
TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B)
PEW BUDDY

T H E
            OCTOBER 12/ 13 ,  2024

St. Margaret Church & Parish Office 
30300 Cathol ic Hal l Road | Hammond | LA 70403

P.O. Box 100 | Albany | LA 70711

St. Thomas the Apostle Chapel 
31718 Main Street | Spr ingf ie ld | LA 70462

OFFICE HOURS
We are open Tuesday 
through Friday from 

8:00AM until 3:00PM, 
but closed for lunch from 

12:00PM until 1:00PM!
We are closed on Monday!

CONTACT US
By Phone:

225.567.3573
By Email:

 stmargaret@diobr.org
Website:

stmargaretstthomas.com

“Al l  th ings  are
poss ib le  for  God.”

~ M a r k  1 0 : 2 7
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INHERITING ETERNAL LIFE

In the Gospel Reading, a r ich young man asks Jesus, “What must I do to
inher i t eterna l l i fe?” In response, Jesus says to him, “You are lacking in one
thing. Go, sel l what you have, and give to the poor.”

Sel l ing what you own is a pretty radica l th ing to do. Just th ink what you
own: a house, a car, a bed. And that ’s just the beginning, isn’ t i t? There’s
a lso the computer, the cel l phone, the TV—and on and on.

Ear ly in Chr ist ian history, people who sold everyth ing they owned set up
rel ig ious orders, so that they could l ive together and share what they
needed. And so Jesus’ exhortat ion to sel l what you have and give to the
poor is usual ly taken as a cal l to re l ig ious l i fe. Understood in that way,
Jesus’ advice to the r ich young man is one of the counsels of perfect ion. I t
expla ins what you have to do to be perfect in th is l i fe.

But here’s a puzz le worth not ic ing. You don’t have to be perfect to go to
heaven. You don’t have to be a member of a re l ig ious order to go to
heaven. But going to heaven is what the r ich young man was asking Jesus
about: “What must I do to inher i t eterna l l i fe?” And so the answer Jesus
gave the r ich young man should have expla ined to him what you have to do
to get to heaven. A counsel of perfect ion is by i ts nature not an answer to
the r ich young man’s quest ion.

Or put i t th is way. I f se l l ing a l l  he has and giv ing i t to the poor is what the
r ich young man needs to do to inher i t eterna l l i fe, what about everybody
else? Does everybody have to sel l what he has in order to at ta in heaven? If
you don’t se l l everyth ing you have, are you going to hel l?

The solut ion to the puzz le is to th ink about the descr ipt ion of the man asking
Jesus the quest ion: he is the r ich young man. In other words, h is gif ts l ie in
his weal th. 

Now gif ts are highly var ious. There are lots of gif ts , g i f ts of learning, of
music, of many other th ings. But whatever a person’s gif ts are, they are
meant to be given back in service to the Lord. You cannot bury your ta lent—
your gif ts—in the ground and hope to please the Lord. 

So here is what you need to do to inher i t eterna l l i fe: You need to fol low
Jesus and use your gif ts to the fu l l  when you do.

by Eleonore Stump



RESPECT LIFE VIDEO PRESENTATION
St. Margaret Respect Life Committee wi l l  be present ing an informat ive video about
IVF ( in v i t ro fert i l i zat ion) on Tuesday, October 15, 2024, at 6:30PM in the St.
Margaret Room in the Hal l of Saints . Everyone is welcome to at tend and learn more
about th is controvers ia l topic! 

HOSPITALITY MINISTER WORKSHOP
Our Ministers of Hospi ta l i ty are there to welcome, ass ist and assure that everyone’s
t ime of worship with us is inv i t ing. There wi l l  be a Hospi ta l i ty Minister/Usher
Workshop on October 15, 2024 , at 6:00PM in St. Margaret Church .  Al l current
ministers are required to come to th is refresher. Join us i f you are interested in
serving. Please contact Kim Navarre, ministry chairperson, at 985.634.5366 if you can
help evangel ize by welcoming a l l  into our church.

THEOLOGY IN A BOTTLE
Our next “Theology in a Bott le," our adul t educat ion ministry , wi l l  be on Sunday,
October 20, 2024 , at 6:45PM .  Deacon Byrd Corbett ’s presentat ion is t i t led “A Toast
to the Journey: Memento Mori .” Join us and Deacon Byrd for an informat ive
discuss ion on th is interest ing topic and learn more about your fa i th!

SAVE THE DATE - 2024 ST. MARGARET FALL FESTIVAL
This year 's St . Margaret Fest iva l Day is Sunday, November 17, 2024 .  We are seeking
NEW and HANDCRAFTED i tems for the auct ion; we also love donat ions of Services
or Exper iences to add to the auct ion. Please contact Gina Li t t le at 504.237.7105 or
gl i t t le1985@gmai l .com if you have a donat ion to make. Our next p lanning meet ing is
th is Monday, October 21, 2024 , at 5:45PM in the Hal l of Saints . Al l are welcome! 
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EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH

KC MOVIE NIGHT
The Knights of Columbus are host ing a movie night to show the re-re leased f i lm
“Cabr in i” on Friday, October 18, 2024, at 6:30PM in the St . Margaret Room. Light
refreshments wi l l  be served. Al l are welcome for our premier event !

TRUNK OR TREAT!
The Cathol ic Daughters and the Yummy for Your Tummy Team wi l l  host the Fourth
Annual St . Margaret , Queen of Scot land Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 26,
2024 .  The fun wi l l  begin at 6:00PM .  Decorate your trunk and br ing treats to share.
Be sure to wear your favor i te costume! Come join us for tr ick or treat ing, pizza,
chips, and dr inks. Please contact Tracy Andry at 225.485.5215 or tkandry@charter .net
for more informat ion or to s ign up for a trunk. Hope to see you there! 
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CEMETERY REMINDERS
Al l Saints Day is fast approaching and many of you wi l l  be cleaning up the graves of
your loved ones in our cemetery. Our groundskeeper, Jason, works very hard at
making our cemetery a beaut i fu l and safe place to vis i t . When making your loved
one’s rest ing place a th ing of beauty, p lease be sure to observe the ru les of the
cemetery. No weed ki l ler of any k ind is a l lowed on the grounds. Only latex paint (no
oi l-based paint) is a l lowed on the graves. For safety reasons, no glass is a l lowed in
the cemetery. Al l f lowers left after Al l Saints Day around the graves in the grass
need to be removed by December 1 , 2024, or wi l l  be disposed of. Any other i tems
left in the cemetery cannot remain in the grass. I f you have any quest ions concerning
our cemetery, p lease cal l Tammy in the par ish off ice.

I f you are interested in having your loved ones grave pressure washed for a fee by
our groundskeeper, p lease cal l the par ish off ice for contact informat ion.

STORE UP HEAVENLY RICHES
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BE RICH IN SPIRIT 

STEWARDSHIP 
THIS WEEK

Thanks to your generosity, the
Regular Collection for the weekend

of October 5/6, 2024, 
totaled: 

 $13,736.00.

The Building & Maintenance Fund
Second Collection totaled:

$4,331.00

The Special Collection next weekend,
World Mission Sunday, is for the

Propagation of the Faith.

Thank you for your kindness and
generosity to our ministries!

Fi l l  us with your love, O Lord, and we wi l l  s ing for joy.

ST. MARGARET MONTHLY FOOD
DISTRIBUTION
Specia l thanks to a l l  of the wonderfu l St . Margaret
and St . Thomas par ish ioners who volunteer with
the monthly food distr ibut ion days. Over 165
fami l ies received food last month. We further
thank our ongoing partners at Cathol ic Char i t ies
and the Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank; with th is
partnership fami l ies receive USDA food boxes and
per ishable food each month. People who need
ass istance can register at the next food
distr ibut ion on Thursday, October 17, 2024, from
9:30 AM - 11 :30 AM. Volunteers are needed from
7:00 AM - 12:00 PM .  I f you a lready volunteer, let
your team leader know that you wi l l  be able to
help. I f you want to get involved, p lease contact
Sy lv ia Bush at 985-969-7477, so we can best
ut i l i ze your t ime and ta lents. 

2024 Fal l Festival T-Shirt Order
Form

Sc
an

 H
er

e!



Saturday, October 12, 2024, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass
Leroy Amato, Roy Barrios, Bergeron-Plauche’ Famil ies, Brett Thomas Bonin, 

Phi l ip Brabham, Karen Chemay, Joseph Andrew Dick, June Fos, Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. ,
Michel le Duhon Fruchtnicht, Homer Gaspard, Rose Gauthier, Ricky Genre, 
El la Ruth Giamis, Jeanne Dakin Gui l lot , Mary, Joe L. & Wil l iam Juhasz, 

Vernon & Dorothy Landry, Leon Latino, Jr. , Connie Louviere, Ray J. Louviere, 
George Muscat, Anthony Nicol ich, Sue Novak, Dr. Wil l iam T. O’Brien, I I I ,  Andy Pfiffner, 

Lynette Pfiffner, Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner, Chuck Raborn, Sr. , Anne Sherman 
and Yancy Watkins

Sunday, October 13, 2024, 8:00AM Mass
Myrtle T. Aucoin, Adrian, Bud & Joan Bai ley, Lloyd Dominguez, John LaGrange,

 Charl ie Martin and Gerald Melancon

Sunday, October 13, 2024, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, October 13, 2024, 5:30PM Mass
Donald Deshotels

Tuesday, October 15, 2024, 7:00AM Mass (Memorial of St. Teresa of Jesus)
Buck Grantham

Wednesday, October 16, 2024, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
George & Eric Navarre

Thursday, October 17, 2024, 7:00AM Mass (Memorial of St. Ignatius of Antioch)
Lynette Pfiffner

Friday, October 18, 2024, 7:00AM Mass (Feast of St. Luke)
Chuck Raborn, Sr.
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Margaret is given in memory of 

Larry Borgstede by Carol Borgstede McGough.

