
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A)
PEW BUDDY

T H E                FEBRUARY 7/8 ,  2026

“You a re the l i gh t
o f  the wor l d . ”

~ M a t t h e w  5 : 1 4

St. Margaret Church & Parish Office 
30300 Cathol ic Hal l Road | Hammond | LA 70403

P.O. Box 100 | Albany | LA 70711

St. Thomas the Apostle Chapel 
31718 Main Street | Springfield | LA 70462

OFFICE HOURS
We are open Tuesday 
through Friday from 

8:00AM until 3:00PM, 
but closed for lunch from 

12:00PM until 1:00PM!
We are closed on Monday!

By Phone:
225.567.3573

By Email:
 stmargaret@diobr.org

Website:
stmargaretstthomas.com

CONTACT US



SALT, LIGHT AND
SOCIAL JUSTICE

By Deacon Randall  Waguespack

Every year on February 20th, the Church observes the World Day of Social Justice,
which calls attention to the need for equality, inclusion, and respect for human rights. This
focus aligns closely with the readings for the Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, when Jesus
tells his disciples: “You are the salt of the earth… You are the light of the world” (Matthew
5:13–14). These images remind us that Christian faith is meant to shape society, especially
where human dignity is threatened or ignored.

At the heart of Catholic Social Teaching is the belief that every human person is created
in the image and likeness of God. Because of this, each person possesses an inherent
dignity that cannot be earned, lost, or denied. This dignity belongs equally to the unborn
child, the poor, the unemployed, the migrant, the elderly, and all who experience exclusion
or discrimination. A just society is measured by how it treats its most vulnerable members.

The World Day of Social Justice highlights the responsibility of governments, institutions,
and individuals to address poverty, unemployment, gender inequality, and violations of
human rights. These are not merely political concerns; they are moral issues that affect real
human lives. The First Reading from Isaiah makes this clear: “Share your bread with the
hungry, shelter the oppressed and the homeless… Then your light shall break forth like the
dawn” (Isaiah 58:7–8). True love of God is inseparable from concern for those who are
marginalized.

St. John Paul II emphasized that the defense of human life must be consistent and
inclusive. Human life is sacred at every stage and in every condition. A society committed
to justice protects the unborn while also confronting social injustices—such as poverty,
racism, and lack of access to dignified work—that threaten life and dignity.

To be salt and light today means more than good intentions. It calls us to concrete action:
accompanying the poor and marginalized, advocating for policies that protect life and
human rights, and fostering parish communities where all are welcomed and valued. As
Jesus reminds us, our good works are meant to shine—not for our glory, but so that
others may “give glory to your heavenly Father” (Matthew 5:16).

Prayer:
God of justice and mercy, open our eyes to the dignity of every person and strengthen us
to build a more just and inclusive world. Make us salt and light, so that your love may shine
through us. Amen.

St. Margaret, Queen of Scotland
Respect Life Ministry
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EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH

ST. JOSEPH ALTAR PLANNING MEETING
The St . Joseph Al tar wi l l  be on March 15, 2026 .  There wi l l  be a planning meet ing on Tuesday,
February 10, 2026 , at 9:30AM in the St . E l izabeth Seton Room of the Hal l of Saints . I f you are
interested in working with the St . Joseph Al tar , please join us! For addi t ional informat ion,
contact John or Mary Gaeta at 225.567.2193 or 985.320.6520.

GET YOUR TICKETS FOR LENTEN MEATLESS MEALS
Tickets for our Lenten Meat less Meals wi l l  be on sa le outside of a l l  Masses beginning th is
weekend. As in the past , the meals are different every week including fr ied fish, gumbo, corn &
crab bisque and crawfish etouffee. The t ickets are $12 per meal and the fi rs t meal of fr ied fish,
corn on the cob, gar l ic but tered potatoes, bread and dessert wi l l  be avai lable on Friday,
February 20, 2026 .  Proceeds wi l l  benefi t our var ious service minis tr ies.

PARISH OFFICE CLOSURES
The par ish office wi l l  be closed on Wednesday, February 11 , 2026 , from 8:00AM unt i l  1 :00PM
for our month ly staff meet ing. The office wi l l  a lso be closed a l l  day on Friday, February 13,
2026 , for a specia l staff out ing. Please take care of any business before or after these t imes.
Thank you for your considerat ion!

LENT BEGINS SOON
Ash Wednesday wi l l  be celebrated on February 18, 2026 .  I t is a day of fast ing and abst inence
and is the fi rs t day of Lent . I t der ives i ts name from the pract ice of blessing ashes made from
palm branches blessed on the previous year ’s Palm Sunday and placing them on the heads of
part icipants. Masses on Ash Wednesday wi l l  be as fol lows: 7:00AM and 6:00PM at St . Margaret
and 12:00PM at St . Thomas. Al l are welcome and encouraged to part icipate. 

Adorat ion wi l l  end on Ash Wednesday with the Benedict ion at 5:00PM .

THEOLOGY IN A BOTTLE
Our next “Theology in a Bott le,” our adul t educat ion minis try , wi l l  be Sunday, February 22,
2026 , at 6:45PM (fol lowing the 5:30PM Mass). Al l ison Daig le with Women’s New Life Cl in ic wi l l
present “Simply Sweet: A Taste into New Life.” She wi l l  be touching on topics such as pro- l i fe
awareness, the Women's New Life Cl in ic, resources avai lable, and how we can a l l  become
involved as a community to help and support th is cause. 

LENTEN BOOK STUDY
Join Fr . Paul and our One Book, One Church minis try for a six-week Lenten Book Study on
“Anima Chr is t i : Soul of Chr is t” by Mother Mary Francis , P.C.C. beginning Thursday, February
19, 2026 , at 6:00PM in St . Margaret Church. Books wi l l  be avai lable the weekend of February
14/15, 2026 .
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BE A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN MARRIED?
Join Bishop Michael Duca to celebrate couples who are marr ied for 25, 50, 65 years or more in
2026 on Sunday, March 22, 2026 , at 2:00PM at Immaculate Concept ion Cathol ic Church in
Denham Spr ings. The fami l ies of the honored couples are a lso invi ted to at tend the l i turgy and a
recept ion in the ICC Par ish Hal l . Would you l ike to register as a part ic ipant so that our diocese
can celebrate your important anniversary? Contact Tammy in the par ish off ice by Thursday,
February 26, 2026 , to register !

USHERS NEEDED
A Hospi ta l i ty Minis ter (Usher) is that
fi rs t person you meet as you enter St .
Margaret and St . Thomas. I t is the
warm welcome and generous smi le or
the opening of the door and helping
you find a place to si t among the
congregat ion that keeps folks coming
back. Our Minis ters of Hospi ta l i ty are
there to welcome, assis t and assure
that everyone’s t ime of worship with
us is inv i t ing. Please contact the
minis try chairperson, Kim Navarre at
985.634.5366, i f you can help
evangel ize by welcoming a l l  into our
Church. 

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED
What better way to serve the Lord
than to serve Him at the Al tar? As an
Altar Server , you wi l l  assis t the Pr iest
or Deacon with the preparat ion of the
Altar , present the Roman Missa l for
opening and closing prayers, and
receive the gif ts presented by the
congregat ion, a l l  wi th reverence and
respect . We invi te anyone who has
received their Firs t Communion to join
us in th is minis try . I f you are
interested in serving, please cal l
B layne Husser at 985.551 . 1968. We are
current ly in need of addi t ional Al tar
Servers especia l ly for 5:30PM Mass.

