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“Amen ,  I  say  to
you ,  today you

w i l l  be w i th  me
in Pa rad i se . ”
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OFFICE HOURS
We are open Tuesday 
through Friday from 

8:00AM until 3:00PM, 
but closed for lunch from 

12:00PM until 1:00PM!
We are closed on Monday!

By Phone:
225.567.3573

By Email:
 stmargaret@diobr.org

Website:
stmargaretstthomas.com

CONTACT US



PONDERINGS OF THE 
PEDAL-N-PADRE

By Father Paul Gros

Dear Parish Family,

Peace in the Lord Jesus Christ on this last weekend of the Liturgical Year! The Church always celebrates the Solemnity of
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (commonly called Christ the King) on this weekend!

In his encyclical entitled Quas Primas, Pope Pius XI addressed the ever-growing rise of secularism that was encroaching in
popular culture following WWI. His desire was to reassert Christ Jesus as King of the Universe (over individuals, families,
and societies) to combat the anti-clerical and anti-Christian ideologies that were eroding the moral fabric of society. It was
also a response to the atheistic communist regimes in Eastern Europe that replaced God with the state. Oh, how much we
need this Solemnity today!

In the Gospel this weekend, we read from Luke 23:35–43, which is a scene from the crucifixion. We read that the Romans
placed a sign (titulus crucis) which was inscribed with the phrase, “This is the King of the Jews.” We know from John’s
Gospel that it was written in Latin, Hebrew, and Greek. This is very significant to us today, not because we speak those
languages, but because all three of those languages are used in our Mass, which is a re-presentation of the sacrifice of the
cross. The Kyrie Eleison at the beginning of Mass is Greek; “amen,” “alleluia,” and “hosanna” are all Hebrew words. Latin,
of course, is the language of the Church and, contrary to popular opinion, the use of Latin was not prohibited in the
Liturgy by Vatican II after the changes in the Mass. In fact, the first document produced by the Council Fathers (bishops of
the Council) was Sacrosanctum Concilium, the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy. It addressed the use of Latin in the liturgy
with a nuanced approach.

Sacrosanctum Concilium stated: "The use of the Latin language is to be preserved in the Latin rites" (SC 36 n1). This
statement clearly indicates the Church’s intention to maintain some Latin within the Roman Rite, while at the same time
allowing for more use of the vernacular language (in our case, English) within the liturgy. One of the emphases the Council
Fathers wanted to highlight was the faithful’s "active participation" in the Mass. This primarily meant their active
participation in joining their hearts to the heart of Christ in the Holy Sacrifice made present to them at every Mass. But it
also included the greater use of Scripture in the Liturgy (understood by the faithful in their native tongue) and the dialogue
parts of the Mass between the priest and the faithful (e.g., “The Lord be with you”, “And with your spirit”).

With the support of our musicians, I have decided during Advent to reintroduce our community to a small use of Latin in
the Liturgy with the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) and the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God). Again, this was something encouraged
by the Council, especially with the Ordinary parts of the Mass. Sacrosanctum Concilium stated: “…steps should be taken so
that the faithful may also be able to say or to sing together in Latin those parts of the Ordinary of the Mass which
pertain to them” (SC, 54). (The works and music for these chants are on pages 308B and 313B in the Gather hymnal.)

In the end, there are several reasons to use Latin, even when we are unfamiliar with it, during Mass:

It gives us continuity with our Catholic tradition and historical roots. 

It is the universal language of the Church and transcends linguistic and cultural barriers throughout the Church (like
in India!). 

It is a sacred language that transcends time. Even though we may not know exactly the meaning of each word we
are saying, we know all the different parts of the Mass by heart, and so Latin can help to lift us out of the immediate,
temporal world and into the eternal realm of God as we sing with the angels and saints in one voice the hymn of
unending praise: Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus…Holy, Holy, Holy.

Finally, as mentioned above, it was one of the languages written on the inscription above Jesus on the cross!

Vivat Christus Rex! Long Live Christ the King!

Fr. Paul
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EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH
CHRIST THE KING EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION
This Sunday, November 23, 2025 , af ter the 10:00AM Mass, p lease jo in the Knights of
Columbus, Fr. Paul and Fr. Kumar for a Euchar is t ic process ion in honor of Chr ist the
King. The Solemnity of Chr ist the King is a celebrat ion of Jesus Chr ist on the last Sunday
of the l i turg ica l year. Cathol ics celebrate the Feast of Chr ist the King to express their fa i th
to the publ ic . The solemnity is a reminder that whi le many bad th ings are happening in the
wor ld, Chr ist l ives and reigns forever. I t a lso encourages people not to fear publ ic ly l iv ing
out their fa i th; a Euchar is t ic process ion is a great example of someone l iv ing out their
fa i th because people are walk ing in a group outs ide and pray ing to the Blessed Sacrament.

A specia l chal ice used by St . John Paul I I  at the Vat ican for over two years wi l l  be used
by Fr. Paul in the celebrat ion of the Mass at 10:00AM and wi l l  be inc luded in the
Euchar is t ic Process ion to the par ish hal l .  I t wi l l  be disp layed in the par ish hal l where
process ion part ic ipants wi l l  have an opportuni ty to venerate and touch i t .

CANDLELIGHT ROSARY PROCESSION
Our Respect Life Minis try inv i tes a l l ,  especia l ly those who have lost an unborn baby, to join
them in a candle l ight Rosary procession to the plaque of the Unborn in St . Margaret
Cemetery beginning in front of the church th is Sunday, November 23, 2025 , af ter the
5:30PM Mass beginning in front of the church.

GIVING TUESDAY-HELP FOR ST. THOMAS CHAPEL
Don’t forget—Tuesday, December 2, 2025, is “Giv ing Tuesday”. Please help
support our efforts to pay off our loan on the renovat ion of our beloved St .
Thomas Chapel in Spr ingf ie ld. Vis i t iGiveCathol ic .org, search for our Par ish
or use the QR code and donate $20 or more. You can donate now using the
QR code here which wi l l  br ing you direct ly to the iGiveCathol ic websi te! Be
sure to watch the YouTube video! Thank you for your generosi ty !

ADVENT WOMENS NIGHT OF REFLECTION
Join the women of St . Margaret on Monday, December 15, 2025 , at 6:45PM for a night
of reflect ion th is Advent season. Our speaker , Lynette Ar lat i wi l l  share on the topic “Say ing
Yes and Support ing One Another : Lessons from Mary and El izabeth.” The event wi l l  take
place in the St . Margaret Par ish Hal l . There is no cost to at tend, but you must reserve your
seats by cal l ing Glor ia at 419.348.9674. You are welcome to reserve a table for a group of
fr iends. Hope to see you there!

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION MASS 
Monday, December 8, 2025, is the Feast of the Immaculate Concept ion, a Holy Day of
Obl igat ion. Mass for the Holy Day wi l l  be celebrated at 7:00AM and 6:00PM on Monday at
St . Margaret Church. Come honor the Blessed Mother with us! 

https://www.usccb.org/committees/religious-liberty/solemnity-christ-king-background
https://www.usccb.org/committees/religious-liberty/solemnity-christ-king-background


The Pew Buddy | Page 03

TO 
GIVE...

STEWARDSHIP THIS WEEK
Thanks to your generosity, the 

Regular Collection for the weekend of
November 15/16, 2025, totaled: 

$14,753.00.

The Campaign for Human Development
Special Collection totaled:

$897.00.

There is no Special or Second Collection
next weekend! 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity
to our ministries!

PRAISE THE NAME OF THE LORD
Let us go rejo ic ing to the house of the Lord.

CATHOLIC YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD
Every year the Louis iana State Knights of Columbus
recognize one boy and one gir l from each KC Counci l
awarding them with a cash pr ize. I f you are a high
school senior and you would l ike to be considered for
th is honor, contact Glenn Young at 225.964.0947 for
instruct ions/informat ion to complete the onl ine CYLA
appl icat ion form. The completed form MUST be
emai led to rgyoung2@bel lsouth.net before Saturday,
January 24, 2026 .  

BLOOD DRIVE SPONSORED BY THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Join us on Sunday, December 7, 2025 , from 8:00AM unt i l  12:30PM in the par ish hal l for a
blood dr ive sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. The Knights wi l l  be serving donors a
sausage, biscui t and gr i ts breakfast . Donors wi l l  receive a Blood Bank t-shir t . Al l donors wi l l
a lso receive a Don’s Seafood discount card. I f you would l ike to give blood at the Blood
Center, p lease use code D227 to designate your l i fe-giv ing donat ion for St . Margaret . 

MARCH FOR LIFE 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST!

Join the St . Margaret March for Life
Pi lgr ims on Sunday, December 21, 2025 ,
immediate ly fo l lowing the 10:00 AM Mass .
Your k ids wi l l  enjoy a "bui ld your own"
pancake bar, with breakfast sausage and
an assortment of ju ices and mi lk ! They wi l l
be able to take a photo with Santa and
make a Chr istmas craft . Adul ts can enjoy
the same breakfast with coffee and a
morning of fun with their fami ly . Tickets
are $15. Al l proceeds wi l l  d irect ly benef i t
the students at tending the 2026 March for
Life in Washington D.C. Tickets wi l l  be
avai lab le after each Mass on December
6/7 and December 13/14 .  They wi l l  a lso
be avai lab le for purchase in the par ish
off ice beginning December 9, 2025 .
P lease emai l Ba le igh Henderson at
bohenderson@stmargaretst thomas.com with
any quest ions! 
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ALL SOULS DAY REMEMBRANCE



Saturday, November 22, 2025, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass
Annette Barker, Eddie Barker, Bergeron-Plauche’ Famil ies, Carol Bordelon, 

Phi l ip Brabham, Karen Chemay, Joseph Andrew Dick, Larry J. Evans, Virgi l Forsberg,
June & Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. , Homer Gaspard, Linda C. Gaudin, Ricky Genre,

Fr. Paul Gros, Romaine Gui lbeau, Mary, Joe L. & Wil l iam Juhasz, 
Frank & Margaret Koles, Frank Koles, I I I ,  Alberta Kronlage, Vernon & Dorothy Landry,

Wil l iam Richard Leri l le, Ray & Connie Louviere, Manina Family, Judy Monistere, 
George Muscat Family, Patty Niehaus, Sue Novak, Dr. Wil l iam T. O’Brien, I I I ,  

June Koles Olah, Sidney Ourso, Lawrence Pelotto, Andy Pfiffner, Lynette Pfiffner, 
Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner, Andrew “Andy” Pizzalato, Jul ius Prokop, Anne Sherman,

Judy Sherman, Clarence & Mary Watkins and Barbara Wilson 

Sunday, November 23, 2025, 8:00AM Mass
Jerry Adamcewicz, Fred J. Armand, Jr. , Caleb Degenhardt, Lloyd Dominguez, 
Fulton Charles Hebert, John LaGrange, Margie & Joe Liuzza, Charl ie Martin, 

Chucky Martin, E.D. Purvis, Gil l  Scioneaux and Gerard Lou Staub 

Sunday, November 23, 2025, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, November 23, 2025, 5:30PM Mass
Shel ly Cyrus

Tuesday, November 25, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
George & Eric Navarre

Wednesday, November 26, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Donivan Jones

Wednesday, November 26, 2025, 6:00PM Mass (Thanksgiving Vigi l Mass)
Lynette Pfiffner

Thursday, November 27, 2025, NO Mass (Thanksgiving Day)

Friday, November 28, 2025, NO Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Margaret is given in memory of 

George & Eric Navarre by Kim Navarre.

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE

A BEAUTIFUL SANCTUARY
The flowers in the Sanctuary th is weekend at St . Margaret are in memory of the George  
Navarre by Kim Navarre. I f you would l ike to have flowers given in memory of a loved
one or in honor of a specia l occasion, ca l l  the par ish office to schedule in advance. 
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PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM on
Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a message
on the emergency line at extension 106.

PRIESTS
Father Paul August Gros (Pastor)

Father Kumar Kolakani (Ass istant Pastor)

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Admin is trat ive Ass is tant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ion is t 

& Cemetery Lia ison)
Peggy Dessel le (Contr ibut ions Manager 

& Sacraments Coordinator)

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 

(Rel ig ious Educat ion, Youth Min ister ,  
& Communicat ions Coordinator)

Debbie Corbett (Safe Environment)

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Gather Hymnal Number 1193

2 Samuel 5:1-3
David is anointed King of Israel.

Colossians 1:12-20
Paul’s hymn to Jesus as Lord of all.

Luke 23:35-43
“Jesus, remember me 

when you come into your Kingdom.”

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
First Sunday of Advent
November 29/30, 2025

Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 13:11-14

Matthew 24:37-44

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM

Sunday-8:00AM, 10:00AM & 5:30PM 
St. Margaret Church

Daily Masses
 Tuesday through Fr iday-7:00AM 

St. Margaret Church

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday-7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF



Sunday, November 23, 2025
 Youth Group Second Col lect ion!
 No PSR Classes!
 10:00AM—OCIA Rite of Acceptance & Welcoming, St. Margaret Church
 11 :00AM—Christ the King Eucharist ic Procession , Church Grounds
 6:30PM—Candlel ight Rosary Procession , Begins in Front of St . Margaret Church
 
Monday, November 24, 2025
 5:00PM—Mondays with Mary , St . Margaret Church
  
Tuesday, November 25, 2025
 8:30AM—St. Matthew’s Gui ld , St . Ceci l ia Room
   
Wednesday, November 26, 2025
 NO Eucharist ic Adoration Today!
 6:00PM—Thanksgiving Vigi l Mass , St . Margaret Church
 
Thursday, November 27, 2025
 Happy Thanksgiving!
 NO Dai ly Mass Today!
 NO Confessions Today!
 Parish Office Closed Today!

Friday, November 28, 2025
 NO Dai ly Mass Today!
 Parish Office Closed Today!
 
Saturday, November 29, 2025
 First Sunday of Advent!
 3:00PM—Confessions, St . Margaret Church 
 

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

PARISH OFFICE CLOSURES 
In observance of Thanksgiv ing, the off ice wi l l
be c losed Thursday, November 27 and Friday,
November 28, 2025 .  There wi l l  be no da i ly
Masses or confess ions on these days .  P lease
make sure to take care of any business around
these closures. Thank you for your
considerat ion!

THANKSGIVING VIGIL MASS
Our Thanksgiv ing Vigi l Mass wi l l  be held at
St . Margaret on Wednesday, November
26, 2025 , at 6:00PM .  Everyone is inv i ted
to br ing their bread and wine that wi l l  be
served the next day at their fami ly
gather ing for a specia l b less ing dur ing the
Mass.

NO PSR CLASSES SUNDAY
There wi l l  be no PSR classes on Sunday,
November 23, 2025 , in observance of
Thanksgiv ing. Classes wi l l  resume on
Sunday, November 30, 2025 .  Have a joy-
f i l led hol iday!


