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OFFICE HOURS

We are open Tuesday 

through Friday from 

8:00AM until 3:00PM, 

but closed for lunch from 

12:00PM until 1:00PM!

We are closed on Monday!

By Phone:

225.567.3573

By Email:

 stmargaret@diobr.org

Website:

stmargaretstthomas.com

CONTACT US



Mary: The Jew ish gir l

Mary was a young Jew i sh woman who l ived in Nazare th in what is now Israel . The ear ly tradi t ions of the

Chr is t ian communi ty named Mary’s paren ts Anne and Joachim . Because of Mary’s fa i thfu lness as a Jew i sh

woman , we can imagine that her paren ts were a lso devout Jews and ra ised their daugh ter in accordance w i th

their fa i th . Their tender care and devo t ion helped Mary to grow in to the confiden t , ye t humble young woman

who wou ld say yes to God . Because of the t ime and area in which Mary l ived , we can make some pre t ty

good guesses about what her l i fe was l ike . Mary was probably a peasan t . Life in a rura l v i l lage of the Middle

Eas t such as Nazare th wou ld have been fi l led w i th hard work . Mos t women and many men were i l l i terate .

Dur ing this t ime , the Romans occupied Mary’s homeland . I t was a difficu l t l i fe under Roman ru le , fi l led w i th

v io lence and pover ty . The Jews looked for a Messiah who wou ld l iberate them from the oppressive ru le of

Caesar . Mary no tes the in jus t ice of the wor ld around her in her Magnificat when she recal ls God ’s promise to

“[throw] down the ru lers from their thrones , but [ l i ft] up the lowly.” (Luke 1 :46–55)

Mary as devoted woman

As a woman deeply roo ted in the Jew i sh fa i th , Mary trus ted that God heard the cr ies of his people and

wou ld “remember his mercy.” (Luke 1 :54) Too of ten we forge t that Mary and Jesus were Jews . Mary was

l iv ing in the town of Nazare th when she received a very specia l v i s i tor . God ’s messenger , the angel Gabr ie l ,

came to Mary! Gabr ie l sa id , “Hail , favored one ! The Lord is with you. God has found favor with you. You

wi l l  be the mother of Jesus , the Son of the Most High .” Mary responded by say ing yes ! “ I  am the

handmaid of the Lord . May it be done to me according to your word .”

Mary the w i fe of Joseph

Mary wou ld have been about 15 years old when she received God ’s message that she was to be the mo ther

of the Messiah . She said yes to God and became pregnan t w i th God ’s Son . This posed qu i te a problem in

Mary’s socie ty . Because she was unmarr ied , she cou ld have been ki l led as an adu l teress . An angel told

Joseph that his be tro thed Mary was pregnan t w i th a chi ld conceived through the Holy Spir i t . Joseph l is tened

to God ’s messenger and did no t leave Mary or shame her . Ins tead , he marr ied Mary and pro tec ted her . In

the las t mon th of her pregnancy, Mary and Joseph had to make a long and difficu l t journey to Be thlehem .

Af ter Jesus was born , they became refugees , escaping to Egyp t to pro tec t Jesus from Herod ’s sold iers . They

l ived as refugees for a whi le un t i l  i t was safe to re turn to their homeland and se t t le in Nazare th . In this

se t t ing , Mary and Joseph ra ised Jesus to be a fa i thfu l  Jew, aware of the in jus t ices in the wor ld , but bel iev ing

in God ’s jus t ice , mercy, and love— bel iev ing that there is ano ther way. By doing so , they changed the world .

KEY POINTS :

Mary as a young gir l pro tec ted by her paren ts .

Mary as a sin less woman , to be the mo ther of His son , pro tec ted by God , himself for the sa lvat ion of the

wor ld .

Mary as a wor thy w i fe of Joseph pro tec ted by him from al l the dangers of the tradi t ions .

Mary was pro tec ted as a gir l and woman in the socie ty . We are bound to pro tec t our g ir ls/women who face

many snares and ev i l  prac t ices .

We can never be wrong when we do the right . Let us join together in doing the right thing and end human

traff icking and together we change the world .

 

God Bless ,

Fr. Laz

By Father Lazaru Panthagani

MARY : 
THE GIRL CHILD
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EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH

THEOLOGY IN A BOTTLE 

Our next “Theology in a Bo t t le , " our adu l t educa t ion minis try, w i l l  be Sunday, May

18, 2025 , a t 6:45PM in the S t . Margare t Room . Fr . Laz Pan thagani , w i l l  presen t

“Mary-The Gir l Chi ld : Tradi t ions of Ind ia .” Join us to learn more about your fa i th !

CLOTHES FOR THE ORPHANS IN INDIA

A word from Fr . Laz :  A t my home in India , our chi ldren l iv ing in the orphanages are

in dire need of clo thing . St . Margare t is sponsor ing a Clo thing Dr ive now through

Friday, May 23, 2025 , to col lec t clo thing for bo th boys and gir ls , ages 5 years old to

14 years old . We kindly reques t new or gen t ly used , clean clo thes for these chi ldren .

Please drop off your donat ions to the par ish office . Your assis tance is great ly

appreciated !

INDIAN MEAL FUNDRAISER

On Tuesday, May 20, 2025 , at 6:00PM Fr . Laz w i l l  be hos t ing an “ Ind ian Meal”

fundra iser in the par ish hal l to ra ise funds to send young women in India to school .

Their abi l i ty to ge t an educat ion w i l l  he lp preven t the human trafficking of these young

women . I t only cos ts $350 to send one young lady to school for a year in India . We

w i l l  enjoy a tradi t iona l Indian-s ty le meal and good company w i th each o ther . Please

br ing a desser t to share for af ter the meal . The meal is free . Donat ions are accep ted !

REMEMBERING OUR VETERANS

Join our Four th Degree Knigh ts of Columbus on Saturday, May 24, 2025 , a t

9:00AM to help place American f lags on the 137+ graves of those bur ied in our

ceme tery who have served our coun try in the mi l i tary. These f lags w i l l  be disp layed

for the week fol low ing Memorial Day, Monday, May 26, 2025 . We w i l l  mee t again

the fol low ing Saturday, May 31, 2025, to pick up the f lags . Please pray for the sou l s

of our depar ted ve terans and their fami l ies !

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Come spend an hour or so w i th Jesus

is in prayerfu l  s i lence of Euchar is t ic

Adora t ion on Wednesdays be tween

7:30AM and 8:00PM . I f you can

commi t to an hour weekly or wou ld

l ike addi t iona l informa t ion , con tac t

Gre tchen Johnson  a t 225.921 .4071 or

gre t johnson5@yahoo .com .



CALL ON THE GOODNESS OF THE LORD FOR HEALING

 Please jo in our Prayer Line Minis ters as we pray for these fami ly members and fr iends : 
 

Vincent Alfano , Gwen & Walter Barado , Susan Basso , Clark Bergeron , Cindy Brasington ,

Tony Buras , Amber St i l ley Cocchiola , Shir ley Darouse , Hatt ie Dav is , Rhonda Dedman , Mark

DeMarche , Irene Good DeMars , Shel l i  Domiano , Bob Evans , Marlena Everett , El ise “Breezy”

Fischer , Dan Flaherty, Judy Hahn , Marsha Hoffman , Theresa Ivany isky, Delta Kovach ,

Trist ian Harrison , Brian Helmstetter , Mary E . Herbert , Gregg Mader , Patr icia Matthews ,

Carrie Odom , Lawrence Pelotto , Pete Pfiffner , Adrian Phi l l ips , Jr . , Steve Plauche , Herb

Pretus , Mary Prokop , Reynel l Shorts , Family of Carrol l Simoneaux, I I , Bonnie Smith , Sherry

Smith , Mary Stabi le , Brittnay St i l ley, Christ ine & Joseph Stolf , Vito & Annie Tal l ia , Trysten

Tucker , Rita Rayborn Wagner , Jackie Wedge , Debbie Wheat , Delores & Keith Wheat , those

in the Armed Serv ices and law enforcement , and al l who need our prayers .

 

Wan t to add someone to this prayer l is t? Cal l the par ish off ice . 

Wan t our prayer warr iors to pray for your in ten t ions? Con tac t Rose Mary a t 985.507.7487.
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I  w i l l  pra ise your name forever , my k ing and my God .

HOW GOOD IS THE LORD TO ALL

STEWARDSHIP

THIS WEEK

Thanks to your generosity, 

the Regular Collection 

for the weekend of 

May 10/11, 2025, 
totaled:

$14,040.00.

The Second Collection next

weekend wil l be for the 

Diocese of Vijayawada 

to help stop human trafficking! 

Thank you for your kindness and

generosity to our ministries!

TO 

GIVE . . .
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HE MAKES ALL THINGS NEW

 i i i i i i i i i i     

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

Eas ter br ings us new hope . Le t us

br ing new hope to our marr iage by

at tending a Marr iage Encoun ter

Exper ience to learn how Jesus gives

us the graces for a s trong Sacramen t .

The next Worldw ide Marr iage

Encoun ter Exper ience w i l l  be a v i r tual

one hos ted by the A t lan ta WWME

communi ty . I t is schedu led for June 6

through 8, 2025. A $100 non-

refundable regis trat ion fee appl ies .

Ear ly regis trat ion is h ighly

recommended . Sign up at

wwme .org/apply ( look for weekends

in A t lan ta). For more informat ion

con tac t Doug & Maureen New lands at

678.242.9963.



Saturday, May 17, 2025, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass

Sidney Alexander , Tony & Patty Anzalone , Marcia Art igues , Barbara Bergeron ,

Bergeron-Plauche ’ Famil ies , Phi l ip Brabham , Martha Brown , Karen Chemay, 

Larry J . Evans , June & Peter "Larry" Fos , Jr . , Anthony & Anna Friedman , 

Judy Friedman , Homer Gaspard , Linda C . Gaudin , Ricky Genre , Lu isa Jacques ,

Mary, Joe L . & Wil l iam Juhasz, Francis Kronlage , Vernon & Dorothy Landry,

Connie & Ray Louv iere , Judy Monistere , Patty Niehaus , Sue Novak , 

Dr . Wil l iam T . O ’Brien , I I I , June Koles Olah , Sidney Ourso , Lynette Pfiffner , 

Peter J . & El izabeth Pfiffner , Chuck Raborn , Sr . , Steve & Mary Resetar 

and Anne Sherman

Sunday, May 18, 2025, 8:00AM Mass

Jerry Adamcew icz, Lloyd Dominguez, Fu lton Charles Hebert , John LaGrange ,

Margie & Joe Liuzza , Charl ie Mart in , Steve Prokop , Sr . , Gil l  Scioneaux 

and Gerard Lou Staub 

Sunday, May 18, 2025, 10:00AM Mass

The Missa Pro Popu lo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, May 18, 2025, 5:30PM Mass

Chuck Raborn , Sr .

Monday, May 19, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Easter Weekday)

Lynette Pfiffner

Tuesday, May 20, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Easter Weekday)

George & Eric Navarre and Christopher D . Mays

Wednesday, May 21, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Easter Weekday)

Al & Jane Faucheux

Thursday, May 22, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Easter Weekday)

Chuck Raborn , Sr . and Francis Kronlage

Friday, May 23, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Easter Weekday)

Donivan Jones

The Pew Buddy | Page 05

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanc tuary Lamp a t S t . Margare t is given in memory of

George & Eric Navarre by Kim Navarre .

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
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PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION

The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM on

Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.

Margaret Church or by acceptable schedu led

appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE

Interested parties shou ld contact the parish

office at least six (6) months prior to their

desired date and must complete an acceptable

Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM

Contact the parish office for preliminary

information and to schedu le a home visit from

the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK

Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made

regu larly. Contact the office for a priest or

deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for

schedu ling. After hours, please leave a message

on the emergency line at extension 106.

PRIESTS

Fa ther Pau l  Augus t Gros (Pas tor)

Fa ther Lazaru Pan thagani 

(Associa te Pas tor)

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbe t t

Deacon Tim Messenger

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E . Herber t 

(Pas tor 's Admin is tra t ive Ass is tan t)

Tammy Rese tar (Recep t ion is t)

Peggy Dessel le 

(Con tr ibut ions Manager)

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 

(Rel ig ious Educa t ion 

& Communica t ions Coordina tor)

Mel issa F . Berghausen (Youth Minis ter)

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Gather Hymnal Number 1075

Acts 14: 21-27

Building the early church amid hardships.

Revelation 21:1-5a

The great vision of a renewed earth.

John 13:31-33a, 34-35

“I give you a new commandment: 

Love one another.”

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures

Sixth Sunday of Easter

May 24/25, 2025

Acts 15:1-2, 22-29

Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23

John 14:23-29

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Sa turday Vig i l-4:00PM

Sunday-8:00AM , 10:00AM & 5:30PM 

S t . Margare t Church

Daily Masses
 Monday through Fr iday-7:00AM 

S t . Margare t Church

Eucharist ic Adorat ion
Wednesday-7:30AM-8:00PM

Concluding w i th Benedic t ion

S t . Margare t Church

CLERGY & STAFF



Sunday, May 18, 2025

 Ladies Aux i l iary Pu l led Pork Fundraiser Ticket Sales !

 St . Vincent de Pau l  Society Second Collect ion !

 12:00PM—KC Veterans Memorial Luncheon , Par ish Hal l

 6:45PM—Theology in a Bott le , S t . Margare t Room 

Monday, May 19, 2025

 1 :00PM—St . Faust ina ’s St itches , S t . Jean Vianney Room

 5:00PM—Mondays w ith Mary , S t . Margare t Church
 

 

Tuesday, May 20, 2025

 8:30AM—St . Matthew’s Gu i ld , S t . Ceci l ia Room

 6:00PM— Indian Meal Fundraiser , Par ish Hal l
  

Wednesday, May 21, 2025

 7:30AM—Eucharist ic Adorat ion , S t . Margare t Church

 5:00PM—VBS Decorat ing Night , Hal l of Sain ts

 5:00PM—Junior Youth Group , S t . John Pau l  I I  Room

 6:30PM—High School Youth Group , S t . John Pau l  I I  Room
 

Thursday, May 22, 2025

 4:00PM—Confessions , S t . Margare t Church
 

Friday, May 23, 2025

 Last Day to Drop Off Donat ions for Clothes Drive !

 1 1 :00AM—KC Ladies Pu l led Pork Fundraiser , Par ish Hal l
 

Saturday, May 24, 2025

 Diocese of Vijayawada Second Collect ion !

 9:00AM—KC Memorial Day Flag Placement , S t . Margare t Ceme tery

 3:00PM—Confessions , S t . Margare t Church 

 

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

CALLING ALL MARRIED COUPLES WITH YOUNG FAMILIES !

Wan t to grow in fa i th and fr iendship w i th your spouse whi le bu i ld ing communi ty w i th o ther

couples in a simi lar season of l i fe? "Toge ther in Hol iness" is a marr iage enr ichmen t program

from the St . John Pau l  I I  Foundat ion that helps couples s treng then their re lat ionship w i th God

and w i th each o ther . Designed especia l ly for young marr ied couples w i th chi ldren , this is a

beaut i fu l  way to inves t in your vocat ion whi le connec t ing w i th o thers walking a simi lar path .

Please join us for an informat ion mee t ing w i th l igh t refreshmen ts on June 17, 2025 , at

6:00PM in the St . Margare t Room to learn how this smal l group ser ies can bless your

marr iage and bu i ld meaningfu l  communi ty w i thin our par ish . One or bo th spouses are

welcome to at tend !