NEW MASSES SCHEDULED
Beginning Monday, February 23, 2026, at 5:30PM ,
join us for the celebrat ion of the Mass fol lowing the
Mondays with Mary Rosary.
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HEALING POWER: PRAYING FOR OTHERS
 Please jo in our Prayer Line Ministers as we pray for these fami ly members and fr iends: 

 
Gwen & Walter Barado, Clark Bergeron, Nancy Bergeron, Cindy Brasington, Amber Sti l ley
Cocchiola, Shir ley Darouse, Hatt ie Davis, Betty Sue Deakles, Rhonda Dedman, Irene Good
DeMars, Paulette Duhe, Adel ine Evans, Jimmy Giannobi le, Wendy Gil l ,  David Gui l lot ,
Hannah Gui l lotte, Joseph Hanewinkel , Joe Hanewinkel , I I I ,  Ann Hassenbouhler, Trist ian
Harrison, Fulton Charles Hebert, Tommy Hebert, Brian Helmstetter, Lani Herbert, Mary E.
Herbert, Marsha Hoffman, Bi l l  Hoover, Darrel l Hoover, Tyler Hoover, Suzanne Howze,
Teresa Ivanyisky, Melanie Johnston, Frank Kovach, Barbara Lebovitz, Bi l l  Louviere,
Patricia Matthews, Dwaine McDaniel , Maggie Mil let , Erica Montz, Terry Parrino, Pete
Pfiffner, Adrian Phi l l ips, Jr. , Steve Plauche, Wayne Poche, Herb Pretus, Marie Prine,
Lester Sanchez, Brooklyn Sansone, Valeri i  Sekisov & Family, Ricky Simoneaux, Mary
Stabi le, Brittnay Sti l ley, Danette Sti l ley, Christ ine & Joseph Stolf , Annie Tal l ia, Carolyn
Toole, Trysten Tucker, Barney Wall ,  Gunner Wrinkles, those in the Armed Services and
law enforcement, and al l who need our prayers.
 

Want to add someone to th is prayer l is t? Cal l the par ish off ice. 
Want our prayer warr iors to pray for your intent ions? 

Contact Rose Mary at 985.507.7487.

STEWARDSHIP THIS WEEK
Thanks to your generosi ty , 

the Regular Col lect ion 
for the weekend of 

January 31/February 1 , 2026,
tota led: 

$15,122.00.

There wi l l  be no 
Second or Special Col lect ion 

next weekend! 

Thank you for your k indness 
and generosi ty to our ministr ies!

TO 
GIVE...

The just man is a l ight in darkness to the upr ight .
JUSTICE STANDS FIRM FOREVER



Saturday, February 7, 2026, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass
Victor & Bessie Bagl io Family, Bergeron-Plauche’ Famil ies, Phi l ip Brabham, 

Karen Chemay, Jeff Day, Larry J. Evans, June & Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. , 
Homer Gaspard, Ricky Genre, Mary, Joe L. & Wil l iam Juhasz, David Kraft ,

Alberta & Francis Kronlage, David LeJeune, Michael Jude LeJeune, 
Vernon & Dorothy Landry, Ray & Connie Louviere, Manina Family, Gary McShan,

Adam & Gina Mocsary, Judy, Mitch, Andrew & Tony Monistere, Patt i Niehaus,
Sue Novak, Dr. Wil l iam T. O’Brien, I I I ,  June Koles Olah, Sidney Ourso, 

Lynette Pfiffner, Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner, Anne Sherman, Judy Sherman,  
Vito Tal l ia, Sr. , Yancy Watkins, Barbara Wilson and Russel l Wood

Sunday, February 8, 2026, 8:00AM Mass
Jerry Adamcewicz, Fred J. Armand, Jr. , Lloyd Dominguez, Fulton Charles Hebert,

John LaGrange, Margie & Joe Liuzza, Maria McCulloch, Mary Louise Prokop 
and Gerard Lou Staub

Sunday, February 8, 2026, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, February 8, 2026, 5:30PM Mass
Beatrice Vander Pluymn
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanctuary Lamps at St . Margaret and St . Thomas are burning

in honor of Fr. Paul Gros & Fr. Kumar Kolakani .

