
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (C)
PEW BUDDY

T H E
              JANUARY 18/ 19 ,  2025

“Do wha tever  He
te l l s  you . ”

“Do wha tever  He
te l l s  you . ”

~ J o h n  2 : 5

St. Margaret Church & Parish Office 
30300 Cathol ic Hal l Road | Hammond | LA 70403

P.O. Box 100 | Albany | LA 70711

St. Thomas the Apostle Chapel 
31718 Main Street | Spr ingf ie ld | LA 70462

OFFICE HOURS
We are open Tuesday 
through Friday from 

8:00AM until 3:00PM, 
but closed for lunch from 

12:00PM until 1:00PM!
We are closed on Monday!

By Phone:
225.567.3573

By Email:
 stmargaret@diobr.org

Website:
stmargaretstthomas.com

CONTACT US
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PONDERINGS OF THE 
PEDAL-N-PADRE

By Father Paul Gros

Dear Par ish Fami ly , 

Peace in the Lord Jesus Chr ist as we begin th is Jubi lee year of 2025. Back in May 2024 Pope Francis
declared in a document ent i t led “Hope Does Not Disappoint” that th is coming year would be a year of
jubi lee for the Church. Br i tannica.com descr ibed a Cathol ic jubi lee year as “a celebrat ion that is
observed for one fu l l  year every 25 years, dur ing which Cathol ics may be granted remiss ion of s ins ( in
the form of an indulgence) by the pope under certa in condi t ions, such as complet ing a pi lgr image.” The
last jubi lee year that was declared was an extraordinary jubi lee year in 2016 for the “Year of Mercy”
and before that was in 2000 when Pope St . John Paul I I  declared a jubi lee year for the new mi l lennium. 

This year the jubi lee year is a “Year of Hope.” Pope Francis wrote in his document in May: "We must
fan the f lame of hope that has been given us and help everyone to ga in new strength and certa inty by
look ing to the future with an open spir i t , a trust ing heart and far-s ighted vis ion. The forthcoming Jubi lee
can contr ibute great ly to restor ing a c l imate of hope and trust as a pre lude to the renewal and rebir th
that we so urgent ly des ire. . ."

Jubi lee years go a l l the way back to ancient Bib l ica l t ime in which every 50 years the Israel i tes would
celebrate a year of “rest” and “emancipat ion”. Levi t icus 25:10 states: This fift ieth year you shall make
sacred by proclaiming l iberty in the land for al l its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you, when
every one of you shall return to his own property, everyone to his own family estate.” During th is
year, debts were forgiven, s laves were freed, and land was returned to i ts or ig ina l owners. I t was a
t ime that God wanted Israel to recal l that they had been once s laves and had been freed by God
through Moses. That same mercy was to be shown to others as He had shown to them. 

The Cathol ic Church picked up th is tradi t ion in 1300 AD when Pope Boniface VI I I  declared the f i rst
Chr ist ian jubi lee, grant ing fu l l  remiss ion of s in for those who confessed their s ins and made a
pi lgr image to St . Peter’s Bas i l ica in Rome. Today a plenary indulgence is at tached to certa in st ipu lat ions
that are conducted by the fa i thfu l dur ing the Jubi lee Year. The Holy See issued a decree on May 13,
2024, out l in ing the ways that Cathol ics can obta in a plenary indulgence dur ing the 2025 Jubi lee Year. “A
plenary indulgence is a grace granted by the Catholic Church through the merits of Jesus Christ
to remove the temporal punishment due to sin. The indulgence applies to sins already forgiven. A
plenary indulgence cleanses the soul as if the person had just been baptized. Plenary indulgences
obtained during the Jubilee Year can also be applied to souls in purgatory with the possibil ity of
obtaining two plenary indulgences for the deceased in one day…” (Diocese of Baton Rouge Year of
Jubi lee of Hope plenary indulgences)

These st ipu lat ions inc lude a pious vis i t to a sacred place. In our diocese severa l churches have been
named “sacred places” inc luding St . Joseph Cathedra l and Mater Dolorosa in Independence. A pious
visit includes spending a “suitable” amount of time during a prayerful visit in Eucharistic
adoration, either in exposition or before the tabernacle, meditation, and concluding with praying
for the intentions of Pope Francis, the recitation of the Our Father, any legitimate form of the
Creed, and invocations to the Blessed Virgin Mary. (Diocese of Baton Rouge Year of Jubi lee of
Hope plenary indulgences). 

To obta in any of the plenary indulgences refer to our diocesan websi te – www.diobr.org/jubi lee
 
Happy Jubi lee Year 2025! !
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EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH
THEOLOGY IN A BOTTLE
Our next “Theology in a Bott le," our adul t educat ion ministry , wi l l  be th is Sunday,
January 19, 2025 , at 6:45PM .  Danie l le Van Haute, Associate Director of
Evangel izat ion for the Diocese of Baton Rouge, and Fr. Paul Gros wi l l  present “You
Had Me at Mer lot :  Natura l Fami ly Planning.” Join us to learn more about your fa i th!

CATHOLIC YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD
Every year the Louis iana State Knights of Columbus recognize one boy and one gir l
f rom each KC Counci l awarding them with a cash pr ize. I f you are a high school
senior and you would l ike to be considered for th is honor, contact Glenn Young at
225.964.0947 for instruct ions/informat ion to complete the onl ine CYLA appl icat ion
form. The completed form MUST be emai led to rgyoung2@bel lsouth.net before
Saturday, January 25, 2025 .  

ROTISSERIE CHICKEN DINNER
The Fourth Degree Knight of Columbus wi l l  be sel l ing t ickets outs ide of Mass th is
weekend, January 18/19, 2025 , for Rot isser ie Chicken Dinners. Each dinner inc ludes
a jumbo leg quarter , baked beans, corn on the cob, bread and dessert . These meals
can be picked up on Friday, January 24, 2025 , between 11 :00AM and 12:30PM in
the par ish hal l .  The cost is $11 per plate and a l l  funds ra ised wi l l  benef i t the
KC/Ladies char i tab le act iv i t ies, inc luding support ing and ass ist ing many St . Margaret
min istr ies and events.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIVING SPIRIT
The generosi ty of the St . Margaret/St . Thomas par ish ioners is abundant and
overwhelming. Fami l ies and organizat ions opened their hearts to help 32 needy
fami l ies in our local community and made Chr istmas br ighter for 92 chi ldren and
their caregivers. As volunteers ta lked and met with the fami l ies dur ing th is project ,
we l is tened to the diff icu l t ies they face and we prayed with them to have strength
and fa i th in the Lord. Al l expressed grat i tude for the bless ings they received from
our community . The amazing generosi ty of those who part ic ipated in th is project is a
testament to our fa i th and commitment to the less fortunate. A big thank you from
your St . Vincent de Paul Ministry . We are so gratefu l for your giv ing heart . 

REQUEST YOUR TAX STATEMENT 
Tax t ime is r ight around the corner! I f you are a registered par ish ioner and need a
statement of your annual contr ibut ions to our church community for 2024, please
cal l Peggy Dessel le at extension 103 and leave her a message with your name and
specif ic request . Thank you for your generosi ty to our par ish a l l  throughout the
year! Par ish ioners rea l ly make St . Margaret a dynamic par ish!



SAY TO ALL “THE LORD IS KING”
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O SING TO THE LORD

STEWARDSHIP 
THIS WEEK

Thanks to your generosity, 
the Regular Collection for the

weekend of January 11/12, 2025,
totaled:

$12,186.00.

The Respect Life Baby Bottle
Campaign Second Collection 

totaled:

$2,849.00. 

The Special Collection 
next weekend is for the 
Church in Latin America!

Thank you for your kindness and
generosity to our ministries!

Procla im his marvelous deeds to a l l  the nat ions.

PRAY WITHOUT CEASING FOR HEALING
 
Please jo in our Prayer Line Ministers as we pray for these fami ly members and fr iends: 
 
Molly Abele, Darrel Amato, Gwen Barado, Susan Basso, Clark Bergeron, Cindy
Brasington, Francie Bruhl , Amber Sti l ley Cocchiola, Addi Coxem, Bi l l  & Cynthia
Cummer, Rhonda Dedman, Irene Good DeMars, Hatt ie Davis, Ceci l El lenberger, Sr. June
Engelbrecht, El ise “Breezy” Fischer, Dan Flaherty, Marsha Hoffman, Theresa Ivanyisky,
Delta Kovach, Mary E. Herbert, Stephen Ledet, Jayden Louque, Karen Macaluso, Larry,
Jenn, Charlotte & Grace McKnight, Judy Monistere, Lawrence Pelotto, Pete Pfiffner,
Steve Plauche, Mary Prokop, Coogan Ryan, Jules Simoneaux, Gerard Staub, Brittnay
Sti l ley, Christ ine & Joseph Stolf , Vito Tal l ia, Myra Timberlake, Trysten Tucker, Bonnie
Walker, Lydia Watts, Jackie Wedge, Debbie Wheat, Delores & Keith Wheat, those in
the Armed Services and law enforcement, and al l who need our prayers.
 

Want to add someone to th is prayer l is t? Cal l the par ish off ice. 
Want our prayer warr iors to pray for your intent ions? Contact Rose Mary at 985.507.7487.



Saturday, January 18, 2025, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass
Catherine M. Barbier, Dr. Andrew & Olga Bartosh, Bergeron-Plauche’ Famil ies, 

Milton Boackle, Phi l ip Brabham, Karen Chemay, Wil l iam “Bi l l” Dantin, I I I ,  
Larry J. Evans, June & Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. , Homer Gaspard, Linda C. Gaudin, 

Rose & Fred Gauthier, Ricky Genre, Mary, Joe L. & Wil l iam Juhasz,
Vernon & Dorothy Landry, Leon Latino, Jr. , Charl ie & Mary Leon, Connie Louviere, 
Ray J. Louviere, Patt i Niehaus, Sue Novak, Dr. Wil l iam T. O’Brien, I I I ,  Sidney Ourso,

Andy Pfiffner, Lynette Pfiffner, Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner, Chuck Raborn, Sr. , 
Gil l  Scioneaux, Anne Sherman, Roy E. Threeton and Joe Vaurigaud

Sunday, January 19, 2025, 8:00AM Mass
Jerry Adamcewicz, Lloyd Dominguez, John LaGrange, Charl ie Martin, 

Chuck Raborn, Sr. , Gil l  Scioneaux and Russel l Wood

Sunday, January 19, 2025, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, January 19, 2025, 5:30PM Mass
Chuck Raborn, Sr.

Monday, January 20, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Souls in Purgatory

Tuesday, January 21, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Memorial of St. Agnes)
Donivan Jones

Wednesday, January 22, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Lynette Pfiffner

Thursday, January 23, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
Chuck Raborn, Sr.

Friday, January 24, 2025, 7:00AM Mass (Memorial of St. Francis de Sales)
Souls in Purgatory
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Margaret is given in memory of 

George & Eric Navarre by Kim Navarre.

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

A BEAUTIFUL SANCTUARY
The f lowers on the a l tar th is weekend at St . Margaret are in memory of Eric Navarre
donated by Kim Navarre. I f you would l ike to have f lowers given in memory of a loved
one or in honor of a specia l occasion, ca l l  the par ish off ice to schedule in advance.  
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PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM
on Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a
message on the emergency line at extension
106.

PRIESTS
Father Paul August Gros (Pastor)

Father Lazaru Panthagani 
(Associate Pastor)

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Admin is trat ive Ass is tant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ion is t)

Peggy Dessel le (Contr ibut ions Manager)

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 
(Rel ig ious Educat ion & 

Communicat ions Coordinator)
Mel issa F. Berghausen (Youth Min ister)

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gather Hymnal Number 1097

Isaiah 62:1-5
God loves and restores Israel as a spouse.

1 Corinthians 12:4-11
The Spirit bestows many 
diverse but equal gifts.

John 2:1-11
Jesus’ first sign is at 

the wedding feast at Cana.

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

 January 25/26, 2025
Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10

1 Corinthians 12:12-30
Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM - St . Margaret Church

Sunday-8:00AM - St . Thomas Chapel
10:00AM & 5:30PM - St . Margaret Church

Daily Masses
 Monday through Fr iday-7:00AM 

St. Margaret Church

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday-7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF



Sunday, January 19, 2025
 St. Vincent de Paul Second Col lect ion!
 KC Rotisserie Chicken Dinner Ticket Sales!
 1 1 : 15AM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades K-6) , Hal l of Saints
 1 1 : 15AM—PSR Reconci l iat ion (Grade 3) , St . Margaret Church
 11 : 15AM—Circle of Grace (Grade 2) , Hal l of Saints
 6:45PM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades 7-11) , Hal l of Saints
 6:45PM—Circle of Grace (Grade 8) , Hal l of Saints
 6:45PM—Theology in a Bott le , St . Margaret Room

Monday, January 20, 2025
 Mondays with Mary Canceled!
 8:15AM—Cathol ic Schoolhouse , Hal l of Saints
 1 :30PM—St. Faustina’s Stitches , St . Jean Vianney Room
  
Tuesday, January 21, 2025
 8:30AM—St. Matthew‘s Gui ld , St . Ceci l ia Room
 6:00PM—Respect Life Committee Meeting , St . E l izabeth Seton Room

Wednesday, January 22, 2025
 7:30AM—Eucharist ic Adoration , St . Margaret Church
 5:00PM—Junior Youth Group , St . John Paul I I  Room
 6:30PM—OCIA , Par ish Hal l
 6:30PM—High School Youth Group , St . John Paul I I  Room
   
Thursday, January 23, 2025
 4:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church
 6:00PM—Book of Matthew Bible Study , Hal l of Saints
  
Friday, January 24, 2025
 1 1 :00AM—KC Rotisserie Chicken Dinners , Par ish Hal l
  
Saturday, January 25, 2025
 Church in Latin America Special Col lect ion!
 3:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church 
 

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE


