
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT (B)
PEW BUDDY

T H E

"Th i s  i s  my
be loved Son .

L i s ten to h im . "

FEBRUARY 24/25 ,  2024

~Mark 9 :7b 

St. Margaret Church & Parish Office 
30300 Cathol ic Hal l Road | Hammond | LA 70403

P.O. Box 100 | Albany | LA 70711

St. Thomas the Apostle Chapel 
31718 Main Street | Spr ingf ie ld | LA 70462

OFFICE HOURS
We are open Tuesday 
through Friday from 

8:00AM until 3:00PM, 
but closed for lunch from 

12:00PM until 1:00PM!
We are closed on Monday!

CONTACT US
By Phone:

225.567.3573
By Email:

 stmargaret@diobr.org
Website:

stmargaretstthomas.com
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PONDERINGS OF THE 
PEDAL-N-PADRE

By Father Paul Gros

Dear Fami ly in Chr ist , 

Peace in the Lord Jesus Chr ist ! So how are you doing on your Lenten resolut ion? I asked that quest ion not to
shame you if you have fudged here and there, but rather to encourage you to keep moving forward even if
you've “messed up.” Lent is 40 days, and we know that “40” is a bib l ica l number which s ignif ies a t ime of tr ia l
(as the Israel i tes spent 40 years in the desert and Jesus spent 40 days in the desert) . I bel ieve somet imes the
tr ia l for each of us is not necessar i ly i f we go al l 40 days fol lowing our prayers, penances, and resolut ions
perfect ly , but rather how wel l we can trust in the goodness of God even when we do unintent ional ly or in a
moment of weakness “cut corners”. 

Please don't get me wrong, I 'm not say ing th is should be done purposely ! Saint Jose Maria Escr iva once said:
“ if you really want to be a penitent soul - both penitent and cheerful - you must above all stick to your
daily periods of prayer, which should be intimate, generous, and not cut short. And you must make sure
that those minutes of prayer are not done only when you feel the need, but at fixed times…don't neglect
these details.”

But as you and I know, l i fe happens. And we may not l ive up to the standards we have for ourselves as we
begin the season of Lent . That is why I a lso remember what another famous spir i tua l wr i ter , Jacques Phi l ippe,
once said - “ it 's not whether we fal l or not, but rather how quickly we're able to al low God to pick us up.”
Those are some very wise words especia l ly in a church where often people fa l l  into two extremes - ei ther they
do absolute ly noth ing to further their re lat ionship with Jesus dur ing the season of Lent or they try to do i t
absolute ly perfect , wi thout any f laws, and when they mess up, they give up complete ly . Nei ther one of those are
heal thy for the spir i tua l l i fe. When i t comes to the spir i tua l l i fe, yes, consistency is the key, but i t doesn' t a lways
mean being absolute ly perfect in fo l lowing our resolut ions, but rather cont inuing to look to God, day- in and day-
out, despi te our shortcomings. 

What can be diff icu l t is when our prayer and penance is very dry and “nothing seems to be happening.” This is
a common exper ience for those who are try ing to grow in their re lat ionship with God. One way that Saint
Ignat ius of Loyola would address these chal lenges, was to encourage folks to go back and to remind themselves
of the graces God had given them and moments when prayer and penance seemed easy and upl i f t ing to the
soul . Remembering those moments can encourage us to move through the per iods of dryness and diff icu l ty . 

In the Gospel th is weekend, we have the story of the Transf igurat ion. I t was in th is moment that Jesus revealed
the glory of His div in i ty to His apost les that was normal ly h idden behind His humani ty . This was a great grace for
the apost les, to the point that St . Peter sa id to Jesus, “Rabbi , i t is good that we are here!” St . Peter desired to
stay at the top of the mounta in, but we know that was not poss ib le. Jesus st i l l  needed to go through the cross.
Yet the Transf igurat ion was s ignif icant for the apost les. I often wonder i f , af ter the crucif ix ion Saints Peter,
James, and John remembered what had happened to them on the mounta in and how Jesus revealed a l l  His
g lory to them. I t was a moment for them to look back on and remember th is great grace as they exper ienced
the great darkness of the crucif ix ion. 

My dear fr iends, as we cont inue our Lenten journey, do not be discouraged if you feel l ike you're not l iv ing up
to the standard you placed for yourself two weeks ago or i f i t seems to be a bi t more diff icu l t and dr ier than
expected, but rather be encouraged by the moments in which God has made His graces abundant ly present in
your l i fe. He wi l l  not let us down just as He did not let the apost les down on the day of resurrect ion!