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Tuesday, February 10, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Memorial of St. Scholast ica)
George & Eric Navarre

Wednesday, February 11 , 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Lynette Pfiffner

Thursday, February 12, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Hilton Hoover

Friday, February 13, 2026, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Chuck Raborn, Sr.

SANCTUARY LAMP AT ST. THOMAS CHAPEL
Now that the renovat ion at St . Thomas is complete and we have a new sanctuary
lamp with an actua l candle, we can offer the burning of the sanctuary lamp in
memory or honor of a loved one. I f you are interested in having the lamp burn for
your loved one for a week, p lease cal l Tammy in the par ish off ice.
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PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM on
Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a message
on the emergency line at extension 106.

PRIESTS
Father Paul August Gros (Pastor)

Father Kumar Kolakani (Ass istant Pastor)
 

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger
 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Admin is trat ive Ass is tant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ion is t 

& Cemetery Lia ison)
Peggy Dessel le (Contr ibut ions Manager 

& Sacraments Coordinator)
 

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 

(Rel ig ious Educat ion, Youth Min ister ,  
& Communicat ions Coordinator)

Debbie Corbett (Safe Environment)

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gather Hymnal Number 1104

Isaiah 58:7-10
God expects Israel to be people of light.

1 Corinthians 2:1-5
Paul’s strength and wisdom 

comes from the Lord.
Matthew 5:13-16

Others must be able to see 
our good deeds. 

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

February 14/15, 2026
Sirach 15:15-20

1 Corinthians 2:6-10
Matthew 5:17-37

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM - St . Margaret Church

Sunday-8:00AM - St . Thomas Chapel
10:00AM & 5:30PM - St . Margaret Church

Daily Masses
 Tuesday through Fr iday-7:00AM 

St. Margaret Church

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday-7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF



Sunday, February 8, 2026
 Bui lding & Maintenance Fund Second Collection!
 Coffee and Donut Ministry!
 Lenten Meatless Meals Ticket Sales!
 1 1 : 15AM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades K-6) , Hal l of Saints
 1 1 : 15AM—PSR Reconci l iat ion (Grade 6) , St . Margaret Church
 1 :00PM—Passion Play Practice , Par ish Hal l
 6:45PM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades 7-8) , Hal l of Saints
 6:45PM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades 9-11) , Par ish Hal l
 6:45PM—PSR Reconci l iat ion (Grade 9) , St . Margaret Church
  
Monday, February 9, 2026
 8:15AM—Cathol ic Schoolhouse , Hal l of Saints
 5:00PM—Mondays with Mary , St . Margaret Church
 5:30PM—St. Vincent de Paul Meeting , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 
Tuesday, February 10, 2026
 8:30AM—St. Matthew’s Gui ld , St . Ceci l ia Room
 9:30AM—St. Joseph Altar Planning Meeting , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
    
Wednesday, February 11 , 2026
 Parish Office Closed Today from 8:00AM unti l  1 :00PM!
 7:30AM—Eucharist ic Adoration , St . Margaret Church
 9:00AM—Monthly Staff Meeting , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 5:00PM—Junior Youth Group , St . John Paul I I  Room
 6:30PM—High School Youth Group , St . John Paul I I  Room
 6:30PM—OCIA , St . Jean Vianney Room
 6:30PM—KC Fourth Degree Meeting , St . Mar ia Gorett i Room

Thursday, February 12, 2026
 4:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church
 5:30PM—Parish Counci l Meeting , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 7:00PM—Finance Counci l Meeting , St . E l izabeth Seton Room

Friday, February 13, 2026
 Parish Office Closed Today!
 
Saturday, February 14, 2026
 Lenten Meatless Meals Ticket Sales!
 CDA Valentine Bake Sale After Al l Masses!
 3:00PM—Confessions, St . Margaret Church

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE