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JOIN JESUS IN THE CLASSROOM OF SILENCE
Come spend some t ime with Jesus. Euchar is t ic Adorat ion is every Wednesday from
7:30AM unt i l  8:00PM .  Committed adorers are a lways needed. Contact Gretchen Johnson
for more informat ion at 225.921 .4071 or gret johnson5@yahoo.com. 
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PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM
on Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a
message on the emergency line at extension
106.

PASTOR
Father Paul August Gros 

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Administrat ive Assistant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ionist)

Peggy Dessel le (Contr ibut ions Manager)

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 
(Rel ig ious Educat ion & 

Communicat ions Coordinator)
Mel issa F. Berghausen (Youth Minister)

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gather Hymnal Number 1174

Wisdom 7:7-11
Nothing compares to 
the gift of wisdom.
Hebrews 4:12-13

God’s word penetrates 
our soul and spirit.

Mark 10:17-30
Make God our priority in life.

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

 October 19/20, 2024
Isaiah 53:10-11

Hebrews 4:14-16
Mark 10:35-45

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM - St . Margaret Church

Sunday-8:00AM - St . Thomas Chapel
10:00AM & 5:30PM - St . Margaret Church

Daily Masses
No Monday Mass

Tuesday through Fr iday-7:00AM 
St. Margaret Church

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday-7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF



Sunday, October 13, 2024
 1 1 : 15AM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades K-6) , Hal l of Saints
 1 1 : 15AM—PSR Reconci l iat ion (Grade 5) , St . Margaret Church
 6:45PM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades 7-11) , Hal l of Saints
 6:45PM—PSR Reconci l iat ion (Grade 7) , St . Margaret Church
 
Monday, October 14, 2024
 8:15AM—Cathol ic Schoolhouse , Hal l of Saints
 5:00PM—Mondays with Mary , St . Margaret Church
 5:30PM—St. Vincent de Paul Meeting , St . E l izabeth Seton Room

Tuesday, October 15, 2024
 8:30AM—St. Matthew‘s Gui ld , St . Ceci l ia Room
 9:30AM—Bible Study, Holy Spir it , St . Ignat ius Room
 6:00PM—Hospital i ty Minister Workshop , St . Margaret Church
 6:30PM—Adult Confirmation Class , St . Ignat ius Room
 6:30PM—Respect Life Committee Meeting , St . Margaret Room

Wednesday, October 16, 2024
 7:30AM—Eucharist ic Adoration , St . Margaret Church
 9:00AM—One Book, One Church , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 9:00AM—Staff Faith Formation , St . Ignat ius Room
 3:00PM—Cemetery Committee , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 5:00PM—Junior Youth Group , St . John Paul I I  Room
 6:30PM—OCIA , Par ish Hal l
 6:30PM—High School Youth Group , St . John Paul I I  Room
  
Thursday, October 17, 2024
 9:30AM—Food Distr ibution , Par ish Hal l & Church Grounds
 4:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church
 5:30PM—CDA Rosary , St . Jean Vianney Room
 6:00PM—Book of Matthew Bible Study , Hal l of Saints
 6:00PM—Cathol ic Daughters Meeting , St . Jean Vianney Room
 6:00PM—Vocations Committee , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 
Friday, October 18, 2024
 6:30PM—KC Movie Night “Cabrini” , St . Margaret Room
  
Saturday, October 19, 2024
 Propagation of the Faith Special Col lect ion!
 3:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

TOWNHALL MEETING ON HOMELESS SHELTER
I f you are interested in f inding out more about the operat ion of a homeless shel ter in
Hammond in the former Baytown Inn hote l , p lease jo in us for a Townhal l meet ing on Tuesday,
October 22, 2024, at e i ther 10:00AM or 6:00PM at the proposed shel ter located at 42309
South Morr ison Blvd. , Hammond.

2024 Hammond Life Chain:
October 2, 2024, supporters

gathered at Restorat ion House
Pregnancy Center to stand for l i fe
and against abort ion. Thank you to
Victor ia Dubret for gather ing others

to help stand up for l i fe.


