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OFFICE HOURS
We are open Tuesday 
through Friday from 

8:00AM until 3:00PM, 
but closed for lunch from 

12:00PM until 1:00PM!
We are closed on Monday!

By Phone:
225.567.3573

By Email:
 stmargaret@diobr.org

Website:
stmargaretstthomas.com

CONTACT US



PONDERINGS OF THE 
PEDAL-N-PADRE

By Father Paul Gros

Dear Parish Family,
 
Peace in the Lord Jesus Christ!
This weekend the Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Family, and this coming Thursday is the Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God. I felt moved by the Lord to share in this bulletin article something I preached on several years ago
regarding the First Reading for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God.
 
The First Reading is always the same every year:
 
Numbers 6:22–27
 
The LORD said to Moses:
“Speak to Aaron and his sons and tell them:
This is how you shall bless the Israelites.
Say to them:
The LORD bless you and keep you!
The LORD let his face shine upon you and be gracious to you!
The LORD look upon you kindly and give you peace!
So shall they invoke my name upon the Israelites, and I will bless them.”
 
What exactly is a blessing? According to Truthly: Catholic AI, “a blessing is an act of divine favor or approval, often
imparted through words, which brings about spiritual, physical, or material well-being. It serves as a tangible sign of God’s
benevolence, protection, and presence.” In my own words, it is a gesture which says, “IT IS GOOD THAT YOU EXIST!”
 
The above blessing from Numbers 6 is called the “Aaronic Blessing” and was traditionally used by the high priest to bless
the people, especially on the Day of Atonement. If you notice, this is the blessing I use every time I bless one of you
outside of Mass. The Church offers this reading because it is seeking God’s blessing for each of you as we begin the
New Year 2026.
 
However, it can also be powerfully connected to the Feast of the Holy Family. Why? Because parents and grandparents
are given authority over their children (especially at a young age) and have the right to bless them just as a priest has
authority as a spiritual father to bless his parishioners in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 
I remember this was something my parents would do every day before I left for school (even as a teenager!). My
mother would use blessed oil to make the sign of the cross on my hands and my forehead. To this day I am grateful to
have received this blessing from God through them!
 
In the end, this is something that is so important for parents and grandparents to do for their children, either before
bedtime or before school in the morning. Using the simple formula that God gave Moses from Numbers 6, it only takes
a minute, and with the use of Holy Water or Holy Oil, it can be a powerful gesture both spiritually and emotionally for
our children. While the world tries to “tear them down,” we as a Church need to “build them up” with God’s blessings.
 
To this day, I know of parents who heard that homily I gave several years ago and still bless their children every night
(even when they may forget, their children will tell them, “Daddy, don’t forget my blessing!”).
 
Have a wonderful week (and a wonderful New Year!) and remember to bless your children and grandchildren! 
 
Fr. Paul



The Pew Buddy | Page 02

EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH

CLOSURES FOR THE HOLIDAYS
In observance of the New Year hol iday, and to give our staff some wel l-deserved rest , the
par ish off ice wi l l  be closed Wednesday through Friday, December 31, 2025, through January
2, 2026 .  P lease tend to any business that you might have before or after these days. We
hope that you and your fami ly have a safe and happy hol iday season!

In observance of the New Year hol iday, there wi l l  be no OCIA class on Wednesday,
December 31, 2025 .  There wi l l  be no PSR classes on December 28, 2025 .  Classes wi l l
resume on January 4, 2026 .  The Youth Group wi l l  not meet on December 31, 2025 .
Mondays with Mary Ministry wi l l  not be meet ing for our weekly rosary on Monday, December
29, 2025 .  Enjoy the break! Return refreshed! We wish everyone a safe and Happy New Year!

VOCATIONS AWARENESS MINISTRY
Join our newly establ ished Vocat ions Awareness
Ministry on Tuesday, January 13, 2026 , at
6:00PM to discuss upcoming events and the
direct ion of the ministry to support and promote
vocat ions. For more informat ion, ca l l  Ba le igh
Henderson at the par ish off ice or emai l her at
bohenderson@stmargaretst thomas.com.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
Join Bishop Michael Duca to celebrate couples
who are marr ied for 25, 50, 65 years or more in
2026 on Sunday, March 22, 2026 , at 2:00PM at
Immaculate Concept ion Cathol ic Church in
Denham Spr ings. The fami l ies of the honored
couples are a lso invi ted to at tend the l i turgy and
a recept ion in the ICC Par ish Hal l . Would you
l ike to register as a part ic ipant so that our
diocese can celebrate your important
anniversary? Contact Tammy in the par ish off ice
by Thursday, February 26, 2026 , to register !

STEWARDSHIP 
THIS WEEK

Thanks to your generosi ty , 
the Regular Col lect ion 

for the weekend of 
December 20/21, 2025, 

tota led: 

$15,576.50.

The Second Collection 
next weekend is for the 

Bui lding & Maintenance Fund !  

Thank you for your k indness 
and generosi ty to our ministr ies!

TO 
GIVE...

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
New Year’s Day is a lso a celebrat ion in the Church of Mary, Mother of God. There wi l l  be
two Masses celebrated for the feast — one on Wednesday, December 31, 2025 , at 6:00PM
and one on Thursday, January 1 , 2026 , at 10:00AM both at St . Margaret . Come give thanks
to God for bless ing us with another year whi le honor ing our Blessed Mother, ask ing her
intercess ion and protect ion and the grace of a heal thy and happy 2026! Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us!
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Saturday, December 27, 2025, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass
Bergeron-Plauche’ Famil ies, Barry & Marguerite Bleakley, Phi l ip Brabham, 
Martha Brown, Karen Chemay, Merri l l  Cooper, Larry J. Evans, Al Faucheux,

June & Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. , Homer Gaspard, Linda C. Gaudin, Ricky Genre,
Barbara Haluska, Hi lton Hoover, Mary, Joe L. & Wil l iam Juhasz, 

Albert & Francis Kronlage, Vernon & Dorothy Landry, Michael Jude LeJeune, 
Ray & Connie Louviere, Manina Family, Adam & Gina Mocsary, 

Judy, Mitch, Andrew & Tony Monistere, Patty Niehaus, Sue Novak, 
Dr. Wil l iam T. O’Brien, I I I ,  June Koles Olah, Sidney Ourso, Sal Pel l i tt ier i ,  Sr. ,
Lynette Pfiffner, Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner, Jim Roach, Anne Sherman, 

Judy Sherman, Sharon Stanley, Andrew & Irene Sziszak and Barbara Wilson 

Sunday, December 28, 2025, 8:00AM Mass
Jerry Adamcewicz, Fred J. Armand, Jr. , Lloyd Dominguez, John LaGrange,

Clarence & Faye Landeche, Landeche Family, Charl ie Martin, Chucky Martin,
Marie McCulloch, Ethel Prokop, E.D. Purvis, Gil l  Scioneaux, Gerard Lou Staub,

Charles & Marie Stumpf and Stumpf Family 

Sunday, December 28, 2025, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, December 28, 2025, 5:30PM Mass
George & Eric Navarre
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Margaret is given in memory of 

Sidney Ourso by the Ourso Fami ly .

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

Tuesday, December 30, 2025, 7:00AM Mass
(Weekday in the Octave of Christmas)

Samara St. Claire

Wednesday, December 31, 2025, 6:00PM Mass
(Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Vigi l)

Yancy Watkins

Thursday, January 1 , 2026, 10:00AM Mass
(Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God)

Lynette Pfiffner

Friday, January 2, 2026, 7:00AM Mass
(Memorial of Ss. Basi l & Gregory Nazianzen)

Francis Kronlage
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PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM on
Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a message
on the emergency line at extension 106.

PRIESTS
Father Paul August Gros (Pastor)

Father Kumar Kolakani (Ass istant Pastor)
 

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger
 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Admin is trat ive Ass is tant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ion is t 

& Cemetery Lia ison)
Peggy Dessel le (Contr ibut ions Manager 

& Sacraments Coordinator)
 

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 

(Rel ig ious Educat ion, Youth Min ister ,  
& Communicat ions Coordinator)

Debbie Corbett (Safe Environment)

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Gather Hymnal Number 1007

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Jewish advice on family relationships. 

Colossians 3:12-21
Living as a family and a community.

Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23
Take the child and his mother, 

and flee into Egypt. 

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
The Epiphany of the Lord

January 3/4, 2026
Isaiah 60:1-6

Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6
Matthew 2:1-12

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM - St . Margaret Church

Sunday-8:00AM - St . Thomas Chapel
10:00AM & 5:30PM - St . Margaret Church

Daily Masses
 Tuesday through Fr iday-7:00AM 

St. Margaret Church

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday-7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF



Sunday, December 28, 2025
 KC Consecration to the Holy Family!
 NO PSR Classes Today!
 2:00PM—Sensory Mass, St. Margaret Church
   
Monday, December 29, 2025
 8:30AM—St. Matthew’s Gui ld, St. Ceci l ia Room
 
Tuesday, December 30, 2025
 7:00AM—Daily Mass , St . Margaret Church
   
Wednesday, December 31, 2025
 New Year’s Eve!
 Parish Office Closed
 6:00PM—Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Mass, St . Margaret Church
 
Thursday, January 1 , 2026
 Happy New Year!
 Parish Office Closed!
 10:00AM—Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Mass , St . Margaret Church
 
Friday, January 2, 2026
  7:00AM—Daily Mass , St . Margaret Church
  
Saturday, January 3, 2026
 Bui lding & Maintenance Fund Second Collection!
 3:00PM—Confessions, St . Margaret Church 

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

THERE WILL BE NO
EUCHARISTIC

ADORATION ON 
WEDNESDAY,

DECEMBER 31. 2025.

Cover art : Rest on the Fl ight into Egypt, Giovanni Bat t is ta Pi t toni , ca. 1725-1726


