
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (B)
PEW BUDDY

T H E MARCH 16/ 17 ,  2024

St. Margaret Church & Parish Office 
30300 Cathol ic Hal l Road | Hammond | LA 70403

P.O. Box 100 | Albany | LA 70711

St. Thomas the Apostle Chapel 
31718 Main Street | Spr ingf ie ld | LA 70462

OFFICE HOURS
We are open Tuesday 
through Friday from 

8:00AM until 3:00PM, 
but closed for lunch from 

12:00PM until 1:00PM!
We are closed on Monday!

CONTACT US
By Phone:

225.567.3573
By Email:

 stmargaret@diobr.org
Website:

stmargaretstthomas.com

"The hour  has
come for  the Son

of Man to be
g lo r i f i ed . "

~John 12 :23 
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PONDERINGS OF THE 
PEDAL-N-PADRE

By Father Paul Gros

Dear Fami ly in Chr ist , 

Peace in the Lord Jesus Chr ist ! Thank you so much for your pat ience the last two
weekends. We were f ina l ly able to get the bul let ins pr inted th is weekend. I would l ike to
wri te once more about the second reading for th is weekend from the Letter to the Hebrews.
The author to the Hebrews gives us a l i terary depict ion of Jesus’ agony in the garden. This
is very appropr iate because next weekend we celebrate Pass ion Sunday (or Palm Sunday) in
which we wi l l  l is ten to the pass ion of Chr ist according to Saint Mark for the Gospel . So, as
you read these words from the Letter to the Hebrews try to image our Lord’s agony and the
anguish He fe l t before His pass ion and death. 

“In those days” wr i tes the author to the Hebrews, “when Christ Jesus was in the f lesh, he
offered prayers and suppl icat ions with loud cries and tears to the one who was able to
save him from death…” You can a lmost sense the agony our Lord went through from the
tone in which th is author wri tes. “With loud cries and tears” Jesus prays to His Father in
heaven. The word for “cr ies” in the or ig ina l Greek language is “kraugē” which depicts the
kind of cry that someone would do amid tremendous stress or excruciat ing pain. Combine
th is with “tears” and you may get a gl impse of the agony Jesus went through. 

Was there a moment l ike th is for you, in your own l i fe as you cr ied out to God in prayer?
We may not even have been able to get the words of prayer out because of the deep
distress we fe l t . Loud cr ies and tears may be a l l  we had. But th is is certa in ly enough for the
Lord. I t is in moments l ike that that we both jo in ourselves to Jesus in His agony and Jesus
jo ins himself to us in ours. 

The author to the Hebrews then goes on to say “Son though He was, He learned obedience
from what He suffered…” Because Jesus was God, who is a l l-knowing, th is k ind of
“ learn ing” was not from lack of knowledge, but rather i t was a k ind of “exper imenta l
learn ing” in and through His human nature. Jesus exper ienced suffer ing through His
obedience to the Father. Yes, obedience to God may involve suffer ing. But th is k ind of
obedience is a lways going to be a suffer ing that is for a greater purpose…a purpose that
g ives l i fe. Thus, “when He was made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation
for al l  who obey Him.” Jesus, again because He was God, was a lways perfect ; however,
th is “perfect offer ing” (the offer ing that fu l f i l l s a l l  the mi l l ions of offers made by the pr iests
of the Old Testament) was actua l ized on the wood of the cross. This “perfect offer ing,”
which enta i led the learned suffer ing through obedience, became the source of our sa lvat ion!
 
May the Lord prepare our hearts as we approach Holy Week! Have a wonderfu l week!



EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH
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JOIN US FOR THE ST. JOSEPH ALTAR THIS WEEKEND!
St. Joseph, the model of humi l i ty , and one of the wor ld 's greatest sa ints is often
ment ioned as being s i lent . St . Joseph was not a man of many words: He was a man of
act ion. His act ions a lone reveal everyth ing else we know about him. He br ings Mary and
the Chi ld she bears into his home when, in the s ight of the wor ld, he would be just i f ied
in divorcing her. He leads the expectant Mary into Beth lehem, and f lees with her and her
Chi ld into Egypt . When i t is safe, he returns with the two into Gal i lee. He does a l l  of
th is , because God asks i t of h im. He never hesi tates. Each t ime we read that the angel
spoke to Joseph, the fol lowing sentence begins with the act ion St . Joseph took: “Joseph
awoke”, “Joseph rose”, “He went.” Each t ime he received a summons, h is react ion was
to fol low the cal l immediate ly . Never once did he hesi tate. Al l are invi ted to part ic ipate,
celebrate and give glory to God in honor of St . Joseph, husband of Mary and foster
father of Jesus, by at tending the St . Joseph Al tar in the par ish hal l th is Sunday, March
17, 2024 , fo l lowing the 10:00 AM Mass. Fol lowing the process ion to the hal l , the a l tar
wi l l  be blessed before the shar ing of the meal . I f you know of any homebound
par ish ioners who would l ike to receive food from the a l tar , p lease contact John Gaeta at
225.567.2193 or 985.320.6520. Please make plans to jo in us!

FINAL LENTEN MEATLESS MEAL FRIDAY
Our last Lenten Meat less Meal th is season wi l l  be on Friday, March 22, 2024 from
4:00PM unt i l 6:30PM .  The meal wi l l  inc lude fr ied f ish, gar l ic buttered potatoes, green
beans, gar l ic bread and dessert . Monies ra ised wi l l  specif ica l ly benef i t the youth group’s
annual “Miss ion Krewe” and the other sponsor ing organizat ions. Tickets are avai lab le
outs ide of a l l  weekend Masses and in the par ish off ice. 

NEW BIBLE STUDY, EXODUS PART I I ,  STARTS THIS WEEK!
Join us on Tuesday mornings at 9:30AM for Exodus, Part I I  beginning March 19, 2024 ,
and cont inuing on March 26, Apr i l  2, 9 and 16, 2024. The cost is $15 per person for
mater ia ls . Men and women of a l l  ages are welcome! For more informat ion and to
register , p lease see the f lyer on our websi te.

THANK YOU!
Specia l thanks to everyone who ass isted with the February St . Margaret Food
Distr ibut ion. You are the hands and feet of Jesus. We could not do th is ministry without
you. I t is tru ly a col laborat ion of St . Margaret ministr ies. Thomas’ Table provides a
del ic ious hot meal ; members of the Knights of Columbus, KC Ladies and Cathol ic
Daughters and many other par ish ioners help each month. We cont inue to get better at
ass ist ing our neighbors in need whi le try ing to minimize any inconvenience to
par ish ioners try ing to come to church or the off ice. Save the DATE : The March St .
Margaret Food Distr ibut ion is Wednesday, March 27, 2024 .  For more informat ion, p lease
cal l Sy lv ia Bush at 985.969.7477. 
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HAVE MERCY ON ME, O GOD
Create a pure heart for me, O Lord.

STEWARDSHIP 
THIS WEEK

Thanks to your generosity,
 the Regular Collection for the
weekend of March 9/10, 2024, 

totaled:

$11,649.00.

The Catholic Relief Services
Special Collection totaled:

$967.00

There is no Second or Special
Collection next weekend. 

Thank you for your kindness and
generosity to our ministries!

WE PRAY FOR MERCY ON THOSE WHO NEED HEALING

Please jo in our Prayer Line Ministers as we pray for the fol lowing community members: 

Cindy Brasington, Sarah Marie Caldorera, Nancy Campeaux, Cole Catalano, Amber Sti l ley
Cocchiola, Taffy Coleman, Phi l & Debbie Cortana, Remy Cramer, Irene Good DeMars,
Hatt ie Davis, Shel l ie Domiano, Sr. June Engelbrecht, Kurt Evans, Larry Evans, El ise
“Breezy” Fischer, Cora Ful ler, Rose Gauthier, Michel le Kl ing, Rachel Kl ing, Tammy
Hamilton, Tommy Hebert, Barbie Martino Henegan, Mary E. Herbert, Bi l l  Hoover, Leon V.
Latino, Jr. , Gregg Mader, Earl Magner, Charmaine Mocsary, Joseph Mocsary, Lachel le
Morgan, Becham Mosely, Sidney Ourso, Larry Pearson, Lawrence Pelotto, Pete Pfiffner,
Mary Prokop, Albert Rayborn, Patrick Riche, Wil l iam Schwartz, Gene Simoneaux, Brittany
Sti l ley, Joseph Stolf , Diane Sudkamp, Carolyn Toole, Trysten Tucker, Carolyn Reese Walch,
Jackie Wedge, those in the Armed Services and law enforcement, and al l who need our
prayers.

Want to add someone to the prayer l is t? Cal l the par ish off ice for more informat ion. Want our
par ish ioners to pray for your intent ions? Contact Rose Mary at 985.507.7487. 

ST. MARGARET T-SHIRTS
Help the St . Margaret Youth Group ra ise money for the
2024 Miss ion Krewe and get your St . Margaret t-shir t or
sweatshir t ! You can use the QR Code here to order and
they wi l l  be shipped direct ly to you! Al l proceeds wi l l  go
toward the expenses for our students to travel to Auxier ,
Kentucky, in June, 2024. Please consider order ing a
beaut i fu l sh ir t , des igned by our own youth, Miss Audrey
Purvis . 

HELPING THOSE IN NEED
You can help f i l l  a prescr ipt ion for those in need by
part ic ipat ing and grabbing a bott le from the stand that is
avai lab le at the entrance of the church th is weekend. You
can a lso remove the label from an empty prescr ipt ion
bott le from home and br ing i t to church with a gif t
ins ide. The bott le with your donat ion can be placed in the
conta iner in the back of the church or in the offertory
col lect ion from now through Holy Week. This program is
being sponsored by our local chapter of the Society of
St . Vincent de Paul . Please be generous!



The Pew Buddy |  Page 04

YOUTH GROUP
PASSION PLAY

Members of the St . Margaret
Youth Group have been hard
at work, prepar ing for two
showings of their Pass ion
Play. Al l par ish ioners are
invi ted to one of two
viewings in the St . Margaret
Par ish Hal l . Come support
our youth in th is powerfu l
prayer! 

See the blurb on page 3 of
this bul let in to help support
our Mission Krewe by
ordering your St. Margaret
t-shirt or sweatshirt !



FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Saturday, March 16, 2024, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass

Eddie Barker, Pol ly Chatelain, Karen Chemay, Shel ly Cyrus, Wil l iam Dupre, Sr. ,
Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. , Homer Gaspard, Wil l iam Gauthier, Ricky Genre, 

Dorothy Reese Jones, Mary, Joe L. & Wil l iam Juhasz, Vernon & Dorothy Landry,
Ray J. Louviere, Adam Mocsary, George & Josie Mocsary, George Navarre, 

Sue Novak, Dr. Wil l iam T. O’Brien, I I I ,  June Koles Olah, Lynette Pfiffner, 
Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner and Anne Sherman 

Sunday, March 17, 2024, 8:00AM Mass
Jerry Adamcewicz, Adrian, Bud & Joan Bai ley, John LaGrange, 

Clarence & Faye Landeche, Charles Martin, Charles & Marie Stumpf
and Chuck Stumpf

Sunday, March 17, 2024, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, March 17, 2024, 5:30PM Mass
Shel ly Cyrus

Tuesday, March 19, 2024, 7:00AM Mass (Solemnity of St. Joseph)
Barbara Aymami

Wednesday, March 20, 2024, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Lent)
George & Eric Navarre

Thursday, March 21, 2024, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Lent)
Lynette Pfiffner

Friday, March 22, 2024, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Lent)
Samera St. Claire
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Margaret is given as an offer ing for

 George & Eric Navarre by Kim Navarre.

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
I f you are interested in jo in ing the Knights of Columbus, use the QR
code here to access the forms needed to apply for membership.
Our Counci l number is 10178 and the Proposer’s (Chuck Raborn)
number is 2017388 .  For addi t ional informat ion, contact Chuck
Raborn at 225.413. 1347.
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PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM
on Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a
message on the emergency line at extension
106.

PASTOR
Father Paul August Gros 

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger 
Deacon Randal l Waguespack

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Administrat ive Assistant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ionist)

Lucie Hanewinkel (Contr ibut ions Manager)

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 
(Rel ig ious Educat ion & 

Communicat ions Coordinator)
Mel issa F. Berghausen (Youth Minister)

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS

Fifth Sunday of Lent
Gather Hymnal Number 1029

Jeremiah 31:31-34
God creates a New Covenant 
with the suffering Israelites.

Hebrews 5:7-9
Jesus became the source of salvation,

obedient through suffering.
John 12:20-23

God’s voice confirms that 
Jesus’ passion is approaching.

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
Palm Sunday

March 23/24, 2024
Isaiah 50:4-7

Philippians 2:6-11
Mark 14:1-15:47

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM - St . Margaret Church

Sunday-8:00AM - St . Thomas Chapel
10:00AM & 5:30PM - St . Margaret Church

Daily Masses
No Monday Mass

Tuesday through Fr iday-7:00AM 
St. Margaret Church

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday-7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF



Sunday, March 17, 2024
 Fifth Sunday of Lent!
 St. Vincent de Paul Second Collection!
 Lenten Meatless Meals Ticket Sales!
 No PSR Classes!
 10:00AM—Third Scrutiny , St . Margaret Church
 11 :00AM—St. Joseph Novena Prayers , St . Margaret Church
 11 :00AM—St. Joseph Altar , Par ish Hal l
  
Monday, March 18, 2024
 1 :00PM—St. Faustina‘s Stitches , Seton Room
 5:00PM—Mondays with Mary , St . Margaret Church

Tuesday, March 19, 2024
 8:30AM—St. Matthew’s Gui ld , Ceci l ia Room
 9:30AM—Bible Study, Exodus Part I I , Ignat ius Room
 4:00PM—VBS Planning Meeting , Seton Room
 
Wednesday, March 20, 2024
 7:30AM—Eucharist ic Adoration , St . Margaret Church
 5:00PM—Junior Youth Group, John Paul I I  Room
 6:00PM—Hungarian Language Class , Seton Room
 6:00PM—Cemetery Committee Meeting , Ignat ius Room
 6:30PM—High School Youth Group , John Paul I I  Room
 6:30PM—Open Doors (OCIA) , Vianney Room
 
Thursday, March 21, 2024
 4:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church 
 5:30PM—CDA Rosary , St . Margaret Room
 6:00PM—Cathol ic Daughters Meeting , St . Margaret Room
 6:30PM—Lenten Book Study , St . Margaret Church
 7:30PM—Lenten Book Study Dinner , Par ish Hal l

Friday, March 22, 2024
 4:00PM—Lenten Meatless Meals , Par ish Hal l
 5:00PM—Stations of the Cross , St . Margaret Church

Saturday, March 23, 2024
 Palm Sunday!
 3:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church  

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE


