
 ASCENSION OF OUR LORD (B)
PEW BUDDY

T H E
 MAY 1 1 / 12 ,  2024

St. Margaret Church & Parish Office 
30300 Cathol ic Hal l Road | Hammond | LA 70403

P.O. Box 100 | Albany | LA 70711

St. Thomas the Apostle Chapel 
31718 Main Street | Spr ingf ie ld | LA 70462

OFFICE HOURS
We are open Tuesday 
through Friday from 

8:00AM until 3:00PM, 
but closed for lunch from 

12:00PM until 1:00PM!
We are closed on Monday!

CONTACT US
By Phone:

225.567.3573
By Email:

 stmargaret@diobr.org
Website:

stmargaretstthomas.com

“Go in to the
who le wor ld  and

proc l a im the
gospe l . . . ”

~ M a r k  1 6 : 1 5
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PONDERINGS OF THE 
PEDAL-N-PADRE

By Father Paul Gros

Dear Fami ly in Chr ist , 

Peace in the Lord Jesus Chr ist ! Last weekend we celebrated our annual May crowning with a l l  our PSR
chi ldren. I t was a wonderfu l way to end our school year! The month of May has tradi t ional ly been the
month of Our Lady. I t inc ludes four Mar ian feast days – May 1st Queen of Heaven, May 13th Our Lady of
Fat ima, May 24th Mary Help of Chr ist ians, and May 31st the Vis i tat ion of the Blessed Virg in Mary. Pope
Paul VI wrote in his encycl ica l let ter , “Mense Maio,” that May is the month Chr ist ians offer the Virg in
Mother more “ fervent and lov ing acts of homage and venerat ion; and i t is the month in which a greater
abundance of God’s mercifu l g i f ts comes down to us from our Mother ’s throne. ” 

Regarding Our Mother’s intercess ion, he cont inued: “For what other reason do we cont inua l ly turn to Mary
except to seek the Chr is t in her arms, to seek our Savior in her, through her, and with her? To Him men
are to turn amid the anx iet ies and per i ls of th is wor ld, urged on by duty and dr iven by the compel l ing
needs of the ir heart , to f ind a haven of sa lvat ion, a transcendent founta in of l i fe . ” In order to observe th is
tradi t ion in the Church, you might want to add addi t ional prayers l ike the Rosary, l i tan ies or the 7
Sorrows to your spir i tua l rout ine. To honor our Blessed Mother dur ing th is month, we wi l l  keep here
statue at the front of Church. Please feel free to place any f lowers around her feet as a s ign of
venerat ion. I just ask that you please keep them out from the walkway!

Last ly , as many of you a lready know, the Bishop’s off ice re leased new ass ignments two weeks ago. Two
of the ass ignments wi l l  affect St . Margaret and St . Thomas. First , I regret to let you know that Deacon
Randal l wi l l  no longer be “off ic ia l ly” ass igned to St Margaret . His new ass ignment to the Cathol ic Life
Center wi l l  have him cont inuing to serve as the Life, Peace, and Just ice Director of the diocese. This
posi t ion has grown tremendously s ince he took over severa l years ago, which has demanded much more
of his t ime as more service opportuni t ies avai l themselves in the diocese. The Bishop decided i t would
be best i f he was not ass igned to St . Margaret and St . Thomas so that he can devote his t ime to the
needs of those who are “on the margins.” Deacon Randal l wi l l  st i l l  be a member of St . Margaret but wi l l
not be on a regular weekend schedule. He wi l l  st i l l  be serving when he is avai lab le or i f requested by
par ish ioners. I do want to personal ly thank him for a l l  that he has done for our community and wi l l
cont inue to do in service to the Lord! Please keep Deacon Randal l in your thoughts and prayers as he
cont inues to serve our diocese. 

Secondly, as you may a lso know, Fr. Tay lor has been ass igned as the new pastor of St . Joseph in French
Sett lement and St Stephen in Maurepas effect ive July 1st . Unfortunate ly , th is means, that come the end
of June, he wi l l  no longer be in res idence at St . Margaret and no longer able to ass ist with the 4:00PM
and 8:00AM Masses on the weekends. I must say that I have thoroughly enjoyed having his company
here at the rectory. We have shared many laughs and much advice from one another in the evenings
over dinner as we ta lked about the day’s joys and chal lenges in pr iest ly ministry ! I wish Fr. Tay lor wel l…as
I know he wi l l  be a great pastor to the folks of French Sett lement and Maurepas. Please keep him in
your prayers as wel l !

Have a wonderfu l week!
Fr. Paul 

P.S. This week I wi l l  be travel l ing to Medjugor je on pi lgr image. I am br inging a l l  of you and your
intent ions with me in my heart . Please pray for our safe travels and a grace-f i l led tr ip as we vis i t th is
specia l Mar ian Appar i t ion Si te. Note that there wi l l  be NO dai ly Mass whi le I am away!



YUMMY FIESTA
Cinco de Mayo Celebrat ion is the theme for May’s “Yummy for Your Tummy” to be
held in the par ish hal l on Saturday, May 11 , 2024 , at 5:00PM .  Br ing your favor i te
tacos, burr i tos, nachos, guacamole, chips & sa lsa to share and grow in community
whi le gett ing to know your fe l low par ish ioners!

THEOLOGY IN A BOTTLE
Our f ina l insta l lment th is year of “Theology in a Bott le,” our adul t educat ion ministry ,
wi l l  be held on Sunday, May 19, 2024 , from 6:45PM unt i l  8:00PM in the St .
Margaret Room. Becky Eldredge wi l l  be th is month’s presenter for her presentat ion
ent i t led “Happiness That Lasts Past Happy Hour: Spir i tua l L ife Hacks.” Spread the
word about learn ing the fa i th!

ST. FAUSTINA’S STITCHES
Join our crochet/kni t t ing group on Monday, May 20, 2024 , from 1 :00PM unt i l
3:00PM for fe l lowship and to st i tch together. Our group shares prayer, ideas, and
ass istance in crochet ing/kni t t ing usefu l i tems for Walk ing with Moms in Need and
other ministr ies.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?
Do you know of someone who is interested in becoming Cathol ic? The Order of
Chr ist ian In i t ia t ion of Adul ts (OCIA) is a transformat ive process that inv i tes non-
bapt ized adul ts and bapt ized Chr ist ians seeking fu l l  communion with the Roman
Cathol ic Church to explore, learn, and grow in their fa i th. St . Margaret ’s OCIA
program wi l l  have 3 inquiry sess ions on the fol lowing Wednesdays: May 22, June 19
and July 17, 2024, at 6:30PM in the Hal l of Saints . These inquiry sess ions wi l l  g ive
you the opportuni ty to ask quest ions you may have and to f ind out more about our
OCIA program which wi l l  off ic ia l ly begin on August 14, 2024 .

EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH
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YOUTH GROUP UPDATE
Even though summer wi l l  be here soon, and the
youth wi l l  be out of school , we wi l l  cont inue to
have Junior and High School Youth Group events.
P lease keep an eye on our bul let in ! AND for
these events, we wi l l  st i l l  need meals to feed
these hungry young people. Please use the QR
code here or ca l l  Mel issa at the par ish off ice to
s ign up to br ing a meal to our future sa ints !



CONFIRMED IN CHRIST
Congratu lat ions to the men and women of
St . Margaret who received the Sacrament
of Conf irmat ion from Bishop Duca last
weekend inc luding: Olivia Abadie, Ri ley
Bankovic, Bryn Beard, Carol ine Beard,
Brennan Bishop, Dax Dupuy, El ise Fischer,
John Jason, Addison Liuzza, Michael
Marshal l ,  Gabriel Mil let , Noah Morreale,
Trey Ohler, Clayton Pecoraro and Ethan
Pelt ier .  P lease cont inue to pray for these
young people on their spir i tua l journey!
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SING PRAISE TO OUR KING
CEMETERY COMMITTEE NEWS
Our Cemetery Committee is current ly in the
process of contract ing for an addi t ion to our
exist ing mausoleum in St . Margaret
Cemetery. I f you are interested in
purchas ing a f ina l rest ing place in our
beaut i fu l cemetery, especia l ly in our
mausoleum (crypts or niches), p lease give
Tammy a cal l at the par ish off ice. In the
upcoming weeks, we wi l l  be advert is ing for
presa les so keep an eye on The Pew Buddy!

HUGE THANK YOU!
The Knights of Columbus’ recent fundra iser
meal to benef i t the St . Thomas Chapel
renovat ion was a success! The proceeds
from al l 446 dinners sold a l lowed a tota l of
$5,086 to be ra ised and donated to the St .
Thomas Chapel Renovat ion Fund. The
Knights of Columbus Counci l and Assembly
want to thank those par ish ioners, and the
many local businesses that bought these
pul led pork dinners. Without your support
and generosi ty , th is worthy cause could not
have been poss ib le. God bless a l l  of you.
Vivat Jesus.

COLLEGE CAMPUS MINISTRY
The exper ience of l iv ing out one’s fa i th
with in a community sett ing on campus is
important to the l i fe of the whole Church,
and so the Bishop’s Annual Appeal
cont inual ly supports the campus ministr ies at
LSU, Southern and Southeastern. To learn
more about the Bishop’s Annual Appeal and
support our diocesan col lege campus
ministr ies, v is i t d iobr.org/baa. 
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THE LORD IS AWESOME
God mounts His throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

STEWARDSHIP THIS WEEK

Thanks to your generosity, 
the Regular Collection for the 
weekend of May 4/5 2024, 

totaled:

$13,411.00.

The Building & Maintenance Fund 
Second Collection totaled:

$4,459.00.

The Second Collection 
next weekend is for the

 Mission Krewe. 

Thank you for your kindness and
generosity to our ministries!

PRAY TO THE LORD FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING

Please jo in our Prayer Line Ministers as we pray for the fol lowing community members: 

Walter Barado, Sr. , Andy Berthelot, Cindy Brasington, Virginia Caffrey, Sarah Marie
Caldorera, Nancy Campeaux, Cole Catalano, Linda Coats, Amber Sti l ley Cocchiola, Taffy
Coleman, Phi l & Debbie Cortana, Remy Cramer, Bi l l  Cummer, Irene Good DeMars, Hatt ie
Davis, Rhonda Dedman, Shel l ie Domiano, Sr. June Engelbrecht, Larry Evans, El ise “Breezy”
Fischer, Cora Ful ler, Rose Gauthier, Michel le Kl ing, Rachel Kl ing, Delta Kovach, Tammy
Hamilton, Tommy Hebert, Barbie Martino Henegan, Mary E. Herbert, Bi l l  Hoover, Donna
Laciura, Leon V. Latino, Jr. , Gregg Mader, Earl Magner, Charmaine Mocsary, Joseph
Mocsary, Lachel le Morgan, Becham Mosely, Chip Norman, Sidney Ourso, Larry Pearson,
Lawrence Pelotto, Pete Pfiffner, Mary Prokop, Albert Rayborn, Patrick Riche, C.W.
Sandufer, Wil l iam Schwartz, Gene Simoneaux, Brittany Sti l ley, Joseph Stolf , Diane Sudkamp,
Carolyn Toole, Trysten Tucker, Carolyn Reese Walch, Jackie Wedge, those in the Armed
Services and law enforcement, and al l who need our prayers.

Want to add someone to the prayer l is t? Cal l the par ish off ice for more informat ion. Want our
par ish ioners to pray for your intent ions? Contact Rose Mary at 985.507.7487. 



Saturday, May 11 , 2024, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass
Dee Barcia, Pol ly Chatelain, Karen Chemay, Shel ly Cyrus, 

Delores M. Dupre, Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. , Del la Gauthier, Fred Gauthier, 
Homer Gaspard, Ricky Genre, James El l iott Harrison, 

Mary, Joe L. & Wil l iam Juhasz, Francis Kronlage, Helen Kropog, 
Vernon & Dorothy Landry, Irene Mary Leon, Ray J. Louviere, 

Eddie Mayard, George Navarre, Sue Novak, Dr. Wil l iam T. O’Brien, I I I ,
June Koles Olah, Andy Pfiffner, Lynette Pfiffner, 

Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner, Velma Scal lan, Nita Schi l l ing
and Anne Sherman

 
Sunday, May 12, 2024, 8:00AM Mass

Jerry Adamcewicz, Adrian, Bud & Joan Bai ley, Lloyd Dominguez, 
Paul ine Frisbie, John LaGrange and Charles Martin

Sunday, May 12, 2024, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, May 12, 2024, 5:30PM Mass
June Magner

Tuesday, May 14, 2024, No Mass (Feast of Saint Matthias)

Wednesday, May 15, 2024, No Mass (Weekday of Easter)

Thursday, May 16, 2024, No Mass (Weekday of Easter)

Friday, May 17, 2024, No Mass (Weekday of Easter)
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Margaret is given in memory of 

June Koles Olah by Bale igh and Just in Henderson.

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD

A BEAUTIFUL SANCTUARY
The f lowers in the Sanctuary th is weekend at St . Margaret are in memory of
Florence Herbert donated by Mary Herbert .  I f you would l ike to have f lowers given
in memory of a loved one or in honor of a specia l occasion, ca l l   the par ish off ice
to schedule in advance.  
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PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM
on Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a
message on the emergency line at extension
106.

PASTOR
Father Paul August Gros 

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger 
Deacon Randal l Waguespack

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Administrat ive Assistant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ionist)

Lucie Hanewinkel (Contr ibut ions Manager)

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 
(Rel ig ious Educat ion & 

Communicat ions Coordinator)
Mel issa F. Berghausen (Youth Minister)

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS

Ascension of Our Lord
Gather Hymnal Number 1079

Acts 1:1-11
Jesus rose from the dead and returned to prepare

the disciples to preach and continue his work.
Ephesians 4:1-13

St. Paul urges us to live in a manner worthy 
of the call we received from Christ.

Mark 16:15-20
The disciples were sent into the world to preach,

heal and bring all people to belief in Christ.

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
Pentecost Sunday
May 18/19, 2024

Acts 2:1-11
1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13

John 20:19-23

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM - St . Margaret Church

Sunday-8:00AM - St . Thomas Chapel
10:00AM & 5:30PM - St . Margaret Church

Daily Masses
No Monday Mass

Tuesday through Fr iday-7:00AM 
St. Margaret Church

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday-7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF



Sunday, May 12, 2024
 Happy Mother‘s Day!
 Cathol ic Communication Campaign Special Col lect ion!
 
Monday, May 13, 2024
 9:00AM—One Book, One Church , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
 5:00PM—Mondays with Mary , St . Margaret Church
 5:30PM—St. Vincent de Paul Meeting , St . Ignat ius Room
 6:00PM—One Book, One Church , St . E l izabeth  Seton Room

Tuesday, May 14, 2024
 No Dai ly Mass!
 8:30AM—St. Matthew‘s Gui ld , St . Ceci l ia Room
 6:00PM—VBS Volunteer Meeting , St . E l izabeth Seton Room
  
Wednesday, May 15, 2024
 No Dai ly Mass!
 7:30AM—Eucharist ic Adoration , St . Margaret Church
 5:00PM—Junior Youth Group , St . John Paul I I  Room
 6:30PM—High School Youth Group , St . John Paul I I  Room
 
Thursday, May 16, 2024
 No Dai ly Mass! No Confessions!
 5:30PM—CDA Rosary , St . Margaret Room
 6:00PM—Cathol ic Daughters Meeting , St . Margaret Room
 
Friday, May 17, 2024
 No Dai ly Mass!
 No Extraordinary Events Scheduled for Today!
 
Saturday, May 18, 2024
 Mission Krewe Second Collection!
 3:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church 
 4:00PM—KC Quarterly Mass and Communion , St . Margaret Church

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

NO DAILY MASS THIS WEEK! 
There wi l l  be no dai ly Mass th is week. Father Paul
wi l l  be on pi lgr image to Medjugor je a l l  week and
through the fol lowing Tuesday, May 21, 2024 .  We
WILL NOT have confess ions on Thursday. Dai ly
Mass wi l l  resume on Wednesday, May 22, 2024.


