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OFFICE HOURS
We are open Tuesday 
through Friday from 

8:00AM until 3:00PM, 
but closed for lunch from 

12:00PM until 1:00PM!
We are closed on Monday!

By Phone:
225.567.3573

By Email:
 stmargaret@diobr.org

Website:
stmargaretstthomas.com

CONTACT US
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Who knew the Messiah was born as the baby Jesus in Beth lehem in that
wintert ime?

In our Gospel Reading, a lot of people came to f igure i t out .

The chief pr iests and scr ibes knew where the Messiah would be born,
because they could interpret the parts in the Old Testament that predicted
the Messiah’s bir th. The magi from the East knew that the Messiah had
been born, because they could interpret the presence of the star in the
sky. When the magi fo l lowed the star to Beth lehem to see for themselves,
Herod the King ordered them to come back and te l l  h im too.

For a l l  these people, there was a way to know the bir th of the Messiah.
The pr iests could interpret Scr ipture, and the magi could read the stars.
King Herod had the pol i t ica l power to command their knowledge and
wisdom for his own purposes.

But what about people who lack the advantages of the pr iests and magi and
who have no power to command others? How are they to know? Does God
make provis ion only for the fortunate?

Consider the shepherds. They lacked the money needed for educat ion, and
so they lacked the abi l i ty to use Scr ipture or stars to know the bir th of the
Messiah. They had no power to command others to share the fru i ts of their
educat ion with them ei ther.

But i t is not power lessness or poverty that keeps a person from knowing
the bir th of the Messiah. In the end, i t was not the shepherds but the
powerfu l and weal thy King Herod, with his evi l-hearted intent ions, who did
not know the baby Jesus was the Messiah. The magi did not te l l  h im,
because God warned them in a dream not to. And so Herod the King did
not know.

In spi te of their lack of a l l  wor ld ly advantages, the shepherds in fact
outranked the king and a l l the others. They were by the s ide of the Messiah
f i rst , and they did not have to f igure i t out for themselves ei ther.

The shepherds may have been poor and s imple, but they were trust ing and
open-hearted, too. And so they knew Chr ist Jesus was born in a manger in
Beth lehem that cold winter night because they heard the angels s ing.

WHO KNEW?
By Eleonore Stump
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EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH
CANDLELIGHT ROSARY PROCESSION

In remembrance of the Unborn, the St . Margaret Respect Life Ministry is sponsor ing
a Candle l ight Rosary Process ion to the St . Margaret Cemetery on Saturday, January
4, 2025 , af ter the 4:00PM Mass. Join us in the front of St . Margaret Church to
begin th is beaut i fu l process ion as we pray to our Lady for the souls of the unborn
chi ldren.

YUMMY CHILDHOOD COMFORT!

Br ing your favor i te chi ldhood food and jo in us on Saturday, January 11 , 2025 , af ter
the 4:00PM Mass at the par ish hal l for our next Yummy for Your Tummy themed
“Comfort Food: A Taste of Home.” Join us for good food, chi ldhood memories and
fel lowship!

DISASTER RECOVERY MINISTRY

On Tuesday, January 7, 2025 , at 5:30PM .  St . Margaret/St . Thomas Disaster
Recovery Ministry (former ly Thomas’ Table) wi l l  have a meet ing in the Hal l of Saints
for those who serve or who would be interested in serving in th is par ish ministry .
As a part ic ipant there are severa l ways to serve others needing help after a
disastrous event: hot meal program (not a travel ing meal) , emergency supply
distr ibut ion, FEMA appl icat ion intake, debr is removal (s i te damage assessment only
to help faci l i ta te out of town volunteer groups), funding and communicat ion. 
 
We wi l l  d iscuss these opportuni t ies, answer quest ions and ident i fy those who are
wi l l ing and able to serve in one capaci ty and area of th is ministry . Al though we do
not exper ience disasters often and hurr icane season is behind us, now is the t ime to
organize and prepare responses for what may come our way in 2025. 
 
I f you have been hoping for an opportuni ty that wi l l  make a tangib le difference in
the l ives of those you minister to - an opportuni ty to further be the hands and feet
of Jesus - the St . Margaret/St . Thomas Disaster Recovery Ministry may be i t ! ! 

CELEBRATE YOUR MILESTONE ANNIVERSARY

Join Bishop Michael Duca to celebrate couples who are marr ied for 25, 50, 65
years or more in 2025 on Sunday, February 9, 2025 , at 2:00PM at St . Jude the
Apost le Cathol ic Church in Baton Rouge. The fami l ies of the honored couples are
a lso invi ted to at tend the l i turgy and the recept ion. Would you l ike to register as a
part ic ipant so that our diocese can celebrate your important anniversary? Contact
Tammy in the par ish off ice by Wednesday, January 15, 2025 , to register !



RISE UP IN SPLENDOR
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THEOLOGY IN A BOTTLE

Our next “Theology in a Bott le," our adul t educat ion ministry , wi l l  be th is Sunday,
January 19, 2025 , at 6:45PM .  Danie l le Van Haute, Associate Director of
Evangel izat ion for the Diocese of Baton Rouge, and Fr. Paul Gros wi l l  present “You
Had Me at Mer lot :  Natura l Fami ly Planning.” Join us to learn more about your fa i th!
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THE LORD SHINES UPON YOU

STEWARDSHIP THIS WEEK
Thanks to your generosity, 

the Regular Collection for the
weekend of December 28/29, 2024,

totaled:

$14,707.00.

The Christmas Collection totaled:

$8,713.00.

The Parish Debt Reduction 
Second Collection totaled:

$4,019.00. 

The Second Collection 
next weekend is for the 

Respect Life Baby Bottle Campaign!

Thank you for your kindness and
generosity to our ministries!

Lord, every nat ion on earth wi l l  adore you.

HEALING POWER: PRAYING FOR OTHERS
 
Please jo in our Prayer Line Ministers as we pray for these community/fami ly members and
fr iends: 
 
Molly Abele, Darrel Amato, Gwen Barado, Susan Basso, Clark Bergeron, Cindy Brasington,
Francie Bruhl , Amber Sti l ley Cocchiola, Addi Coxem, Bi l l  & Cynthia Cummer, Rhonda
Dedman, Irene Good DeMars, Hatt ie Davis, Ceci l El lenberger, Sr. June Engelbrecht, El ise
“Breezy” Fischer, Dan Flaherty, Theresa Ivanyisky, Delta Kovach, Mary E. Herbert, Stephen
Ledet, Jayden Louque, Karen Macaluso, Larry, Jenn, Charlotte & Grace McKnight, Judy
Monistere, Lawrence Pelotto, Pete Pfiffner, Steve Plauche, Mary Prokop, Coogan Ryan,
Jules Simoneaux, Brittnay Sti l ley, Christ ine & Joseph Stolf , Vito Tal l ia, Myra Timberlake,
Trysten Tucker, Bonnie Walker, Lydia Watts, Jackie Wedge, Delores & Keith Wheat, those
in the Armed Services and law enforcement, and al l who need our prayers.
 

Want to add someone to th is prayer l is t? Cal l the par ish off ice. 
Want our prayer warr iors to pray for your intent ions? Contact Rose Mary at 985.507.7487.

CATHOLIC YOUTH 
LEADERSHIP AWARD

Every year the Louis iana State Knights of
Columbus recognize one boy and one gir l
f rom each KC Counci l awarding them with a
cash pr ize. I f you are a high school senior
and you would l ike to be considered for th is
honor, contact Glenn Young at 225.964.0947
for instruct ions/informat ion to complete the
onl ine CYLA appl icat ion form. 

The completed form MUST be emai led to  
rgyoung2@bel lsouth.net before Saturday,
January 25, 2025 .  

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
Tax t ime is r ight around the corner! I f you
are a registered par ish ioner and need a
statement of your annual contr ibut ions to our
church community for 2024, please cal l Peggy
Dessel le at extension 103 and leave her a
message with your name and specif ic request .
Thank you for your generosi ty to our par ish
a l l  throughout the year! Par ish ioners rea l ly
make St . Margaret a dynamic par ish!



Saturday, January 4, 2025, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass
 Cayden Amato, Jeremiah Amato, Catherine M. Barbier, Dr. Andrew & Olga Bartosh,

Bergeron-Plauche’ Famil ies, Phi l ip Brabham, Karen Chemay, Larry J. Evans, 
June & Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. , Anthony & Anna Friedman, Judy Friedman, Homer Gaspard,

Linda C. Gaudin, Rose & Fred Gauthier, Ricky Genre, Jeanne Dakin Gui l lot , 
Vernon & Dorothy Landry, Leon Latino, Jr. , Connie Louviere, Ray J. Louviere, 

Patt i Niehaus, Sue Novak, Dr. Wil l iam T. O’Brien, I I I ,  Sidney Ourso, Andy Pfiffner, 
Lynette Pfiffner, Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner, Chuck Raborn, Sr. , Gil l  Scioneaux, 

Anne Sherman, Paul Sziszak & Jul ia, Roy E. Threeton and Joe Vaurigaud

Sunday, January 5, 2025, 8:00AM Mass
Jerry Adamcewicz, Adrian, Bud & Joan Bai ley, Lloyd Dominguez, John LaGrange, 

Chuck Raborn, Sr. , Gil l  Scioneaux and Russel l Wood

Sunday, January 5, 2025, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, January 5, 2025, 5:30PM Mass
Chuck Raborn, Sr.

Monday, January 6, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday of Christmas)
Donivan Jones

Tuesday, January 7, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday of Christmas)
Stanley Davis

Wednesday, January 8, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday of Christmas)
Jeanne Dakin Gui l lot

Thursday, January 9, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday of Christmas)
Chuck Raborn, Sr.

Friday, January 10, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday of Christmas)
Lynette Pfiffner
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Margaret is given in memory of 

Joseph Hanewinkel , Sr. by Lucie & Joe Hanewinkel .

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

A BEAUTIFUL SANCTUARY
The f lowers on the a l tar th is weekend at St . Margaret are in memory of Eric Navarre
donated by Kim Navarre. I f you would l ike to have f lowers given in memory of a loved
one or in honor of a specia l occas ion, ca l l  the par ish off ice to schedule in advance.  



The Pew Buddy | Page 06

PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM
on Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a
message on the emergency line at extension
106.

PRIESTS
Father Paul August Gros (Pastor)

Father Lazaru Panthagani 
(Associate Pastor)

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Admin is trat ive Ass is tant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ion is t)

Peggy Dessel le 
(Contr ibut ions Manager)

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 
(Rel ig ious Educat ion & 

Communicat ions Coordinator)
Mel issa F. Berghausen 

(Youth Min ister)

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS
The Epiphany of the Lord

Gather Hymnal Number 1011

Isaiah 60:1-6
The new Jerusalem will shine in glory.

Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
The Gentiles are co-heirs in Christ.

Matthew 2:1-12
The Magi come to adore Jesus.

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
The Baptism of the Lord

 January 11/12, 2025
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM - St . Margaret Church

Sunday-8:00AM - St . Thomas Chapel
10:00AM & 5:30PM - St . Margaret Church

Daily Masses
 Monday through Fr iday-7:00AM 

St. Margaret Church

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday-7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF



Sunday, January 5, 2025
 Bui lding & Maintenance Fund Second Collection!
 Coffee & Donut Ministry!
 1 1 : 15AM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades K-6) , Hal l of Saints
 6:45PM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades 7-11) , Hal l of Saints

Monday, January 6, 2025
 10:00AM—St. Thomas Altar Society , St . Thomas Chapel
 5:00PM—Mondays with Mary , St . Margaret Church
 
Tuesday, January 7, 2025
 8:30AM—St. Matthew‘s Gui ld , St . Ceci l ia Room
 5:30PM—St. Margaret/St. Thomas Disaster Recovery Ministry , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 6:30PM—Knights of Columbus Faith Formation , St . Margaret Room
 6:30PM—Ladies Auxi l iary Faith Formation , St . Mar ia Gorett i Room
 7:00PM—Knights of Columbus Meeting , St . Margaret Room
 7:00PM—Ladies Auxi l iary Meeting , St . Mar ia Gorett i Room

Wednesday, January 8, 2025
 7:30AM—Eucharist ic Adoration , St . Margaret Church
 5:00PM—Junior Youth Group , St . John Paul I I  Room
 6:30PM—OCIA , Par ish Hal l
 6:30PM—High School Youth Group , St . John Paul I I  Room
   
Thursday, January 9, 2025
 4:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church
 6:00PM—Book of Matthew Bible Study , Hal l of Saints

Friday, January 10, 2025
 No Extraordinary Events Scheduled Today!
  
Saturday, January 11 , 2025
 Respect Life Baby Bott le Campaign Second Collection!
 3:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church 
 5:00PM—Yummy for Your Tummy, Par ish Hal l

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

NEW YEAR, NEW YOU?!
Come spend some t ime with Jesus and l is ten
for His voice th is new year, i t may create a
new you. Euchar is t ic Adorat ion is every
Wednesday from 7:30AM unt i l  8:00PM .
Committed adorers are a lways needed. Contact
Gretchen Johnson for more informat ion at
225.921 .4071 or gret johnson5@yahoo.com. 


