
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (C)
PEW BUDDY

T H E                    JULY 19/20 ,  2025

“Mary has chosen the
be t te r  pa r t  and i t  w i l l

no t  be t aken f rom her ”
~ L u k e  1 0 : 4 2

St. Margaret Church & Parish Office 
30300 Cathol ic Hal l Road | Hammond | LA 70403

P.O. Box 100 | Albany | LA 70711

St. Thomas the Apostle Chapel 
31718 Main Street | Spr ingf ie ld | LA 70462

OFFICE HOURS
We are open Tuesday 
through Friday from 

8:00AM until 3:00PM, 
but closed for lunch from 

12:00PM until 1:00PM!
We are closed on Monday!

By Phone:
225.567.3573

By Email:
 stmargaret@diobr.org

Website:
stmargaretstthomas.com

CONTACT US



Dear Par ish Fami ly ,

Peace in the Lord Jesus Chr is t th is 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time!
 
This week, the Universa l Church celebrates Natura l Fami ly Planning (NFP) Awareness Week, from July 20-
26, 2025. This commemorates Pope St. Paul VI 's encycl ica l Humanae Vitae, which was promulgated on July
25, 1968. This encycl ica l upheld the Church's long-standing teaching on mar i ta l love and the prohibi t ion of
contracept ion to avoid pregnancy. Regret tably , th is Church teaching has been woeful ly misunderstood by
the wor ld and, frankly , by most Cathol ics.
 
I f you were able to at tend my "Theology in a Bott le" ta lk last spr ing, I spoke about the “Yes behind the
No.” In other words, most people see the Church’s teaching prohibi t ing art i fic ia l means of avoid ing
pregnancy as simply a “no”—prohibi t ing something that seems, at fi rs t g lance, unreasonable and archaic.
But when something the Church teaches seems th is way, there is usual ly a wisdom behind the teaching
that we do not see “on the surface.” Instead, we must dive deeply into understanding the “why behind the
what.”
 
The Church says “no” to contracept ion only because she is say ing “yes” to true mar i ta l love and the
meaning behind God’s creat ion of the mar i ta l act , which is good, beaut i fu l , sacred, and holy . This is
because i t is meant to communicate to each spouse the kind of love that God shares with in the very
indwel l ing of the Holy Tr in i ty – a love that is free, fa i thfu l , tota l , and fru i t fu l (l i fegiv ing/open to l i fe). Thus,
the mar i ta l act i tse l f tru ly becomes a renewal of their wedding vows, which bonds spouses together and
possibly even a l lows them to part icipate with God in creat ing new l i fe. Natura l Fami ly Planning, which
nowadays is very sophist icated and highly effect ive in both avoid ing pregnancy (whi le st i l l  being open to
l i fe) or achieving a pregnancy, is a way for couples to communicate to each other what God has intended
– a love that is free, fa i thfu l , tota l , and fru i t fu l – whi le a lso keeping the two ‘ends’ of the act (union and
procreat ion) intr insica l ly bound.

Contracept ion, on the other hand, is a subt le deviat ion from God’s plan for mar i ta l love, which Pope St.
Paul VI predicted in Humanae Vitae would ul t imate ly be devastat ing for marr iage and fami ly . He predicted
almost 60 years ago that the widespread use of contracept ion would resul t in four ser ious consequences
for society: greater mar i ta l infidel i ty , a genera l lower ing of moral standards in society, an increase in men
using women as objects for their pleasure, and fina l ly , publ ic author i t ies weaponiz ing i t to control and
manipulate the vulnerable. In essence, Pope St . Paul VI was a prophet. I t would seem 60 years later that
many of his predict ions have indeed come true.
 
In the end, th is teaching can be difficu l t . As a pastor , I complete ly understand that . However , i f th is is
something you are struggl ing with, I inv i te you to delve more deeply into understanding the “why behind
the what .” I am very open to answer ing quest ions and have had many conversat ions with both men and
women regarding NFP and the Church’s teaching. Jul ie Barnett , a former nurse at the Women’s New Life
Cl in ic in Baton Rouge, offers introductory sessions for couples. She can be reached at
Jul iebarnett . fcp@gmai l .com 
 
Have a wonderfu l week!

Fr . Paul 

PONDERINGS OF THE 
PEDAL-N-PADRE

By Father Paul Gros

USCCB art icle on NFP
Chris topher West 

on the Church’s teaching
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EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH

ONE BOOK, ONE CHURCH
Al l men and women in the par ish are invi ted to part ic ipate in our upcoming book
study! Our f i rst sess ion wi l l  be on Tuesday, July 22, 2025 at 9:00AM in the Hal l of
Saints . The group wi l l  read Matthew Kel ly ’s “Life is Messy”. Please vis i t the par ish
off ice to register or pr int the f lyer on our websi te. There is no cost to part ic ipate.
Join ing One Book, One Church is a wonderfu l way you can learn more about your
fa i th with other members of our community !

TEMPORARY CHANGE IN DAILY MASS SCHEDULE
Since Fr. Paul wi l l  be accompanying the Youth Group on Miss ion Krewe, there is a
temporary change to the Dai ly Mass schedule. We wi l l  NOT have Dai ly Mass on
Tuesday or Wednesday, July 22 and 23, 2025 .  Dai ly Mass wi l l  resume on
Thursday, July 24, 2025 .  

SIT A WHILE WITH JESUS IN EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
We WILL have Euchar is t ic Adorat ion on Wednesday, July 23, 2025. We are blessed
to have Euchar is t ic Adorat ion on Wednesdays between 7:30AM and 8:00PM .  Come
pray for peace in our fami l ies, our country and our wor ld! I f you can commit to an
hour weekly or need addi t ional informat ion, contact Gretchen Johnson  at  225-921-
4071 or at gret johnson5@yahoo.com.

MISSION KREWE IN AUXIER, KY
Our youth in Miss ion Krewe and their chaperones wi l l  be leaving Saturday, July 19,
2025 , for Auxier , KY to work with the Help ing Hands Ministry in the Appalachian
Mounta ins. Please keep these miss ion workers in your prayers whi le they are
exper iencing what i t means to be the hands and feet of Jesus. 

HAVE YOU LOST A LOVED ONE RECENTLY?
Have you recent ly exper ienced the death of a loved one? Is i t hard for you to feel
opt imist ic about the future at the moment? You are not a lone! St . Margaret wi l l  host
a gr ief recovery minis try ca l led GriefShare in the Ignat ius Room of the Hal l of Saints
on Tuesday evenings at 6:00PM beginning on August 12, 2025 , or on Friday
mornings at 9:30AM beginning August 22, 2025 .  This support group wi l l  help you
face the chal lenges of gr ief whi le moving toward rebui ld ing your l i fe. I f you have any
quest ions or are interested in at tending, please contact Tammy, the minis try leader ,
in the par ish office or by emai l at tresetar@stmargaretst thomas.com. Catho l ics, non-
Catho l ics, as wel l as non-par ishioners are inv i ted to at tend!



WALK WITHOUT FAULT

 i i i i i i i i i i     
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REGISTER FOR PSR 2025-2026
While we may only be half-way through
the summer , i t 's t ime to get ready for
Par ish School of Rel ig ion (PSR) for the
2025-2026 school year ! Please register
using the QR codes here to access the
PSR registrat ion form and parent
handbook (including the school ca lendar).
Forms may a lso be found at each
entrance of the church, in the par ish
office, or on our websi te. Completed
forms are due at the par ish office by
Wednesday, August 6, 2025 .  I f you have
any quest ions, please contact Bale igh
Henderson at the par ish office or by emai l
at bohenderson@stmargaretst thomas.com. 

PRAY FOR HEALING WITHOUT CEASING
 Please jo in our Prayer Line Ministers as we pray for these fami ly members and fr iends: 
 
Vincent Alfano, Oliver & Marinette Amato, Gwen & Walter Barado, Clark Bergeron, Cindy
Brasington, Tony Buras, Amber Sti l ley Cocchiola, Shir ley Darouse, Hatt ie Davis, Rhonda
Dedman, Mark DeMarche, Irene Good DeMars, Shel l i  Domiano, Adel ine Evans, Marlena
Everett , El ise “Breezy” Fischer, Dan Flaherty, Hannah Guil lotte, Judy Hahn, Jacob Hanewinkel ,
Joseph Hanewinkel , Theresa Ivanyisky, Trist ian Harrison, Ann Hassenbouhler, Fulton Charles
Hebert, Tommy Hebert, Brian Helmstetter, Lani Herbert, Mary E. Herbert, Marsha Hoffman,
Darrel l Hoover, Frank Kovach, Barbara Lebovitz, Bi l l  Louviere, Gregg Mader, Patricia
Matthews, Carrie Odom, Lawrence Pelotto, Pete Pfiffner, Adrian Phi l l ips, Jr. , Steve Plauche,
Herb Pretus, Mary Prokop, Lester Sanchez, Reynel l Shorts, Bonnie Smith, Sherry Smith, Mary
Stabi le, Brittnay Sti l ley, Danette Sti l ley, Christ ine & Joseph Stolf , Vito & Annie Tal l ia, Trysten
Tucker, Carla Van Vrancken, Rita Rayborn Wagner, Jackie Wedge, Debbie Wheat, Delores &
Keith Wheat, Gunner Wrinkles, those in the Armed Services and law enforcement, and al l who
need our prayers.
 

Want to add someone to th is prayer l is t? Cal l the par ish off ice. 
Want our prayer warr iors to pray for your intent ions? 

Contact Rose Mary at 985.507.7487.

STEWARDSHIP THIS WEEK
Thanks to your generosity, 

the Regular Collection for the weekend of
July 12/13, 2025, totaled:  

$11,415.00.

The Mission Krewe Second Collection
totaled:  

$3,018.00.

The Second Collection 
next weekend will be for 

St. Margaret Services Ministries! 

Thank you for your kindness and
generosity to our ministries!

TO 
GIVE...
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He who does just ice wi l l  l ive in the presence of the Lord.
DO WHAT IS JUST



Saturday, July 19, 2025, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass
Bergeron-Plauche’ Famil ies, Phi l ip Brabham, Karen Chemay, Cheryl Colomes, 

Larry J. Evans, June & Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. , Bulmaro Garcia, Jr. , 
Homer Gaspard, Linda C. Gaudin, Ricky Genre, Rosemary Gouzy, 

Mary, Joe L. & Wil l iam Juhasz, Vernon & Dorothy Landry, 
Connie & Ray Louviere, Judy Monistere, Patty Niehaus, Sue Novak, 

Dr. Wil l iam T. O’Brien, I I I ,  June Koles Olah, Sidney Ourso, Lynette Pfiffner, 
Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner, Chuck Raborn, Sr. , Sansone Family, Anne Sherman,
Josephine Stehl in, Carol Pfiffner Taylor, Keith Wil l iams and St. Margaret Staff

Sunday, July 20, 2025, 8:00AM Mass
Jerry Adamcewicz, Tony Devi l le, Lloyd Dominguez, Fulton Charles Hebert, 

Barry Hines, Adam Hymel, Jr. , Vicky Johnson, Donivan Jones, John LaGrange,
Clarence & Faye Landeche, Margie & Joe Liuzza, Charl ie Martin, 

Steve Prokop, Sr. , Mary Ann Schultz, Gil l  Scioneaux, Gerard Lou Staub, 
Charles & Marie Stumpf, Stumpf Family and Souls in Purgatory

Sunday, July 20, 2025, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, July 20, 2025, 5:30PM Mass
Chuck Raborn, Sr.

Tuesday, July 22, 2025, NO Mass (Feast of St. Mary Magdalene)

Wednesday, July 23, 2025, NO Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)

Thursday, July 24, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Lynette Pfiffner

Chuck Raborn, Sr.

Friday, July 25, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Feast of St. James)
Freya Rotar

Jason Summers
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Margaret is given in memory of 

George & Eric Navarre by Kim Navarre.

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM on
Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a message
on the emergency line at extension 106.

PRIESTS
Father Paul August Gros (Pastor)

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Admin is trat ive Ass is tant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ion is t)

Peggy Dessel le (Contr ibut ions Manager)

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 

(Rel ig ious Educat ion, High School Youth,  
& Communicat ions Coordinator)

Mel issa F. Berghausen (Junior Youth &
Sacramenta l Coord inator)

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Gather Hymnal Number 1139

Genesis 18:1-10a
Abraham and Sarah 

welcome three strangers.
Colossians 1:24-28

Paul shares in Christ’s own suffering.
Luke 10:38-42

Mary and Martha welcome 
Jesus in different ways.

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 26/27, 2025
Genesis 18:20-32
Colossians 2:12-14

Luke 11:1-13

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM

Sunday-8:00AM, 10:00AM & 5:30PM 
St. Margaret Church

Daily Masses
 Tuesday through Fr iday-7:00AM 

St. Margaret Church

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday-7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF



Sunday, July 20, 2025
 Mission Krewe in Auxier, KY!
 
Monday, July 21, 2025
 Mission Krewe in Auxier, KY!
 1 :00PM—St. Faustina’s Stitches , St . Jean Vianney Room
 5:00PM—Mondays with Mary , St . Margaret Church
 
Tuesday, July 22, 2025
 Mission Krewe in Auxier, KY!
 NO DAILY MASS TODAY!
 8:30AM—St. Matthew’s Gui ld , St . Ceci l ia Room
 9:00AM—One Book, One Church/”Life is Messy” , St . E l izabeth Seton Room

Wednesday, July 23, 2025
 Mission Krewe in Auxier, KY!
 NO DAILY MASS TODAY!
 7:30AM—Eucharist ic Adoration , St . Margaret Church
 
Thursday, July 24, 2025
 Happy Birthday, Deacon Tim Messenger!
 4:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church
 
Friday, July 25, 2025
 No Extraordinary Events Scheduled Today!
  
Saturday, July 26, 2025
 St. Margaret Services Ministr ies Second Collection!
 3:00PM—Confessions, St . Margaret Church 

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

WE NEED USHERS!
I f you are looking for a s imple way to serve in a ministry
that wi l l  touch many people, consider becoming a Hospi ta l i ty
Minister/Usher. Hospi ta l i ty Ministers/Ushers get to share
Jesus with everyone enter ing and leaving our beaut i fu l
churches. We especia l ly need ministers for the Sunday,
5:30PM Mass. I f you are interested in help ing with th is
rewarding ministry , p lease cal l Kim at 985-634-5366.