                                                                                    Have a wonderfu l week!



EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH
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MEATLESS MEAL FRIDAYS
Our next Meat less Meal wi l l  be on Friday, March 1 , 2024 .  The meal th is week
includes corn & crab bisque, Caesar sa lad, crackers and dessert . Monies ra ised wi l l
specif ica l ly benef i t the youth group’s annual “Miss ion Krewe” and the other
sponsor ing organizat ions. Tickets wi l l  be avai lab le after a l l  weekend Masses and in
the par ish off ice. Get your t ickets today!

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION
Our next sess ion of Fami ly Fai th Format ion wi l l  be on Sunday, March 10, 2024, at
11 : 15AM .  The topic presented by Fr. Paul Gros wi l l  be “How to Make a Good
Confess ion.” This sess ion wi l l  be in the St . Margaret Room in the Hal l of Saints . At
least one parent per student is required to at tend each sess ion, though i t is
preferable that both parents at tend these sess ions. Indeed, a l l  par ish ioners are
invi ted and encouraged to part ic ipate to learn more about their fa i th!

YUMMY FOR YOUR TUMMY
Br ing your favor i te barbeque i tems: hamburgers, hot dogs, chicken, pork, potato
sa lad, veggies and jo in us for March’s “Yummy for Your Tummy” themed “Southern
Barbeque” to be held in the par ish hal l on Saturday, March 9, 2024, at 5:00PM .
Join us for good food and to grow in community whi le gett ing to know your fe l low
par ish ioners! 

THEOLOGY IN A BOTTLE
Our next sess ion of “Theology in a Bott le," our adul t educat ion ministry , wi l l  be on
Sunday, March 10, 2024 , at 6:45PM in the St . Margaret Room. Jim and Jennifer
Batson wi l l  be present ing ”Let’s Get Ready to Stumble! A Walk Through the Holy
Places of France”. The Batsons wi l l  share photos and ins ights from their recent
pi lgr image to France. Spread the word about learn ing more about your fa i th!

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS
Please give a warm welcome to these newly registered St . Margaret par ish ioners
and their fami l ies: Lena Wilson & Tyler Crochet, Col l in, Karl ie & Cash Lee,
Kimberly Albin, Penny Mracich, Nancy Dupuy, and David, Teresa, Ruth, Mae
Clare, Bennet & Luke Cashen. Thank you for becoming members of the St .
Margaret community . Remember to “off ic ia l ly” register i f you have not done so;
registrat ion forms are avai lab le on our websi te. Fami ly members are a lso asked to
register when they turn 18 years of age. Come grow with us on our journey toward
the truth which is God’s love! 
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CALL ON THE LORD’S NAME
I  wi l l  walk before the Lord, in the land of the l iv ing.

STEWARDSHIP THIS WEEK
Thanks to your generosity,

 the Regular Collection for the weekend 
of February 17/18, 2024 totaled:

$15,093.00.

The Black & Indian Missions 
Special Collection totaled:

$1,099.00.

The Ash Wednesday Collection 
totaled:

$3,477.00.

The Church in Eastern Europe 
Special Collection totaled:

$461.00.

The Second Collection next weekend is for
the Building & Maintenance Fund.  

Thank you for your kindness and generosity
to our ministries!

LORD, WE CALL ON YOUR NAME IN PRAYER

Please jo in our Prayer Line Ministers as we pray for the fol lowing community members: 

Cindy Brasington, Sarah Marie Caldorera, Nancy Campeaux, Cole Catalano, Amber
Sti l ley Cocchiola, Taffy Coleman, Remy Cramer, Irene Good DeMars, Hatt ie Davis,
Shel l ie Domiano, Sr. June Engelbrecht, Kurt Evans, Larry Evans, El ise “Breezy”
Fischer, Cora Ful ler, Rose Gauthier, Michel le Kl ing, Rachel Kl ing, Tammy Hamilton,
Tommy Hebert, Barbie Martino Henegan, Mary E. Herbert, Bi l l  Hoover, Leon V.
Latino, Jr. , Gregg Mader, Earl Magner, Charmaine Mocsary, Joseph Mocsary,
Lachel le Morgan, Becham Mosely, Ricky Murphy, Edward Murray, Sidney Ourso,
Larry Pearson, Lawrence Pelotto, Pete Pfiffner, Mary Prokop, Albert Rayborn,
Wil l iam Schwartz, Gene Simoneaux, Brittany Sti l ley, Joseph Stolf , Diane Sudkamp,
Carolyn Toole, Trysten Tucker, Carolyn Reese Walch, Jackie Wedge, those in the
Armed Services and law enforcement, and al l who need our prayers.

Want to add someone to the prayer l is t? Cal l the par ish off ice for more informat ion.
Want our par ish ioners to pray for your intent ions? Contact Rose Mary at 985.507.7487.

BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
The miss ion of the Fai th-Ful l Food Pantry is to
be a l iv ing example of Chr ist ’s compassion by
working to reduce hunger and food insecur i ty
in areas of our diocese that are underserved.
To support the Fai th-Ful l Food Pantry and
other vi ta l d iocesan ministr ies, v is i t
d iobr.org/baa.
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IT IS GOOD THAT WE ARE HERE
ST. JOSEPH ALTAR NEWS
The St . Joseph Al tar wi l l  be hosted in the par ish hal l on Sunday, March 17, 2024 ,
immediate ly fo l lowing the 10:00AM Mass.  Here are some events that might be of interest
to you:
     Blessed St . Joseph vot ive candles:  These candles wi l l  be avai lab le start ing th is
weekend outs ide of a l l  Masses for a suggested $5.00 donat ion each.  They wi l l  be
avai lab le through the day of the a l tar .
     St. Joseph Novena:  The novena wi l l  begin on Saturday, March 9, 2024 .   The
schedule wi l l  be l is ted on an a l tar f lyer in a week or two.  Beginning th is weekend, there
are receptacles near the entrances of both churches for deposi t ing your prayer intent ions.  
Your intent ions are whol ly conf ident ia l and wi l l  be stored at St . Margaret unt i l  they are
burned in the Easter Fire just pr ior to the Easter Vig i l Mass.  
     Offer ings: A specia l St . Joseph Al tar offer ing envelope is inc luded in the usual packet
of envelopes for March. For vis i tors and those who do not use these envelopes, there wi l l
be envelopes avai lab le near the entrances of both churches.
     Labor of Love:  You are welcome to part ic ipate with the St . Joseph Al tar in any way.  
I f you wish to bake sweets, prepare a meat less dish for the a l tar or  would l ike more
informat ion, p lease leave a message for John or Mary Gaeta at (225) 567-2193 or (985)
320-6520.      

CATHOLIC CHARITIES FOOD DISTRIBUTION
The St . Margaret month ly Food Distr ibut ion wi l l  be Wednesday, February 28, 2024 .  This
is a wonderfu l min istry that provides food (dry goods), per ishable i tems (meat, fru i t ,
veggies) and a hot meat provided by Thomas' Table on a monthly bas is to over 150
fami l ies/a lmost 500 people. As th is outreach ministry has grown, we have ident i f ied
volunteer jobs that require different sk i l l s . We especia l ly need people who can l i f t boxes
and stand on their feet to direct cars (traff ic contro l) . Of course there are many other
tasks in which we need volunteers, l ike packaging hot meals and per ishable food. We are
also creat ing 2 shif ts for volunteers to better ut i l i ze everyone's t ime and energy and help
the process run smoothly . There wi l l  be volunteer s lots for var ious t ime per iods for those
who can help for a short per iod of t ime. Any and a l l  help is appreciated! For more
informat ion. p lease cal l Sy lv ia Bush at 985.969.7477.  
  
St . Margaret 's Food Distr ibut ion is at capaci ty , so Deacon Randal l Waguespack is working
with the Baton Rouge Food Bank and Cathol ic Char i t ies to create another locat ion in our
area. At th is t ime, St . Margaret Food Distr ibut ion is not tak ing any more appl icat ions. For
more informat ion, p lease contact Deacon Randal l Waguespack at 225.446.8515 or
rwaguespack@diobr.org. 

Since there wi l l  be a good bi t of traff ic in the Hal l of Saints park ing lot , i t wi l l  be most
helpfu l for anyone coming for Adorat ion or volunteer ing to park in the park ing lot by the
rectory. Specia l thanks to everyone who helps our church community be the hands and
feet of Jesus. 

mailto:rwaguespack@diobr.org


SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
Saturday, February 24, 2024, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass

Eddie Barker, Phi l ip Brabham, Pol ly Chatelain, Karen Chemay, Merri l l  Cooper,
Shel ly Cyrus, Cathy Duran, Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. , Homer Gaspard, Ricky Genre,

Eleanor Henley, Dorothy Reese Jones, Mary, Joe L. & Wil l iam Juhasz, 
Vernon & Dorothy Landry, Phi l ip & Irene Leon, Ray J. Louviere, George Navarre,

Sue Novak, Dr. Wil l iam T. O’Brien, I I I ,  June Koles Olah, Lynette Pfiffner, 
Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner and Anne Sherman 

Sunday, February 25, 2024, 8:00AM Mass
Jerry Adamcewicz, Adrian, Bud & Joan Bai ley, Lloyd Dominguez, Paul ine Frisbie,

John LaGrange, Clarence & Faye Landeche, Charles Martin, 
Charles & Marie Stumpf and Chuck Stumpf

Sunday, February 25, 2024, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, February 25, 2024, 5:30PM Mass
George & Eric Navarre

Tuesday, February 27, 2024, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Lent)
Yancy Watkins

Wednesday, February 28, 2024, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Lent)
Fr. Paul Gros

Thursday, February 29, 2024, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Lent)
George & Eric Navarre

Friday, March 1 , 2024, 7:00AM Mass (Weekday in Lent)
Lynette Pfiffner
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
The Sanctuary Lamp at St . Margaret is given as an offer ing for

 George  & Eric Navarre by Kim Navarre.

PADRES’ PROVISIONS
A St. Margaret Ministry designed to make sure the Padres are wel l-fed!
Please use th is QR code to s ign up if you are interested in feeding the
pr iests on an as-needed basis . This could inc lude fresh or frozen
meals, snacks, and beverages. Once you s ign up, John Gaeta wi l l
contact you to schedule meals for the pr iests l iv ing at St . Margaret . 
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PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM
on Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a
message on the emergency line at extension
106.

PASTOR
Father Paul August Gros 

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger 
Deacon Randal l Waguespack

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Administrat ive Assistant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ionist)

Lucie Hanewinkel (Contr ibut ions Manager)

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 
(Rel ig ious Educat ion & 

Communicat ions Coordinator)
Mel issa F. Berghausen (Youth Minister)

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS

Second Sunday of Lent
Gather Hymnal Number 1020

Genesis 22: 1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18
God’s covenant with Abraham is affirmed.

Romans 8: 31b-34
“If God is for us, who can be against us?”

Mark 9: 2-10
The disciples grow in their understanding

of Jesus in the Transfiguration.

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
Third Sunday of Lent

March 2/3, 2024
Exodus 20:1-17

1 Corinthians 1:22-25
John 2:13-25

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM - St . Margaret Church

Sunday-8:00AM - St . Thomas Chapel
10:00AM & 5:30PM - St . Margaret Church

Daily Masses
No Monday Mass

Tuesday through Fr iday-7:00AM 
St. Margaret Church

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday-7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF



Sunday, February 25, 2024
 Second Sunday of Lent!
 Lenten Meatless Meals Ticket Sales!
 1 1 : 15AM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades K-6) , Hal l of Saints
 12:30PM—Passion Play Meeting , Par ish Hal l
 6:45PM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades 7-11) , Hal l of Saints 
    
 
Monday, February 26, 2024
 5:00PM—Mondays with Mary , St . Margaret Church
 6:00PM—Rooted, Young Adult Prayer Night , St . Margaret Church

Tuesday, February 27, 2024
  8:30AM—St. Matthew’s Gui ld , Ceci l ia Room
 

Wednesday, February 28, 2024
 7:30AM—Eucharist ic Adoration , St . Margaret Church
 11 :30AM—Food Distr ibution , Par ish Hal l
 5:00PM—Junior Youth Group, John Paul I I  Room
 6:00PM—Hungarian Language Class , Seton Room
 6:00PM—Cemetery Committee Meeting , Ignat ius Room
 6:30PM—High School Youth Group , John Paul I I  Room
 6:30PM—Open Doors (OCIA) , Vianney Room

Thursday, February 29, 2024
 4:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church 
 6:30PM—Lenten Book Study , St . Margaret Church

Friday, March 1 , 2024
 4:00PM—Lenten Meatless Meals , Par ish Hal l
 5:00PM—Stations of the Cross , St . Margaret Church

Saturday, March 2, 2024
 Third Sunday of Lent!
 Bui lding & Maintenance Fund Second Col lect ion!
 Lenten Meatless Meals Ticket Sales!
 9:00AM—NET Retreat , St . Margaret Church & Par ish Hal l
 3:00PM—Confessions , St . Margaret Church 
 4:00PM—First Scrutiny , St . Margaret Church

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE


