
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B)
PEW BUDDY

T H E

"Come and you
w i l l  see . "

JANUARY 13/ 14 ,  2024

~John 1 :39

St. Margaret Church & Parish Office 
30300 Cathol ic Hal l Road | Hammond | LA 70403

P.O. Box 100 | Albany | LA 70711

St. Thomas the Apostle Chapel 
31718 Main Street | Spr ingf ie ld | LA 70462

OFFICE HOURS
We are open Tuesday 
through Friday from 

8:00AM until 3:00PM, 
but closed for lunch from 

12:00PM until 1:00PM!
We are closed on Monday!

CONTACT US
By Phone:

225.567.3573
By Email:

 stmargaret@diobr.org
Website:

stmargaretstthomas.com



Dear St . Margaret/St . Thomas,

One beaut i fu l truth we can take away from the mirac le of the Euchar is t is that God meets
us where we are, not where we pretend to be. The Euchar is t ic Mirac le of Lanciano
occurred in a Bas i l ian monastery dedicated to St . Longinus (the sold ier who “thrust h is
lance into His s ide, and immediate ly b lood and water f lowed out”, John 19:34) in 750, and
i t is a pr ime example of the Lord’s desire to encounter us and strengthen our fa i th.

A monast ic pr iest was having doubts that the bread and wine tru ly became Jesus’ F lesh
and Blood dur ing the consecrat ion. His reservat ions regarding the True Presence were a
stumbl ing block to him, but he remained obedient . One day as he sa id the words of
consecrat ion dur ing Mass, the Host turned into Flesh in his hands, and the wine of the
chal ice turned into Blood. The pr iest wept with joy. Everyone in at tendance saw the
transformat ion. Short ly after , the Blood coagulated into f ive globules, which the onlookers
connected to the f ive Wounds of Chr ist . The matter was invest igated and procla imed a
mirac le, and the host was placed in a specia l vessel , which is st i l l  on disp lay in Lanciano
today.

Many scient i f ic tests have been performed on the re l ics over the centur ies with the most
recent being in the 1970s. Some of the f indings inc lude: 

 The Flesh and Blood are a human sample.
 Both are of the same blood type, AB (the same as found on the Shroud of Tur in) . 
 This Blood was descr ibed as having propert ies of fresh blood.
 The Flesh is “fresh” muscular t issue of the heart , not dead t issue.

Pra ise You, Jesus, for a l l  the ways the Incarnat ion reveals 
You to us across t ime!

God Bless, 
Megan Ourso
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eucharistic miracles
By Megan Ourso

* Informat ion from the fol lowing websi tes: 
ht tps://www.cathol iceducat ion.org/en/cul ture/cathol ic-
contr ibut ions/the-mirac le-of- lanciano.html  
ht tps://www.therealpresence.org/eucharst/mir/ lanciano.html 
ht tps://www.stmike.org/from-the-pastors-desk/euchar is t ic-
mirac les- lanciano-750-ad 



EVENTS AROUND THE PARISH
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THEOLOGY IN A BOTTLE
Our next sess ion of “Theology in a Bott le," our adul t educat ion ministry , wi l l  be on Sunday,
January 28, 2024 , at 6:45PM in the St . Margaret Room. Jennifer Prather wi l l  be present ing
”The Resul ts of Pass ion & Precis ion: An Intro to Theology of the Body”. Spread the word
about learn ing more about your fa i th!

ANNUAL BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN 
The Respect Life Ministry is sponsor ing the Respect Life Baby Bott le Campaign. Please place
your contr ibut ions in the envelopes avai lab le at the entrance of each church and return i t to
the church by January 20/21, 2024 .  Al l funds wi l l  support Women’s Life Ministr ies, a local
organizat ion that promotes local respect l i fe efforts . Please be generous and help folks in
our area to do more to show their support for l i fe.

COMMUNITY BABY SHOWER
Join the St . Margaret Respect Life Ministry and the Youth Group for a baby shower to
support our local pregnancy cr is is center on Wednesday, February 7, 2024 from 6:30PM
unt i l  8:00PM in the St . Margaret Room! Baby wipes and diapers of any s ize are appreciated.
Dinner wi l l  be served, and a l l  par ish ioners are invi ted to at tend!
 

CALLED BY NAME
This weekend the Off ice of Vocat ions is beginning a vocat ion awareness campaign so that
indiv idual par ishes can part ic ipate in promot ing pr iest ly vocat ions in the hearts of our young
men. In the Gospel th is weekend Jesus invi tes his Apost les to – “Fol low Him!” St .
Margaret/St . Thomas has a wonderfu l group of young men who are act ive in their fa i th and
who Chr ist may be cal l ing to “Fol low Him” in th is way! I f you know of someone who you
think would be a good candidate for the pr iesthood, please pick up a card in vest ibu le of
the Church and wri te their name and as much contact informat ion as you can on the back.
Then  put the card in the col lect ion baskets next weekend. Fr. Joshua Johnson, our
vocat ions director, wi l l  then reach out to those whose names have been ment ioned. Fina l ly ,
p lease cont inue to pray that more young men may hear the Lord’s ca l l  to the pr iesthood! 

ST. FAUSTINA’S STITCHES MINISTRY
The f i rst meet ing of our new ministry , St . Faust ina’s St i tches, wi l l  meet on Monday, January
22, 2024 from 1 :00PM unt i l  2:30PM in the Seton Room. St . Faust ina began to crochet, and
sensing God’s presence, she asked God to grant the grace of convers ion to as many souls
as the number of st i tches that she would make with her crochet hook. Simi lar ly , as we make
gif ts for others, we can ask God to use our hidden work for his g lory and for the sa lvat ion
of souls . Al l crocheters and kni t ters are invi ted to jo in our group to crochet or kni t i tems
for Walk ing With Moms in Need or other ministr ies here at St . Margaret . Join us for
fe l lowship whi le creat ing beaut i fu l and usefu l i tems.
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HERE I AM, LORD
Speak, Lord, for your servant is l is tening.

STEWARDSHIP THIS WEEK
Weekend of January6/7, 2024

Regular Collection 

$13,058.00

The Building & Maintenance Second
Collection totaled:

$4,191.00

There is no Special or Second Collection
next weekend.

Thank you for your kindness and
generosity to our ministries!

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

Join Bishop Michael Duca to
celebrate couples married for
25, 50, or 65 years or more on
Sunday, March 3, 2024  at
2:00PM  at Most Blessed
Sacrament in Baton Rouge. The
famil ies of the honored couples
are also invited to attend the
l iturgy and the Reception
afterward in the Most Blessed
Sacrament Parish Hall .  Would
you l ike to register as a
participant so that our diocese
can celebrate your important
anniversary? Contact Tammy in
the parish off ice by Thursday,
February 1,  2024  to register!
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KC FRATERNAL BENEFIT NIGHT
Al l KC men and their wives are invi ted to at tend th is informat ive presentat ion on
benef i ts avai lab le through the Knights of Columbus on Thursday, February 8, 2024
at 6:30PM .  Dinner wi l l  be served. The Independence KC Counci l wi l l  be host ing the
event in Independence behind Mater Dolorosa Cathol ic Church. I f you are interested
in at tending, p lease cal l Chuck Raborn at 225.413. 1347 to RSVP.

I  COME TO DO YOUR WILL

For additional prayers, resources, and ideas
on supporting mothers in your local area:
www.WalkingWithMoms.com



SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Saturday, January 13, 2024, 4:00PM Vigi l Mass

Phil ip Brabham, Karen Chemay, Shel ly Cyrus, Peter "Larry" Fos, Jr. , 
Homer Gaspard, Fred Gauthier, Ricky Genre, Dorothy Reese Jones, 

Mary, Joe L. & Wil l iam Juhasz, Francis Kronlage, Vernon & Dorothy Landry, 
Adam Mocsary, George Navarre, Sue Novak, June Koles Olah, Lynette Pfiffner,

Peter J. & El izabeth Pfiffner and Yancy Watkins

Sunday, January 14, 2024, 8:00AM Mass
Jerry Adamcewicz, Adrian, Bud & Joan Bai ley, Lloyd Dominguez, Paul ine Frisbie,

Clarence & Faye Landeche, John LaGrange, Charles Martin, Delores Ragan
 and Charles & Marie Stumpf 

Sunday, January 14, 2024, 10:00AM Mass
The Missa Pro Populo (The Mass for al l  the Parishioners)

Sunday, January 14, 2024, 5:30PM Mass
Steve & Ann Kropog

Tuesday, January 16, 2024, No Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)

Wednesday, January 17, 2024, No Mass (Memorial of St. Anthony)

Thursday, January 18, 2024, No Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)

Friday, January 19, 2024, No Mass (Weekday in Ordinary Time)
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK

A BEAUTIFUL SANTUARY
The f lowers in the Sanctuary this weekend at St.  Margaret are in memory of
Eric  Navarre donated by Kim Navarre. If  you would l ike to have f lowers given
in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special  occasion, cal l  Tammy at the
parish off ice to schedule in advance.

MONDAYS WITH MARY, JANUARY 15, 2024 IS CANCELED.
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PAROCHIAL DASHBOARD
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament is offered weekly at 4:00PM
on Thursday and on Saturday at 3:00PM at St.
Margaret Church or by acceptable scheduled
appointment with a priest.

MARRIAGE
Interested parties should contact the parish
office at least six (6) months prior to their
desired date and must complete an acceptable
Marriage Preparation Program.

BAPTISM
Contact the parish office for preliminary
information and to schedule a home visit from
the Baptism Prep Team.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Visits to the hospitalized and infirm are made
regularly. Contact the office for a priest or
deacon for home or hospital visits.

 
FUNERALS

Call the parish office during normal hours for
scheduling. After hours, please leave a
message on the emergency line at extension
106.

PASTOR
Father Paul August Gros 

DEACONS
Deacon Wi l l iam “Byrd” Corbett

Deacon Tim Messenger 
Deacon Randal l Waguespack

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary E. Herbert 

(Pastor 's Administrat ive Assistant)
Tammy Resetar (Recept ionist)

Lucie Hanewinkel (Contr ibut ions Manager) 
Gi l l  Scioneaux (Maintenance Supervisor)

PASTORAL STAFF
Bale igh Olah Henderson 
(Rel ig ious Educat ion & 

Communicat ions Coordinator)
Mel issa F. Berghausen (Youth Minister)

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gather Hymnal Number 1096

1 Samuel 3:3b-10,19
Samuel responds to God’s call.
1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20

“Your body is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit.”

John 1:35-42
Jesus calls the first disciples.

Anticipating Next Week's Scriptures
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

January 20/21, 2024
Jonah 3: 1-5

1 Corinthians 7: 29-31
Mark 1: 14-20

OUR LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigi l-4:00PM - St . Margaret Church

Sunday-8:00AM - St . Thomas Chapel
10:00AM & 5:30PM - St . Margaret Church

Daily Masses
No Monday Mass

Tuesday through Fr iday-7:00AM 
St. Margaret Church

Eucharist ic Adoration
Wednesday-7:30AM-8:00PM
Concluding with Benedict ion

St . Margaret Church

CLERGY & STAFF



Sunday, January 14, 2024
 St. Vincent de Paul Second Col lect ion!
 1 1 : 15AM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades K-6) , Hal l of Saints
 6:45PM—Parish School of Rel igion (Grades 7-11) , Hal l of Saints 
     
Monday, January 15, 2024
 Mondays With Mary Canceled!
  
Tuesday, January 16, 2024
 No Dai ly Mass Today!
 8 :30AM—St. Matthew‘s Gui ld, Ceci l ia Room 
 6:00PM—Missions & Retreats Committee Meeting , Ignat ius Room
 6:00PM—Respect Life Committee Meeting , Gorett i Room

Wednesday, January 17, 2024
 No Dai ly Mass Today!
 7:30AM—Eucharist ic Adoration , St . Margaret Church
 6:00PM—Hungarian Language Class , Seton Room
 6:00PM—Vocations Committee , Seton Room
 6:30PM—Open Doors (OCIA/OCIC) , Vianney Room
 
Thursday, January 18, 2024
 No Dai ly Mass Today!
 No Confessions Today!
 5:30PM—CDA Rosary , St . Margaret Room
 6:00PM—Cathol ic Daughters Meeting , St . Margaret Room
 
Friday, January 19, 2024
 No Dai ly Mass Today!
 No Extraordinary Events Scheduled Today!

Saturday, January 20, 2024
 Respect Life Baby Bott le Campaign!
 3:00PM—Confessions, St. Margaret Church  
 

OUR CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

YOUTH GROUP NEWS
There wi l l  be no Youth Group next Wednesday,
January 17, 2024 .  Pray for those at March for Life!

Our next Youth Group wi l l  be Wednesday, January
24, 2024 at 5:30PM for the Junior Youth Group and
6:30PM for the High School Youth Group. For more
informat ion, contact Mel issa Berghausen at the par ish
off ice or at mberghausen@stmargaretst thomas.com.


