
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (C)
PEW BUDDY

T H E                     APR IL 5/6 ,2025

“Le t  the one among you
who i s  w i t hou t  s i n  be the
f i r s t  t o  th row a s tone . . . ”

~ J o h n  8 : 7 b

St. Margaret Church & Parish Office 
30300 Cathol ic Hal l Road | Hammond | LA 70403

P.O. Box 100 | Albany | LA 70711

St. Thomas the Apostle Chapel 
31718 Main Street | Spr ingf ie ld | LA 70462

OFFICE HOURS
We are open Tuesday 
through Friday from 

8:00AM until 3:00PM, 
but closed for lunch from 

12:00PM until 1:00PM!
We are closed on Monday!

By Phone:
225.567.3573

By Email:
 stmargaret@diobr.org

Website:
stmargaretstthomas.com

CONTACT US
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Dear Parish Family,

Peace in the Lord Jesus Chr is t…and pra ise Him as we begin construct ion at St . Thomas! I would l ike
to express my grat i tude to a l l  who were able to at tend the groundbreaking ceremony th is past Sunday.
I t was a good start to the new and improved St . Thomas Chapel .

As ment ioned in my bul let in art ic le last week, you most certa in ly not iced the covered statues th is
weekend and wi l l  remain covered unt i l  the Easter Tr iduum. The reason I re introduced th is tradi t ion th is
year is that , by cover ing the statues, the Church encourages us to focus on the coming Passion Week
of the Lord. Please refer to last weekend’s bul let in art ic le for more deta i ls regarding the cover ing of
the statues dur ing the rest of the Lenten season.

Fina l ly , the readings th is weekend encourage us to “forget what l ies behind and stra in forward to what
l ies ahead.” The fi rs t reading, from the Book of the Prophet Isa iah, was a passage I spent a good deal
of t ime in prayer with dur ing my si lent retreat : “Remember not the events of the past, the things
of long ago consider not ; see, I am doing something new! Now it springs forth, do you not
perceive it?” ( Is . 43). Often, we can become trapped in the past , and th is can prevent us from
moving forward with the Lord. I t is l ike a “bal l and chain” that we drag around, h inder ing us from
fol lowing the Lord with “swif tness and quickness.” In the context of Isa iah’s words, the people are in
exi le , longing to return to the promised land. Isa iah te l ls them to remember not their past but to look
to what the Lord is doing in their l ives now.
 
St . Paul , in the second reading from the Letter to the Phi l ippians, reminds himself and his readers:
“Just one thing: forgetting what l ies behind but straining forward to what l ies ahead, I continue
my pursuit toward the goal, the prize of God's upward call ing, in Christ Jesus.” (Phi l . 3) St .
Paul , of course, was not a fr iend of Chr is t ians in his younger years. In fact , he oversaw severe
persecut ion against Chr is t ians in Jerusa lem and consented to the murder of St . Stephen, the fi rs t
martyr of the Church. Of course, we know what happened to St . Paul : Jesus met him on the road to
Damascus and “opened his eyes” to the truth of the Chr is t ian fa i th. St . Paul is now reminding himself
and his readers not to be chained to the past but rather to stra in forward to Chr is t Jesus. This is
something the woman caught in adul tery would soon have to put into pract ice in her own l i fe. She
herself most l ike ly was gui l ty of more than just adul tery in her past , but now her encounter with
Jesus Chr is t and his “eyes of mercy” has changed her l i fe. I suspect that the devi l soon tr ied to
remind her of her past , yet Chr is t was now cal l ing her forward, to leave behind her past and to stra in
forward to him. 

My dear fr iends in Chr is t , let not our past be a “bal l and chain” that keeps us from stra in ing forward
and fol lowing Jesus. As I have often sa id and have heard elsewhere, every sa int has a past , and
every sinner has a future. May the readings th is 5th Sunday of Lent encourage us not to remember
the past but to stra in forward towards the Lord, because he is a lways doing something new in our
l ives.

Have a wonderfu l week!

P.S. I f the ra in holds off th is weekend, I wi l l  be r id ing in the MS-150 with our St . Margaret team.
Please pray for our protect ion and safety, and may we represent St . Margaret and St . Thomas wel l !

PONDERINGS OF THE 
PEDAL-N-PADRE

By Father Paul Gros
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EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR OUR SEMINARIANS
Come join us for the 2025 Crawfish Boi l in honor of the seminar ians. This is a great
t ime to vis i t wi th the seminar ians and fe l low par ish ioners. The crawfish boi l wi l l  be
held on Saturday, Apri l 26, 2025 , fo l lowing the 4:00PM Mass. With your t icket , you
wi l l  receive 3 pounds of crawf ish, corn, potatoes and sausage. Tickets are $25 each
and wi l l  be sold after each Mass and in the par ish off ice. Join us in th is wonderfu l
cause in support ing our seminar ians as they journey to pr iesthood!

FINAL LENTEN MEATLESS MEAL
Our f ina l Lenten Meat less Meal wi l l  be Friday, Apri l 11 ,  2025 , from 4:00PM unt i l
6:30PM in the par ish hal l .  The meal wi l l  feature crawf ish etouffee. Monies ra ised
wi l l  specif ica l ly benef i t the youth group’s annual “Miss ion Krewe” and the other
sponsor ing organizat ions. Tickets wi l l  be avai lab le after Mass and in the par ish
off ice. Get your t ickets today!

YUMMY BREAKFAST FOR DINNER
Come jo in us for Apr i l ’s “Yummy for Your Tummy” themed “Breakfast for Dinner” to
be held in the St . Margaret Room on Saturday, Apri l 12, 2025, fo l lowing the 4:00
PM Vigi l Mass .  Br ing some gr i ts and eggs, bacon and biscui ts , pancakes and syrup,
etc. and jo in us for good food and to grow in community whi le gett ing to know
your fe l low par ish ioners! 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
A great way to spend an hour or so
with Jesus is in the s i lence of
Euchar is t ic Adorat ion. At St . Margaret ,
Jesus is present on the Al tar on
Wednesdays between 7:30AM and
8:00PM .  Contact Gretchen Johnson for
more informat ion at 225.921 .4071 or
gret johnson5@yahoo.com.

OCIA RITE OF INITIATION
On Saturday, Apri l 12, 2025, at the
4:00PM Mass, our candidates wi l l  be
received into the Cathol ic Church. Since
we do have qui te a few of these, the
4:00PM Mass wi l l  be longer than usual .
P lease pray for these new Cathol ics as
they make their First Communion and
Conf irmat ion!

DO YOU CHEW GUM AT MASS?
Chewing gum is NEVER appropr iate in church. Cathol ics, especia l ly who wi l l  be
receiv ing Communion, should never chew gum pr ior to Mass or even dur ing Mass
for they would vio late the Euchar is t ic fast and therefore would not be able to
receive Communion. Please dispose of your gum proper ly (not on the ground or in
the f lower beds) before enter ing our beaut i fu l church. We have found gum stuck on
the unders ide of our pews!
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LOOK TO THE FUTURE



STEWARDSHIP THIS WEEK
Thanks to your generosity, the

Regular Collection for the weekend of 
March 29/30, 2025, 

totaled:

$13,722.00.

The Special Collection 
for Catholic Relief Services totaled:

$1,501.00.

There will be no Second or Special
Collection next weekend!

Thank you for your kindness and
generosity to our ministries!

WE PRAY FOR MERCY ON THOSE WHO NEED HEALING
 Please jo in our Prayer Line Ministers as we pray for these fami ly members and fr iends: 

 

Molly Abele, Gwen & Walter Barado, Susan Basso, Clark Bergeron, Cindy Brasington,
Francie Bruhl , Amber Sti l ley Cocchiola, Addi Coxem, Bi l l  & Cynthia Cummer, Shir ley
Darouse, Hatt ie Davis, Rhonda Dedman, Mark DeMarche, Irene Good DeMars, Shel l i
Domiano, Ceci l El lenberger, Bob Evans, Marlena Everett , El ise “Breezy” Fischer, Dan
Flaherty, Judy Hahn, Marsha Hoffman, Theresa Ivanyisky, Delta Kovach, Tommy Hebert,
Mary E. Herbert, Stephen Ledet, Jayden Louque, Karen Macaluso, Gregg Mader, Larry,
Jenn, Charlotte & Grace McKnight, Carrie Odom, Lawrence Pelotto, Pete Pfiffner, Adrian
Phi l l ips, Jr. , Steve Plauche, Herb Pretus, Mary Prokop, Coogan Ryan, Reynel l Shorts,
Jules Simoneaux, Bonnie Smith, Sherry Smith, Mary Stabi le, Brittnay Sti l ley, Christ ine &
Joseph Stolf , Vito & Annie Tal l ia, Myra Timberlake, Trysten Tucker, Rita Rayborn
Wagner, Bonnie Walker, Lydia Watts, Jackie Wedge, Debbie Wheat, Tonya Wheat,
Delores & Keith Wheat, those in the Armed Services and law enforcement, and al l who
need our prayers.
 

Want to add someone to th is prayer l is t? Cal l the par ish off ice. 
Want our prayer warr iors to pray for your intent ions? Contact Rose Mary at 985.507.7487.
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The Lord has done great th ings for us; we are f i l led with joy.
BE FILLED WITH JOY

TO 
GIVE...



Saturday, Apri l 5, 2025, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass
Sidney Alexander, James Bai l l io, Bergeron-Plauche’ Famil ies, 
Phi l ip Brabham, Harold Caval lero, Jr. , Harold Caval lero, Sr. , 

Mary Lee Caval lero, Karen Chemay, Bi l l  Dantin, Larry J. Evans, 
June & Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. , Celeste Garcia, Homer Gaspard, 

Linda C. Gaudin, Ricky Genre, Gross Family, 
Mary, Joe L. & Wil l iam Juhasz, Vernon & Dorothy Landry, 
Michael Jude LeJeune, Ray J. Louviere, Adam Mocsary, 

George & Eric Navarre, Sue Novak, Dr. Wil l iam T. O’Brien, I I I ,  
Sidney Ourso, Victor & Mary Pepitone, Linda Perronne, 

Lynette Pfiffner, Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner, Chuck Raborn, Sr. , 
Jul iana Rotar, Anne Sherman and Vera Trosclair

Sunday, Apri l 6, 2025, 8:00AM Mass
Jerry Adamcewicz, Lloyd Dominguez, John LaGrange, 

Clarence & Faye Landeche, Landeche Family, Charl ie Martin, 
Ethel Prokop, Gil l  Scioneaux, Gerard Lou Staub 

and Charles & Marie Stumpf

Sunday, Apri l 6, 2025, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, Apri l 6, 2025, 5:30PM Mass
Chuck Raborn, Sr.

Monday, Apri l 7, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Lent)
Donivan Jones

Tuesday, Apri l 8, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Lent)
Lynette Pfiffner

Wednesday, Apri l 9, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Lent)
Kelsey Martin

Thursday, Apri l 10, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Lent)
Chuck Raborn, Sr.

Friday, Apri l 11 ,  2025, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Lent)
Kelsey Martin
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Margaret is given in memory of 

Gwen Delaune by Kim Navarre.

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
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PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM on
Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a message
on the emergency line at extension 106.

PRIESTS
Father Paul August Gros (Pastor)

Father Lazaru Panthagani 
(Associate Pastor)

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Admin istrat ive Ass is tant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ion is t)

Peggy Dessel le 
(Contr ibut ions Manager)

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 

(Rel ig ious Educat ion 
& Communicat ions Coordinator)

Mel issa F. Berghausen (Youth Min ister)

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS
Fifth Sunday of Lent

Gather Hymnal Number 1030

Isaiah 43:16-21
Remember not the events of the past; 

I am doing something new!
Philippians 3:8-14

Continue to pursue God’s upward calling.
John 8:1-11

Neither do I condemn you; 
go and sin no more.

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

 April 12/13, 2025
Isaiah 50:4-7

Philippians 2:6-11
Luke 22:14-23:56

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM

Sunday-8:00AM, 10:00AM & 5:30PM 
St. Margaret Church

Daily Masses
 Monday through Fr iday-7:00AM 

St. Margaret Church

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday-7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF



Sunday, Apri l 6, 2025
 Fifth Sunday of Lent!
 Bui lding & Maintenance Fund Second Col lect ion!
 Coffee & Donut Ministry!
 Lenten Meatless Meals Ticket Sales!
 Seminarian Crawfish Boi l Ticket Sales!
 10:00AM—Third Scrutiny , St . Margaret Church
 1 1 : 15AM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades K-6) , Hal l of Saints
 1 :00PM—Passion Play Practice , Par ish Hal l
 6:45PM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades 7-11) , Hal l of Saints 
   
Monday, Apri l 7, 2025
 8:10AM—Cathol ic Schoolhouse , Hal l of Saints
 5:00PM—Mondays with Mary , St . Margaret Church 

Tuesday, Apri l 8, 2025, 2025
 8:30AM—St. Matthew’s Gui ld , St . Ceci l ia Room
 9:30AM—Bible Study-Prayer , St . Ignat ius Room
 6:00PM—Adult Confirmation Class , St . Ignat ius Room
 
Wednesday, Apri l 9, 2025
 7:30AM—Eucharist ic Adoration , St . Margaret Church
 1 :00PM—Staff Faith Formation , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 6:30PM—High School Youth Group , Off Campus
 6:30PM—OCIA , Par ish Hal l
 7:00PM—Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus , St . Mar ia Gorett i Room
 
Thursday, Apri l 10, 2025
 4:00PM—Confessions, St . Margaret Church
 5:30PM—CDA Rosary , St . Margaret Room
 6:00PM—Lenten Book Study, St . Margaret Church
 6:00PM—Cathol ic Daughters Meeting , St . Margaret Room

Friday, Apri l 11 ,  2025
 2:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church
 4:00PM—Lenten Meatless Meals, Par ish Hal l
 5:30PM—Stations of the Cross , St . Margaret Church
 
Saturday, Apri l 12, 2025
 Palm Sunday!
 10:00AM—OCIA Rites of Init iat ion for Candidates Practice, St . Margaret Church
 3:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church 
 4:00PM—OCIA Rites of Init iat ion for Candidates , St . Margaret Church
 5:00PM—Yummy for Your Tummy , St . Margaret Room

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE


