 

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Admin is trat ive Ass is tant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ion is t 

& Cemetery Lia ison)
Peggy Dessel le (Contr ibut ions Manager 

& Wedding Coordinator)
 

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 

(Rel ig ious Educat ion, Youth Min ister ,  
& Communicat ions Coordinator)

Debbie Corbett (Safe Environment &
Bapt ismal Coordinator)

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS
Divine Mercy Sunday

Gather Hymnal Number 1066

Acts 2:42-47
A summary of the first 

Christians’ communal life.
1 Peter 1:3-9

The suffering early Christians 
are called to hope.

John 20:19-31
The disciples are sent forth 

to be signs of Jesus’ presence.

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
Third Sunday of Easter

April 18/19, 2026
Acts 2:14, 22-33
1 Peter 1:17-21
Luke 24:13-35

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM - St . Margaret Church

Sunday-8:00AM - St . Thomas Chapel
10:00AM & 5:30PM - St . Margaret Church

Daily Masses
Monday-5:30PM (after Mondays with Mary)

 Tuesday through Fr iday - 7:00AM 
St. Margaret Church

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday - 7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF



Sunday, Apri l 12, 2026
 St. Margaret Ministr ies Second Collection!
 10:00AM—First Communion , St . Margaret Church
 1 1 : 15AM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades K-6) , Hal l of Saints
 2:30PM—Marian Servant Divine Mercy Service , St . Margaret Church
 6:45PM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades 7-8) , Hal l of Saints 
 6:45PM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades 9-11) , Par ish Hal l
      

Monday, Apri l 13, 2026
 8:15AM—Cathol ic Schoolhouse , Hal l of Saints
 5:00PM—Mondays With Mary , St . Margaret Church 
 5:30PM—St. Vincent de Paul Meeting , St . E l izabeth Seton Room

Tuesday, Apri l 14, 2026
 8:30AM—St. Matthew’s Gui ld , St . Ceci l ia Room
 9:30AM—Bible Study, Book of Hebrews , St . Ignat ius Room
 6:00PM—Deacon Candidates Homilet ics Class , St . Margaret Church
  

Wednesday, Apri l 15, 2026
 Parish Office Closed!
 7:30AM—Eucharist ic Adoration ,St . Margaret Church
 5:00PM—Junior Youth Group , St . John Paul I I  Room
 6:30PM—KC Fourth Degree Meeting , St . Mar ia Gorett i Room
  

Thursday, Apri l 16, 2026
 9:00AM—Food Distr ibution , St . Margaret Campus
 4:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church
 5:00PM—High School Youth Group , Off Campus
 5:30PM—CDA Rosary , St . Ignat ius Room
 6:00PM—Cathol ic Daughters Meeting , St . Ignat ius Room

Friday, Apri l 17, 2026
 No Extraordinary Events Scheduled Today!
 

Saturday, Apri l 18, 2026
 3:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE


